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The Australian Maths Competition took place on Thursday 1st August at Truganina College. School-based maths
competitions don’t get much bigger than this—with more than 15 million entries since 1978 and students in more
than 30 countries attempting the same problems each year!!
The school-based Maths competition is suitable for students from primary to upper middle years. Entrants in years
3–6 are asked to solve 30 problems in 60 minutes, while those in years 7–9 have 75 minutes to solve more
complex problems. The problems get more challenging as the competition progresses, so students of all abilities
will be challenged and inspired.
Well done to over 250 students from Truganina College who entered the Australian Maths Competition this year.
We look forward to celebrating your results with you.
NAPLAN results will be released mid-September – a very exciting time for our students and families. The Student
Success Team, lead by Courtney Hodgson have developed plans as to how this information will be shared with
our Year 3, 5, 7, 9 families in the coming weeks. We look forward to celebrating our successes in NAPLAN and
working together with families to build on the relationship of learning between home and the College.
A big thank you and well done to our Lead Literacy Team, Alycia Park, Vanessa Saffin, Maree Musarra, Connie
Vakaloudis, and Kristine Farrugia. We have continued purchasing books for our students with the aim of 1000
books in every classroom library. The team have shown passion and dedication towards establishing classroom
libraries and our whole College community have definitely caught the reading bug! Make sure you pop into your
child’s classroom to have a look at their library and enjoy a book together.

Athletics Day was a huge success for our year 7, 8 and 9 students. A friendly, competitive spirit was alive and well
amongst everyone on the day. Our Physical Education Department were super proud of everyone’s efforts,
especially in showing resilience throughout each event.
We are always proud of our students at Truganina College, especially how they engage in extra curricula
opportunities with passion and energy. Have a great week everyone, continue to contribute to our wonderfully
positive climate for learning here at Truganina College.

Nicole O’Brien
Director of Teaching and Learning Excellence, Foundation—Year 9

2019 Truganina College
Events Calendar
Date

Event

Monday 5th—Friday 9th August

Book Fair
Whole School Event

Friday 9th August

Year 9 Boys and Girls Basketball
Selected Year 9 Students

Tuesday 13th August

School Banking

Thursday 15th August

Author Visit—Lucinda Gifford
Year 5 Students

Friday 16th August

Primary School Athletics Carnival
Students in Year 4, 5 & 6

Monday 19th August

Curriculum Day
No school for students

Tuesday 20th August

School Banking

Thursday 22nd August

Book Week

Whole School Event
Thursday 22nd August

Imax ‘The Lion King’ Excursion
Year 4 Students

Friday 20th September

End of term 3
2.30pm finish

Tuesday 28th January 2020

2020 Curriculum Day
As approved by School Council

Thursday 28th May 2020

2020 Curriculum Day
As approved by School Council

Friday 29th May 2020

2020 Curriculum Day
As approved by School Council

Monday 17th August 2020

2020 Curriculum Day
As approved by School Council
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Book Week

On Thursday 22nd August 2019, we will be celebrating Book Week. Students and staff are encouraged
to dress as a character from their favourite book and/or create a character profile of their selected
character. This is not a ‘fancy dress’, students must have a copy of the book that contains their character
(personal copy of the published book, borrowed from the classroom library/Book Box or local Library,
etc.) with them on the day. Staff and students will be sharing their book with their peers and reading it
during The BIG Read. There will be different competitions running during the day. We encourage
creativity, recycled clothing and imagination for costumes.
Students are encouraged to bring a Gold Coin Donation - Money raised will support literacy resources
at the College.
Competitions on the Day!
1. The BIG Read: All College community members will sit and read simultaneously and share in the
enjoyment of reading starting at 8:35 am till 9:00 am. Families are welcome to read with their children
2. Class Competition: The best dressed and or the best character profile in each class will receive a
certificate.
3. Character Profile Competition: Enter your character profile as a poster to be in the running to win a
prize. A prize will be given for F-1, 2-4 and 5-9.
4. 100% of the Class Dressed in Character Costumes: The Class where all students come dressed as
their selected character and bring along their book will receive a special class award.
5. 100% Attendance Award: Classes with 100% attendance on the day will receive a special class
incentive.
6. PLC Teachers Award: The best dressed PLC will be selected by the Student Leaders.
Spot Prizes: Mrs Toqeer and Mrs Smith will be visiting classes with special guests and handing out
prizes in the morning.

Lauren Smith
Year 2 Teacher and TLT Leader
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Book Fair Is Now On!
Our College goal is to sell 1000 books!
Come on in and purchase a new and exciting book to lose
yourself in.
Thank you for supporting this fundraiser to build your
classroom libraries.
A BIG thank you to our community helpers for volunteering their
time to run the book fair.

Lauren Smith
Year 2 Teacher and TLT Leader

Wushka
At Truganina College we are using Wushka’s cloud-based levelled reading program in our
classrooms and would love you to continue reading with your child at home. The program
encourages students to engage with fiction and non-fiction texts on interactive devices.
Last fortnight Truganina College had over 3000 log ins! We would be so excited to see that
number increase even more.
Visit wushka.com.au to login and start reading!

If you have any questions about Wushka please ask your child’s teacher or contact Kylie
McKenna through the office.
Kylie McKenna
Enrichment Teacher
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ICAS Assessments Update
Dear Families,
We are delighted to inform you that Truganina College will be participating in the world-renowned ICAS
Assessments this year. ICAS is developed by UNSW Global, a wholly owned subsidiary of the University
of New South Wales, with over 35 years’ experience in educational assessments.
ICAS is designed to target students’ higher-order thinking and problem-solving skills.
In 2019, we will be providing the opportunity for your child to sit the ICAS Assessments for English and
Maths.
Your child will sit the assessments during one of the dates below:
Years 2-9 English – 16th – 18th September 2019
Years 2-9 Maths – 18th – 20th September 2019
Each assessment costs $15.95 (inclusive of GST) in order to participate.
We apologise for the miscommunication about the cost of each assessment in our previous newsletter.
All payments for the ICAS Assessments will need be online this year via the ICAS Parent Payment System
and not through the College.
Visit the new online Parent Payment System to make a direct payment to UNSW Global. Online payment
will close on 14 August 2019.
The Parent Payment System is a simple and secure online payment service specifically for parents to
purchase ICAS Assessments.
Parents can access this service by typing unsw.global/parentpay into a web browser or via the QR code
below.
Then enter our school's unique access code: bce200e4ac and add the required details for your child.
Partnering with UNSW Global, we are proud to offer our students the ICAS Assessments, and look
forward to some fantastic results later in the year.

If you have any questions, please contact:
Ann Lee—Assistant Student Success Coordinator
Vanitha Sujith—Assistant Principal
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Parent Engagement in Learning
Course 2019




Are you interested in learning some simple strategies to support your child’s learning at home?
Would you like to work with small groups of students in classrooms to develop their literacy skills?
Are you happy to volunteer your time to working with students in class?

Then maybe you would like to attend a Parent Engagement in Learning Course at Truganina College.
The Community Engagement in Learning Team will be running a Parent Engagement in Learning
Course, in Term 3 - (Every Monday at 9.00-9.50, from 29th July until 19th August). This is an opportunity
for you to develop some skills you can use at home with your child to support their reading or to be a
parent helper in the classroom.
All parents who help in the classroom will need to get a Working with Children Check. It is free for volunteers. Please use this address below to access the WWCC:
http://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/home/applications/apply+for+a+check/
The webpage looks like this:
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Parent Engagement in Learning
Course 2019 Cont...
Parent Engagement in Learning Course Sessions
Sessions
1

2

3
4

Date

Focus

Location

Week 3

Expectations

Meet

29/07/2019

What a reading session looks like

Week 4

Reading strategies
Classroom observation reflection and questions

Miss Rose
Power

05/08/2019

Reading strategies

Week 5

Classroom observation reflection and questions

12/08/2019

Reading strategies

Week 6

Reading Session in Action

19/08/2019

Celebration morning tea

at 8:50am at
the Truganina
College front
office.

Certificate Presentation
If you would like to be a part of our Parent Engagement in Learning Course, please sign up at the front
office.
We look forward to working collaboratively with you to support our students’ learning.
Sadia Toqeer (Leading Teacher)
Community Engagement In Learning Team

Parent Engagement in Learning
Course 2019 Term 3
The Community Engagement and Learning Team would like to celebrate an exciting
start to the Term 3 2019 - Parent Engagement in Learning Course. A BIG thank you to
those parents and families who participated and made this session a great success.
During the session, parents worked in pairs to share questions and thoughts about
reading at home. This was followed by a discussion which addressed some common
challenges faced by parents motivating their children during reading. For the second
session, we will discuss a few reading strategies that are explicitly taught at
Truganina College.
The Community Engagement and Learning Team organizes this course every term to
support parents and families. This course is designed for families and community members to develop skills that can be
used at home with children to support their reading or to be a community helper in the classroom. If you missed this great
opportunity this term, don’t forget to enroll for the course in Term 4. We highly value parent school partnership as it promotes
the growth and learning of our students. Happy reading!
Charvi Bhagat
Community Engagement in Learning Team
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Annual Parent Opinion
Survey
Truganina College is conducting a survey to find out what parents think of our
school. The Parent Opinion Survey is an annual survey offered by the
Department of Education and Training (DET) that is conducted amongst a
sample of the school community.

Families are randomly selected and invited to participate in this survey.
Results will be used to inform and direct our future school planning and
improvement. All responses to the survey are anonymous.
Families that have been selected have been emailed a link to access the
survey. I ask you to please take the time to complete the survey as your
opinions are important to us and will contribute to the future management
and organisation of our school.

It is designed to assist schools in gaining an understanding of parents’
perceptions of school climate, student behaviour and student engagement.
Our school will use the survey results to help inform and direct future school
planning and improvement strategies.
This year the Parent Opinion Survey will be conducted from Monday 22nd July
to Sunday 11th August.
The survey will be conducted online, only takes 10-15 minutes to complete.
The online survey will be available in a range of languages other than English
including: Arabic, Vietnamese, Mandarin, Chin (hakha), Hindi, Japanese,
Somali, Turkish, Punjabi and Greek.
If you have any questions, please contact Helen Salmond in the
Administration Office on 9368 9800.
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Road Safety Reminder
A reminder to all parents, families and students to take extra care during school pick up and drop off
times. Please remember to use the school crossing safely and park cars safely on the side of the road as
per the appropriate road rules.
Please also refrain from parking on the school crossing, double parking, blocking driveways or parking
across the private property of our neighbours.
Students are reminded to always be safe and observant and to always look left and right before they
cross the road.
Just to let families know that the police —Westgate Highway Patrol will be monitoring the traffic around
the College.
The following fines will be issued:
Speeding 10km to 25km over - $330 and 3 demerit
points
Unrestrained child - $372 and 3 demerit points
Overloaded vehicle (too many passengers) –
vehicle impounded, at a cost of in excess of
$1010.00 and a trip to the Magistrates Court.
Double parking - $99
Please ensure that you are parked correctly so that no one receives a fine, or causes an accident.
Families, do the safe thing to keep our children well and avoid a hefty fine.

Update from School Council
On behalf of the members of the School Council, I would like to welcome all new staff members to
Truganina College.
School Council requests all parents and carers at the College to send their children to school regularly
and punctually. The College places great importance on all students attending school and tracks
attendance data regularly.
There are still many chocolate boxes available to sell. If you are interested, please contact the office staff
for further details.
The School Council would like to thank parents for their participation in the Parent Survey. The survey is
currently being conducted.

Jagruti Dave
School Council President
9

Foundation Mathematics
Number and Algebra
Learning Intention
We are learning to skip count by 10s.
Success Criteria
I will be successful when I can:

Skip count by 10s.

Create my 100 days of smarter hat.

Glue or stick 10 materials onto each strip.

Use 10 coloured strips to make my hat.

In Term 3, the Foundation students celebrated 100 days of successful learning. Students demonstrated their
understanding of the number 100 by skip counting by 10s to create a celebration hat.

The Foundation students are continuing to build their number knowledge to apply their understanding to a
variety of learning experiences. In the classroom, students are encouraged to utilise ‘hands on’ materials to
support their mathematical reasoning. As a whole class, students worked together to add 10 to a known
number and skip count by 10s from 0-100.

Students then worked collaboratively with their peers to produce a hat with 100 items to share with our
community at our celebration.

Shannon Hume, Jaimie Vernon and Jennicar Guanzon
Foundation Classroom Teachers
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Year 4 Classroom Diversity
Learning Intention
We are learning about the diversity in our classroom.
Success Criteria
I will be successful when I can:
 Identify my own background and heritage
 Discuss our classroom’s diversity
 Articulate and represent artefacts of my background and/or culture.
 Discuss what the term ‘multicultural’ means
In Humanities, 4D have been
looking at diversity in our
classroom, and what it means to
be a multicultural country. The
students had the opportunity to
bring in and share something
from their culture.
Arisha and Yara taught us how
to say How are you? in Bengali,
and what relig io ns are
prominent in Bangladesh.
Anne and Alexis showed us the
type of dresses that are worn in
the Philippines, what languages
are spoken and dances that are
done on special occasions.
Annie told us about Hinduism and that the language they speak is Telugu. She wore a beautiful gown
that is worn for special occasions like a wedding or when you go to the temple.
Liam informed us about the traditional language of New Zealand - Maori and about their Gods.
Yvonne, Lori and Jason taught us how to say Hello, Yes and No in Samoan, and wore colourful
sarongs which are called Ie Lava Lava.
Ekam and Tristi educated us on the different languages that are spoken in India, and Avijot, Gursimar,
Akshraj and Pukhraj elaborated on the different religions and traditional dishes that are eaten.
We discovered that our classroom is extremely diverse, but most of all, no matter where we come from
we respect each other and treat each other equally.
Bianca Johnstone
Year 4 Classroom Teacher
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Year 8 Music
‘My Song’ Project
Learning Intention
We are learning about playing in time.
Success Criteria
I will be successful when I can:

Play in time with my group.

Play and listen at the same time.

In year 8 this term students will identify and analyse how the elements of music are used in different
styles and apply this knowledge in their performances. Students will interpret, rehearse and perform
songs and instrumental pieces in unison and in parts, demonstrating technical and expressive skills.
They will use aural skills, music terminology and symbols to recognise and memorise features in the
music they perform.
Through the unit, students are undertaking a ‘My Song’ project that will contribute to their portfolio. The
purpose of the project is to grow specific skills essential to being a musician. Student are learning to
research songs, discover lyrics and chords and collaborate with friends. Also, how to rehearse a band
and prepare for a performance. These skills will equip students for creative project work with friends;
the process of creating art is a powerful skill.

Julian Scheffer
Music Teacher
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School Success Starts with Attendance!
A reminder to families that there is no safe number of days for missing
school. Each day that your child misses, puts them behind, and can affect
their educational outcomes.
If your child is sick or absent, you are required to notify the school as soon
as possible on the day of absence using one of the following methods:
1. Log in to Compass and log the absence directly using the Parent Portal.
2. Telephone the school office and let the staff know your child’s name,
class, date of absences and reason.
3. Email the school and provide the staff with your child’s name, class,
date of absences and reason.

Attendance Data as at end of Term 2, Week 10
Average days absent per student F-9

7.10 days

Average days absent per student - Primary

6.97 days

Average days absent per student - Secondary

7.62 days

2019 Target:
Less than 15 days absent per student
Foundation - Year 9

Foundation

7.52

Year 1

8.04

Year 2

6.72

Year 3

6.90

Year 4

5.26

00A
00B

9.52
8.19

1A
1B

5.00
7.32

2A
2B

6.10
7.32

3A
3B

6.00
7.00

4A
4B

7.00
5.63

00C

10.82

1C

6.36

2C

6.09

3C

5.35

4C

4.26

00D

5.61

1D

9.41

2D

4.95

3D

6.09

4D

6.14

00E

8.05

1E

6.04

2E

6.80

3E

8.73

4E

4.83

00F

6.92

1F

12.05

2F

7.15

3F

9.77

4F

5.20

00G

1G

3.88

00I
00J

7.70
6.36

1I

10.59

2I
2J

5.95
9.60

3H
3I

6.00
4.77
8.55

4G

2H

6.96
6.25

3G

1H

6.33
9.00

2G

00H

5.82
6.30

1J

6.35

1K
1L

8.33
9.81

Year 5

6.41

Year 6

7.07

Year 7

7.11

Year 8

7.30

Year 9

8.14

5A
5B
5C

5.57
5.26
7.43

7.22
9.00
4.55

7A
7B
7C

7.30
9.40
8.45

8A
8B
8C

7.65
6.55
7.52

5.46

7.81

7D

5.55

5.92

7E
7F

6.15

8D
8E

9A
9B
9C
9D

8.47
7.23
11.48

5D
5E

6A
6B
6C
6D

8.39

8.82

8.96

5.80

Congratulations to our Attendance H.E.R.O’s - Well Done students of 4G and 7D!
Any questions in regards to attendance please contact Lisa Foster, Assistant Principal
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Staff Profiles
Get to know Nuha Mohamed - STEM Teacher
What is your favourite colour? My favourite colour is cream because it always
made me feel calm, happy and empowered.
What is your favourite number and why? My favourite number is two. It makes
me feel like I am not alone and I have someone to lean on and support. This is
one of the reasons I always try my best to be there for my students and provide
support.
What is your favourite book and why? It has to be ‘The Power of One’ by Bryce
Courtenay. I lost count of how many times I have read it. One of the many things
I learned from the book is that believing in oneself and dedication will eventually
prevail over hardship.
What is your favourite food? I have to admit that I am a sweet addict. One of my old favourites is Baclawa. It
is a Mediterranean sweet made with pastries and nuts.
What do you like most about teaching and learning? I like many things about teaching and learning. I like to
see the excited looks on the students’ faces when I introduce a topic they are interested in. I like to hear their
laughter after figuring out how to solve an equation. I like to help them understand the content of the subject
and connect it to their lives. I think what I love the most about teaching is the connection I develop with the
students and the opportunity it offers to reach out and assist them in their learning journey.

Get to know Sumeet Kaur – Year 2 Teacher in Room 7
What is your favourite colour? Aquamarine is my favourite colour. This
beach-inspired shade is a perfect balance between blue and green. It makes
me feel refreshed, peaceful and cheerful.
What is your favourite number and why? My favourite number is 7 because it is
my first home address and this home will always have cherished memories of
my family in my life. 7 will help me remember this beautiful house which I call
home.
What is your favourite book and why? I love reading fiction books, particularly
mysteries and adventure. During my childhood, I used to read the Nancy Drew
Series.
What is your favourite food? Butter chicken with rice is my favourite food. The taste is so luscious and
delicious. It is my favourite meal to eat.
What do you like most about teaching and learning? The best thing about teaching is every day is different.
You walk into the classroom and never know what you are going to find. Moreover, a teacher-student
relationship actually resembles friendship, which I find creates a positive learning environment and allows
for learning on both sides with a lot of laughter to go with it.
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Enrolments for 2020
Enrolments for 2020 are now open. If you have a sibling starting, please come to the
office for an enrolment pack.
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School Timetables
TIMETABLE A

TIMETABLE B

TIMETABLE C

Year
levels

Years 1,7,8,9

Year levels

Years 2,3,4

Year levels

Years F,5,6

Reading

8:35 – 8:50

Reading

8:35 -8:50

Reading

8:35 -8:50

Session 1

8:50 – 9:50

Session 1

8:50 – 9:50

Session 1

8:50 – 10:20

Recess
block

Eating time: 9:50 10:00
1st half 10:00 – 10:15
2nd half 10:00 - 10:30

Session 2

Recess

9:50 – 10:50

Recess

Eating time: 10:20 10:30
1st half 10:30 – 10:45
2nd half 10:45 - 11:00

Eating time: 10:50 11:00
1st half 11:00 – 11:15
2nd half 11:00 - 11:30

Session 2

11:00 – 12:00

Session 2

10:30 – 11:30

Session 3

11:30- 12:30

Session 3

11:30- 12:30

Session 3

12:00 – 1:00

Lunch

1st half 12:30 – 12:45
2nd half 12:45 – 1:00

Session 4

12:30 – 1:30

Lunch

1st half 1:00 – 1:15
2nd half 1:15 – 1:30

Session 4

1:00 – 2:00

Lunch

1st half 1:30 – 1:45
2nd half 1:45 – 2:00

Session 4

1:30 – 3:00

Session 5

2:00 – 3:00

Session 5

2:00 – 3:00

Tissue Drive
With the cold weather here and runny noses
becoming more common, all classrooms needs
for tissues have increase greatly. We need to
restock tissue supplies in each classroom.
If you could spare a box of tissues, please drop
them off to the office—this would be greatly
appreciated.
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Cadbury Chocolate Fundraiser
Thank you to all those families that have sold their
chocolates, and brought back their money.
For those families that haven’t brought their money back,
can the money or the chocolates please be handed into
the office.
If there are any families who would like to sell some more
chocolates, please see the Admin staff in the office to
collect another box.

Before and After School Care
The Department of Education has approved Camp Australia to
use rooms 38, 39, 40 & 41 . Therefore the capacity for before
and after school care has increased.
If you would like to book your child into before or after school
care, please call 1300 105 343.

Donations of Unwanted School
Uniform Items
We are hoping to build a stock of second-hand uniform items at the school, which can
potentially be redistributed to students who need them. We would kindly ask if you have any
unwanted clothing items at home, could you please hand them in to Kathy in Sickbay.
As we enter the colder months, we are especially looking for all types of school jumpers and
jackets. Your help in this is greatly appreciated.
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School Banking
TRUGANINA P-9 COLLEGE is excited to offer the Commonwealth Bank School Banking program to all
students.
School Banking is a fun, interactive and engaging way for young Australians to learn about money and
develop good savings habits. Children who deposit money into their Youthsaver account through School
Banking earn Dollarmites tokens, which they can save up and redeem for exciting rewards.
School Banking is also a great fundraiser for our school. Our school receives a Regular Savers
Contribution of $5 for every 10 deposits processed per student as well as an Annual Contribution which
is based on the number of students who made at least one School Banking deposit in the prior year.
Getting involved in School Banking is easy!
All you need to get involved in the School Banking program is a Commonwealth Bank Youthsaver
account. You can open an account for your child in one of two ways:
1. Online
Visit commbank.com.au/schoolbanking and click on the link to open a Youthsaver account.
2. In branch
Visit a Commonwealth Bank branch with identification for yourself and your child, like a driver’s licence
and birth certificate.
If your child has an existing Commonwealth Bank Youthsaver account they can start banking straight
away. They just need to bring their deposit in every week on School Banking day using their Dollarmites
deposit wallet.
Banking day is on a Tuesday in 2019. Each week you need to hand your Dollarmite book with the funds
to your Classroom teacher on Tuesday Morning for processing..

Congratulations Word
Challenge winners!
Congratulations to the following students who were the prize winners for the last
newsletter’s Word Challenge and made an impressive amount of words with ‘pa’ in
them:
Aryav Sing from 01A
Hazel Virk from 04C
Jeanne M’Munga from 05B
Well done to all of our winners!
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I have read my newsletter 
Student Name _________________________
Teacher Name _________________________
Parent Name ___________________________
CHALLENGE!!
How many words can you make that have ‘ch’ in
them?

c h
3 WINNERS WILL BE ANNOUNCED THIS ROUND!
PRIZES! PRIZES! PRIZES!!!!
Return your slip to your teacher with as many words
written, with ‘ch’ in them for your chance to win a
prize!!
Slips must be returned by Thursday 15th August.
Winners announced Friday 16th August.
Go For It!
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