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Truganina  
Times 

Inspiring Excellence in Learning to Believe, Achieve and Succeed. 
 

As I write the Principal Class Report for this edition of our College newsletter, I reflect on our College   
motto and how it influences and drives the Truganina College community to achieve our personal best 
and to continue to have high expectations in all that we do.  

 

At Truganina College, we have high expectations of all our staff. We focus on developing and improving 
teaching and learning excellence of our teachers through pedagogy coaching. This platform allows for 
leaders and experienced staff to work one on one with teachers and students in classrooms to influence 
and develop best practices to achieve outstanding student outcomes. The needs of students in classes 
are identified using a variety of assessments and data. The coach then works with the teacher to        
develop lesson plans to address the learning needs of the students. In some instances, the coach may 
decide to model the lesson for the teacher or co-teach the lesson with the teacher with the aim of   
building and equipping the teacher with strategies that the teacher can use after the coaching cycle is 
over. The coach and teacher work closely with students, and through this process, the teacher can ob-
serve research-based teaching practices and strategies that are used to address any misconceptions 
the students have. The teacher is equipped with the skills and strategies needed to improve student  
outcomes of all the other students in the class.  

 

Different lead teams at the College continue to provide feedback on our curriculum 
overviews to ensure that we deliver a guaranteed and viable curriculum across the 
College. Many parents wonder about the curriculum that teachers cover in the 
classrooms.  The Overviews developed based on the Victorian  Curriculum are up-
loaded every term on our College website. [Scan the QR code below to access the 
Overviews for Term 3.] If you have any questions about the Overviews, please visit 
your child’s classroom teacher.  

 

One of the Victorian state targets is for the proportion of students leaving education during Year 9-12 to 
reduce by 50%. At Truganina College, we continue to focus on making learning engaging and relevant 
because we want our students to stay in school. We teach them explicitly the College values of            
Responsible, Resilient, Respect and Learn through our School-Wide Positive Behaviours lessons. We aim 
to equip them with the skills needed to be life-long learners. We believe in the importance of the parent-
school partnership because it is when we work together that our students will believe, achieve, succeed.  

 

Vanitha Sujith 

Assistant Principal 

 

Principal Class Report 



 

 

2019 Truganina College  
Events Calendar 

Date Event 
Friday 26th July Boys and Girls Basketball 

Selected Year 7 Students 

Monday 29th July Secondary School Athletics Carnival 

Year 7–Year 9 

Tuesday 30th July School Banking 

Thursday  1st August Australian Maths Competition 

Years 3-9 

Thursday 1st August The Lion King Movie 

Year 2 Students 

Friday 2nd August Book Club Due 

Monday 5th—Friday 9th August Book Fair 

Whole School Event 

Monday 19th August Curriculum Day 

No school for students 

Friday 20th September End of term 3 
2.30pm finish 

Tuesday 28th January 2020 2020 Curriculum Day 

As approved by School Council 

 

Thursday 28th May 2020 2020 Curriculum Day 

As approved by School Council 

 

Friday 29th May 2020 2020 Curriculum Day 

As approved by School Council 

 

Monday 17th August 2020 2020 Curriculum Day 

As approved by School Council 
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Parent Helper’s For Book Fair 
Truganina College is holding a Book Fair on Monday 5th August till Friday 9th  
August from 8am-3.30pm each day.   

Families can volunteer from 1 hour to a whole day, based on their availability.  

If you are interested in helping out any of these days, please contact the           
Administration Office on 9368 9800 with your availability,  starting dates and 
time.  



 

 

1.2 We are learning to infer different character’s feelings in a text.  

I will be successful when I can: 
 Recite the Reading Mantra and locate the focus for the week.  
 Identify the actions of different characters.  
 Identify the words that were said by different characters.  
 Infer different characters’ emotions based on their actions and words.  
 
Year 2 students have had a great start to term three and during week one have been learning about 
inferring. Students are learning that when reading, sometimes the reader needs to fill in gaps and 
think about what is being read by making an inference. Making inferences helps the reader to read 
between the lines and make sense of what the author is saying. To do this the reader uses text and 
illustration clues, and their prior knowledge.  
 
 Students in TLT 2.1 have been inferring character’s feelings and emotions, for example: 

 
Character: Cow 
Inference: I think the cow is feeling happy because she has a smile on her face. 
Character: Rabbit 
Inference: I think the rabbit is feeling happy because he said, “Hi Cow!” 
Character: Lady  
Inference: I think the lady is angry because she has one leg down and one leg up, 
and one hand down and one hand up and is pointing at the cow. 
 

 
Students in TLT 2.2 have been inferring character’s feelings and emotions, for example: 

 
Character:  Boy 
Inference: I infer the boy is feeling sad and shocked, also worried, because 
there’s a wave as big as a mountain. 
Character:  Penguin 
Inference: I infer that the penguin is feeling frightened and sad because the wave 
is very tall and big. If I was riding in the boat and that happened I would have the 
same feelings: sad, shocked, worried and frightened. 
 

Students in TLT 2.3 have been inferring character’s feelings and emotions, for example: 
 
Character: David  
Personality: Cheeky, naughty, sneaky, crazy, silly, bad. 
Evidence: David was stealing cookies, running around outside without clothes on, 
splashing water everywhere when he was in the bath and his mum kept saying 
“No, David!”. 
Inference: He was doing this because it is fun. David thinks he can do whatever 
he wants and he didn’t think he would get caught. 
 
 

Bernadette Smallwood 
Year 2 Teacher and Learning Leader 

Year 2 Reading  
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Year 4 Design Technologies 
Project “Making A Thermos” 

This term, Year 4 students learnt to make a thermos as part of the STEM Curriculum. Students            
collaborated with one another to generate, develop and communicate their ideas about the design of 
the thermos they were creating using a variety of materials. Students had to use technical vocabulary 
and visual representation techniques to create the final product.  

The students researched and collected data about different materials before making a collaborative 
team decision about the suitable material to design the thermos.  The students had the opportunity to 
test the ability of the thermos to preserve heat and learned to construct a column graph and picture 
graph using the collected data.                                                                               

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nuha Mohamed 
STEM Teacher 
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Year 6 Winter Gala Sports Day 
On Tuesday 25th June our Year 6 students took part in a Gala Sports Day where they participated in 
Winter Sports (AFL, Soccer, Softball, Volleyball, Netball) against our local Schools. The day was a great 
success as it provided students with the opportunity to be involved in competitive sport at an             
inter-school level promoting physical activity. Students represented the school in a positive manner by 
demonstrating the school values and showing sportsmanship to other schools. All teams were very 
competitive on the day and our girls soccer team was able to win all their matches – Congratulations 
girls!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Liam Carter  
Physical Education Teacher 
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Pedagogy Report 

Duke and Pearson Comprehension Strategies  
 
 
 
At Truganina College, we focus on nine key   
strategies throughout our Reading. These      
strategies are called the Duke and Pearson 
Comprehension Strategies, which are       
explicitly taught throughout the different 
year levels to help support students’     
Reading.  Below are the strategies and a 
description of what each strategy means.  

 

 

 

Vanessa Saffin 
Year 3 Classroom Teacher and Teaching and Learning Team Leader 
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Classroom Libraries 
We LOVE Reading! 

Our Secondary students have received their rich literature books and student voice for their classroom 
library.  

There has been a great response from our Year 7, 8 and 9 students:  

“The book I asked for is here!” 

“When will we get the next one in the series!?” 

“I can’t wait to read this book!” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Connie Vakaloudis 
Year 8 Coordinator and Lead Literacy  



 

 

Year 9 Art 
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Learning intention:  

We are learning to develop and produce visual artworks on the theme of identity.  

 

I am successful when I can: 

-Understand the theme of identity and how it connects to the art making process.  

-Apply my understanding, generate concepts and plan towards a final artwork.  

-Produce a final artwork demonstrating knowledge of the chosen theme. 

 

 

In this learning experience, students were introduced to the subject of Identity and its place in Visual 
Arts. They were introduced to both historic and contemporary examples of Art which focused on the 
chosen theme. Following this, students were asked to thoughtfully plan and generate various concepts 
to produce a final artwork which demonstrated the theme of identify and how it related to them.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pavani Katugampola 

Year 2 Teacher and Art Teacher 
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Update from School Council 
Our school council consists of Parent, Community and Department of Education (DET) members. The last 
school council meeting took place on the 17th June 2019. Several initiatives focusing on landscaping and 
the Victorian School of Languages were discussed. 

 

The Year 9 school captain Joy Raval requested the approval from School Council members to conduct a 
survey for Years 7-9 students for lunchtime activities and landscaping structures for the secondary     
areas.  

 

There has been a positive response to the setting up of the Victorian School of Languages at Truganina 
College. More information will be provided at a later date.  

 

School Council would like to thank all parents who have supported the tissue drive by donating tissue 
boxes to the classrooms.  

 
Pooja Parmar 
Parent School Council Member 

A reminder to all parents, families and students to take extra care during school pick up and drop off 
times. Please remember to use the school crossing safely and park cars safely on the side of the road as 
per the appropriate road rules.  

 

Please also refrain from parking on the school crossing, double parking, blocking driveways or parking 
across the private property of our neighbours.  

 

Students are reminded to always be safe and observant and to always look left and right before they 
cross the road.  

Just to let families know that the police —Westgate Highway Patrol will be monitoring the traffic around 
the College.  

The following fines will be issued:  

Speeding 10km to 25km over - $330 and 3 demerit 
points 

Unrestrained child - $372 and 3 demerit points 

Overloaded vehicle (too many passengers) –       
vehicle impounded, at a cost of in excess of 
$1010.00 and a trip to the Magistrates Court. 

Double parking - $99 

Please ensure that you are parked correctly so that no one receives a fine, or causes an accident.  

Families, do the safe thing to keep our children well and avoid a hefty fine. 

Road Safety Reminder 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwij9NPy8brQAhUFl5QKHVwSDPsQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tmr.qld.gov.au%2Fschoolcrossingsupervisors&bvm=bv.139250283,d.dGc&psig=AFQjCNHHTbuHYs2QINjvO3nD8hmHEISE1w&


 

 

School Success Starts with Attendance! 
A reminder to families that there is no safe number of days for missing 
school. Each day that your child misses, puts them behind, and can affect 
their educational outcomes.  

If your child is sick or absent, you are required to notify the school as soon 
as possible on the day of absence using one of the following methods: 

1. Log in to Compass and log the absence directly using the Parent Portal.  

2. Telephone the school office and let the staff know your child’s name, 
class, date of absences and reason. 

3. Email the school and provide the staff with your child’s name, class, 
date of absences and reason. 

Congratulations to our Attendance H.E.R.O’s based on the end of Term 2!  

Well Done students of 3H and 7D! 

Any questions in regards to attendance please contact Lisa Foster, Assistant Principal 

Attendance Data as at end of Term 2, Week  10 

Average days absent per student F-9 6.42 days  

2019 Target:  
Less than 15 days absent per student 

Foundation - Year 9  

Average days absent per student - Primary 6.29 days  

Average days absent per student - Secondary 6.94 days  

Foundation 6.93 Year 1 7.18 Year 2 6.14 Year 3 6.15 Year 4 4.90 

00A 8.05 1A 4.33 2A 6.20 3A 5.50 4A 6.42 

00B 7.90 1B 6.95 2B 7.05 3B 6.22 4B 4.61 

00C 10.71 1C 5.50 2C 5.91 3C 5.00 4C 4.13 

00D 5.35 1D 8.95 2D 4.00 3D 5.43 4D 5.09 

00E 7.18 1E 5.50 2E 5.90 3E 7.50 4E 4.75 

00F 6.46 1F 10.36 2F 7.00 3F 8.82 4F 5.48 

00G 5.14 1G 5.36 2G 6.55 3G 5.43 4G 3.79 

00H 5.61 1H 7.90 2H 5.10 3H 3.55     

00I 7.67 1I 9.50 2I 4.82 3I 7.91     

00J 6.09 1J 4.96 2J 8.95         

    1K 7.36             

    1L 9.35             

Year 5 5.65 Year 6 6.19 Year 7 6.46 Year 8 6.65 Year 9 8.09 

5A 4.75 6A 6.41 7A 6.35 8A 7.22 9A 8.06 

5B 4.74 6B 7.63 7B 8.79 8B 5.90 9B 6.86 

5C 6.52 6C 4.14 7C 7.25 8C 6.87 9C 10.55 

5D 4.74 6D 6.77 7D 5.10 8D 5.83 9D 6.98 

5E 7.52     7E 6.00 8E 7.31     

        7F 5.45         
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Dear Families,  

 

We are delighted to inform you that Truganina College will be participating in the world-renowned ICAS 
Assessments this year. ICAS is developed by UNSW Global, a wholly owned subsidiary of the University 
of New South Wales, with over 35 years’ experience in educational assessments. 

 

ICAS is designed to target students’ higher-order thinking and problem-solving skills. 

 

In 2019, we will be providing the opportunity for your child to sit the ICAS Assessments for English and 
Maths.  

Your child will sit the assessments during one of the dates below: 

Years 2-9 English – 16th – 18th September 2019 

Years 2-9 Maths – 18th – 20th September 2019 

Each assessment costs $15.95 (inclusive of GST) in order to participate. 

We apologise for the miscommunication about the cost of each assessment in our previous newsletter.  

 

All payments for the ICAS Assessments will need be online this year via the ICAS Parent Payment System 
and not through the College.  

Visit the new online Parent Payment System to make a direct payment to UNSW Global. Online payment 
will close on 14 August 2019.  

 

The Parent Payment System is a simple and secure online payment service specifically for parents to 
purchase ICAS Assessments.  

 
Parents can access this service by typing unsw.global/parentpay into a web browser or via the QR code 
below. 

 
Then enter our school's unique access code: bce200e4ac and add the required details for your child.  

 

Partnering with UNSW Global, we are proud to offer our students the ICAS Assessments, and look for-
ward to some fantastic results later in the year. 

 

If you have any questions, please contact: 

Ann Lee—Assistant Student Success Coordinator 

Vanitha Sujith—Assistant Principal 

 

 

ICAS Assessments Update 
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Parent Engagement in Learning 
Course 2019 

 
 Are you interested in learning some simple strategies to support your child’s learning at home? 
 Would you like to work with small groups of students in classrooms to develop their literacy skills? 
 Are you happy to volunteer your time to working with students in class?  

  

Then maybe you would like to attend a Parent Engagement in Learning Course at Truganina College. 

 

The Community Engagement in Learning Team will be running a Parent Engagement in Learning 
Course, in Term 3 - (Every Monday at 9.00-9.50, from 29th July until 19th August). This is an opportunity 
for you to develop some skills you can use at home with your child to support their reading or to be a 
parent helper in the classroom. 

All parents who help in the classroom will need to get a Working with Children Check. It is free for volun-
teers. Please use this address below to access the WWCC: 

 

http://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/home/applications/apply+for+a+check/  

 

The webpage looks like this: 
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http://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/home/applications/apply+for+a+check/
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Parent Engagement in Learning Course Sessions 

 

 
If you would like to be a part of our Parent Engagement in Learning Course, please sign up at the front 
office. 
 
We look forward to working collaboratively with you to support our students’ learning. 
 
 

Sadia Toqeer (Leading Teacher) 
Community Engagement In Learning Team 

Sessions Date Focus Location 

1 
  

Week 3 
29/07/2019 

Expectations 
What a reading session looks like 
Reading strategies 

Meet  
Miss Rose 
Power 
at 8:50am at 
the Truganina   
College front 
office. 

2 Week 4 

05/08/2019 
  

Classroom observation reflection and questions 

Reading strategies 

3 Week  5 

12/08/2019 

Classroom observation reflection and questions 

Reading strategies 

4 Week 6 

19/08/2019 

Reading Session in Action 

Celebration morning tea 
Certificate Presentation 

Parent Engagement in Learning 
Course 2019 Cont... 
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Cadbury Chocolate Fundraiser 
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Thank you to all those families that have sold their       
chocolates, and brought back their  money.  

 

For those families that haven’t brought their money back, 
can the money or the chocolates please be handed into 
the office.  

 

If there are any families who would like to sell some more 
chocolates, please see the Admin staff in the office to     
collect another box.  

 

Back by popular demand…  

The Scholastic Book Fair! 

Monday 5th August – Friday 9th August 
With more new and exciting books to lose yourself in!  

OPEN EVERY DAY: Before school from 8am-8.30am and after school 
from 3pm-3.30pm. Students will have the opportunity to browse and 

buy books during the day. 

Book Fair 



 

 

School Banking 
Get involved in the School Banking program. 
 

TRUGANINA P-9 COLLEGE is excited to offer the Commonwealth Bank School Banking program to all  
students. 
 

School Banking is a fun, interactive and engaging way for young Australians to learn about money and 
develop good savings habits. Children who deposit money into their Youthsaver account through School 
Banking earn Dollarmites tokens, which they 
can save up and redeem for exciting rewards. 

 

The rewards available during 2019 are: 

Scented Stackable Highlighters  

Snowy Origami Set                  

Icicle Slapband Ruler  

Yeti Fluffly Notepad  

Arctic Owl Fluffy Keyring 

Scratch Art Cards 

Water Skimming Bounce Ball  

Polar Pencils & Pencil Toppers 

 

School Banking is also a great fundraiser for our school. Our school receives a Regular Savers           
Contribution of $5 for every 10 deposits processed per student as well as an Annual Contribution which 
is based on the number of students who made at least one School Banking deposit in the prior year. 

 

Getting involved in School Banking is easy! 

All you need to get involved in the School Banking program is a Commonwealth Bank Youthsaver       
account. You can open an account for your child in one of two ways:   

 

1. Online 

Visit commbank.com.au/schoolbanking and click on the link to open a Youthsaver account.  

 

2. In branch 

Visit a Commonwealth Bank branch with identification for yourself and your child, like a driver’s licence 
and birth certificate. 

If your child has an existing Commonwealth Bank Youthsaver account they can start banking straight 
away. They just need to bring their deposit in every week on School Banking day using their Dollarmites 
deposit wallet.  
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Student Name _________________________ 

Teacher Name _________________________ 

Parent Name ___________________________ 

 

CHALLENGE!! 

How many words can you make that have ‘pa’ in 

them? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3 WINNERS WILL BE ANNOUNCED THIS ROUND! 

PRIZES! PRIZES! PRIZES!!!! 
 

Return your slip to your teacher with as many words      

written, with ‘pa’ in them for your chance to win a 

prize!! 
 

Slips must be returned by Thursday 1st August.  

Winners announced Friday 2nd August. 

Go For It! 

I have read my newsletter  

p a 
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