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Truganina  
Times 

A warm welcome to week six of term three.  
 
Term three has been a big one for all of our budding mathematicians at the College.  This month, in excess of 250 
students took part in the Australian Maths Competition.  The students were well prepared for the assessment, 
with many of them able to clearly articulate which parts of the Maths Mantra they were using to work through 
challenging problems.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Everyone is capable of learning mathematics 
 
There is no such  thing as a ‘maths brain’. Everyone has the capacity to learn 
mathematics. Many believe that intelligence is unchangeable. But if you 
have a ‘growth mindset’ (Dweck, 2012) then you believe that you can 
achieve. You don’t give up when the work is challenging, or when you make 
mistakes. Mistakes are essential for learning and result in brain growth 
(Boaler, 2016).    
 
At home, we encourage all families to support the learning of mathematics 
and reading.  Both are strongly connected.  In order to be efficient at      
mathematics, you need to be able to read well.  There are many things that 
you can do to support your child to be an excellent mathematician and 
questioning and seeking a response is one such way.  Talking about our 
thinking and our chosen strategies helps us to clarify our learning.  On the 
following page you will find a list of questions to help support your child with 
Maths homework.  We strongly encourage you to trial the questions and 
provide the College with some feedback around the responses or learning 
you have noted whilst using these questions.  
 
Have a great week everyone! 
 
Sarah Dalton 
Assistant Principal – Teaching and Learning Excellence 

Principal Class Report Father’s Day Stall 

Dates 
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2019 Truganina College  
Events Calendar 

Date Event 
Thursday 22nd  August District Athletics Carnival 

Selected  Primary Students 

Thursday 22nd August Book Week 

Whole School Event 

Thursday 22nd August Imax ‘The Lion King’ Excursion 

Year 4 Students 

Friday 23rd August Book Week 

Year 4 Students Only 

Tuesday 27th August School Banking 

Wednesday 28th August—
Thursday 29th  August 

Kool Skools Music Excursion 

Selected Year 9 Students 

Wednesday 28th, Thursday 29th   

and Friday 30th August 

Father’s Day Stall 

Monday 9th September Narana Aboriginal Cultural Centre Ex-
cursion 

Students in Year 3A, 3B, 3C 

Wednesday 1st September Reptile Encounters Incursion 

Students in Year 1 
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Monday 16th—Wednesday 18th 
September 

Year 2-9 ICAS English Assessment 

Wednesday 18th—Friday 20th  

September 

Year 2-9 ICAS Maths Assessment 

Thursday 19th September Narana Aboriginal Cultural Centre Ex-
cursion 

Students in Year 3G, 3H, 3I 

Monday 14th October Narana Aboriginal Cultural Centre Ex-
cursion 

Students in Year 3D, 3E, 3F 

Friday 20th September End of Term 3 
2.30pm finish 

Thursday 12th September Imax & Teddy Bear Picnic Excursion 

Foundation Students 



 

 

Monday 7th October Start of Term 4 

8.35am start 

Thursday 24th  October Year 7 Information Night 

Friday 1st November Year 7 Enrolment Documentation Due 

Tuesday 10th December State-Wide Transition Day 

Students in Year 6-7 and 9-10 

Tuesday 28th January 2020 2020 Curriculum Day 

As approved by School Council 

 

Thursday 28th May 2020 2020 Curriculum Day 

As approved by School Council 

 

Friday 29th May 2020 2020 Curriculum Day 

As approved by School Council 

 

Monday 17th August 2020 2020 Curriculum Day 

As approved by School Council 

 

2019 Truganina College  
Events Calendar Cont... 

Date Event 

Father’s Day Stall - Volunteers 
required  

Truganina College is holding a Father's Day Stall on Wednesday 28th   
August, Thursday 29th August and Friday 30th August. All funds raised 
from the stall will go towards fundraising so that we can provide the best 
facilities for our students.  

In order for this stall to take place, a number of Community Helpers and 
volunteers are required to run the stall. Community members are need-
ed to ensure the stall takes place.  

Please see the office ladies to register your name. 
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Parent Engagement in Learning 
Course 2019 

 
 Are you interested in learning some simple strategies to support your child’s learning at home? 
 Would you like to work with small groups of students in classrooms to develop their literacy skills? 
 Are you happy to volunteer your time to working with students in class?  

 

Then maybe you would like to attend a Parent Engagement in Learning Course at Truganina College. 

 

The Community Engagement in Learning Team will be running a Parent Engagement in Learning 
Course, in Term 3 - (Every Monday at 9.00-9.50, from 29th July until 19th August). This is an opportunity 
for you to develop some skills you can use at home with your child to support their reading or to be a 
parent helper in the classroom. 

All parents who help in the classroom will need to get a Working with Children Check. It is free for volun-
teers. Please use this address below to access the WWCC: 

 

http://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/home/applications/apply+for+a+check/  

 

The webpage looks like this: 
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Parent Engagement in Learning 
Course 2019 Cont... 

Parent Engagement in Learning 
Course 2019 Term 3 

Parent Engagement in Learning Course Sessions 

 
If you would like to be a part of our Parent Engagement in Learning Course, please sign up at the front 
office. 

We look forward to working collaboratively with you to support our students’ learning. 

Sadia Toqeer (Leading Teacher) 
Community Engagement In Learning Team 

Sessions Date Focus Location 

Meet Miss 
Rose Power at 
8:50am at the 
Truganina   
College front 
office. 
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Week 7 

26/08/2019 

 

Reading Session in Action 

 

 

The Community Engagement and Learning Team would like to celebrate an exciting 
start to the Term 3 2019 - Parent Engagement in Learning Course. A BIG thank you to 
those parents and families who participated and made this session a great success. 
During the session, parents worked in pairs to share questions and thoughts about 
reading at home. This was followed by a discussion which addressed some common 
challenges faced by parents motivating their children during reading. For the second 
session, we will discuss a few reading strategies that are explicitly taught at            
Truganina College.  

The Community Engagement and Learning Team organizes this course every term to 
support parents and families. This course is designed for families and community members to develop skills that can  be 
used at home with children to support their reading or to be a community helper in the classroom. If you missed this great 
opportunity this term, don’t forget to enroll for the course in Term 4. We highly value parent school partnership as it promotes 
the growth and learning of our students. Happy reading! 

Charvi Bhagat 
Community Engagement in Learning Team 

Parent Opinion Survey 2019 
A massive thank you to all the families that took time to complete the Parent Opinion Survey. 246 families 
completed the survey. Once the results are published by the Department, we will use the results to help 
inform and direct future school planning and improvement strategies.  
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School Success Starts with Attendance! 
A reminder to families that there is no safe number of days for missing 
school. Each day that your child misses, puts them behind, and can affect 
their educational outcomes.  

If your child is sick or absent, you are required to notify the school as soon 
as possible on the day of absence using one of the following methods: 

1. Log in to Compass and log the absence directly using the Parent Portal.  

2. Telephone the school office and let the staff know your child’s name, 
class, date of absences and reason. 

3. Email the school and provide the staff with your child’s name, class, 
date of absences and reason. 

Congratulations to our Attendance H.E.R.O’s  - Well Done students of 4G and 7D! 

Any questions in regards to attendance please contact Lisa Foster, Assistant Principal 

Attendance Data as at end of Term 3, Week 4 

Average days absent per student F-9 7.84 days 

2019 Target:  
Less than 15 days absent per student 

Foundation - Year 9  

Average days absent per student - Primary 7.73 days 

Average days absent per student - Secondary 8.29  days 

Foundation 8.47 Year 1 8.75 Year 2 7.36 Year 3 7.77 Year 4 5.96 

00A 11.13 1A 5.62 2A 7.10 3A 6.45 4A 7.83 

00B 9.14 1B 7.91 2B 7.68 3B 8.77 4B 7.25 

00C 11.73 1C 7.55 2C 6.82 3C 6.00 4C 4.91 

00D 6.65 1D 10.23 2D 5.84 3D 7.33 4D 6.61 

00E 9.55 1E 6.09 2E 7.55 3E 9.95 4E 5.21 

00F 7.54 1F 12.95 2F 8.05 3F 10.36 4F 5.80 

00G 6.30 1G 6.91 2G 7.26 3G 6.50 4G 4.20 

00H 7.65 1H 9.86 2H 6.62 3H 5.45     

00I 8.35 1I 11.95 2I 6.73 3I 9.27     

00J 6.91 1J 6.83 2J 10.00         

    1K 9.19             

    1L 10.09             

Year 5 6.91 Year 6 7.92 Year 7 7.52 Year 8 7.94 Year 9 9.88 

5A 6.39 6A 7.93 7A 7.90 8A 8.27 9A 8.95 

5B 5.38 6B 9.67 7B 9.67 8B 7.55 9B 8.77 

5C 7.91 6C 5.03 7C 9.05 8C 8.13 9C 12.43 

5D 6.21 6D 9.31 7D 5.70 8D 6.36 9D 9.38 

5E 8.78     7E 6.38 8E 9.46     

        7F 6.40         



 

 

Wushka 
At Truganina College we are using Wushka’s cloud-based levelled reading program in our classrooms 
and would love you to continue reading with your child at home. The program encourages students to 
engage with fiction and non-fiction texts on interactive devices. 

Visit wushka.com.au to login and start reading! 

If you have any questions about Wushka please ask your child’s teacher or contact Kylie McKenna 
through the office. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kylie McKenna 
Enrichment teacher 
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Year 6-7 Transition 
Year 6-7 Transition 

Letters of confirmation for Victorian Government School Year 7 placement in 2020 have been sent home 
with Year 6 students. If you have any queries regarding transition, please contact our transition coordi-
nator, Megan Blackman. 

In the coming week, important information regarding Year 7 at Truganina College in 2020 will be avail-
able to families, this includes the following key dates for your diary: 

 

Year 7 Information Night: Thursday 24th October, 6pm 

Year 7 enrolment documentation due date: Friday 1st November 

State-wide Transition Day: Tuesday 10th October 

 

Megan Blackman 
Leading Teacher—Engagement Programs and Pathways 
Year 9 Classrooom Teacher 
 

The Book Fair was DINO-MITE! 
 

Over 400 books sold! 
 

A huge thank you to our College Community for supporting the Book Fair. We sold over 400 books with 
money raised to go towards adding more rich literature to your classroom libraries. 
 
Congratulations to the winner of the “Buy a Book to Win” raffle, Yug from 5D.  
 
Thank you to our Community Helpers, Peata, Colleen, Suzanne, Sabina, Kamaljit, Dawn and Priyanka 
and other amazing members for supporting students with selecting and purchasing their books. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lauren Smith 
Assistant Pedagogy Coach 
Teaching and Learning Team Leader 
Year 2 Classroom Teacher 
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Stepping Stones’ Treasure Hunt 
All Foundation classes have been on a Treasure Hunt in Stepping Stones!  

To find the treasure, they needed to follow a procedure to make a treasure map, then follow verbal directions to locate the 
treasure.  

Here we are making our treasure maps ! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After using crayons to draw and 
label different locations around the 
school, we gave our maps a rag-
ged edge by tearing around the 
edge of the page – this 

We then scrunched up our maps and 
added a brown stain to make our 

maps look really, really old! – This was 
great fun! 

 

We found ways to work collabora-
tively to make sure our maps had 

time to dry on the drying rack. 

“My map is soooooo old – 
it was made in 2016!”  

– Sana 00A 

Here’s an example of one of our 
treasure maps! 

We are now ready for our treasure hunt ! 
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Stepping Stones’ Treasure Hunt 
Cont…. 

We expanded our creativity to understand prepositional phrases (e.g. in, on, above, through, along): 

We jumped on each number… 

We travelled along the yellow lines… 

We tiptoed between the buildings… 

…until we found the treasure! 

 
Chloe Chan 
Primary STEM Teacher 



 

 

Pedagogy Report 

What is predicting? 

When readers predict, they use information in the text and their background knowledge also known as 
schema to make guesses about what they may find in the text. Readers use this strategy to prepare to 
read and monitor their comprehension during a reading experience. Readers should predict before, 
during and after the text ensure they are using evidence to support their thinking. 

  

How to predict using a text? 

We predict before, during and after Reading  

 Review the front and back of a book, the table of contents, the chapter names, subheadings and  
 diagrams prior to reading. 

 Make connections to the text (text to self, world and text) using your prior knowledge 

 Create your prediction using evidence in the text. 

While reading confirm or adjust your predictions using evidence in the text. 

 

Below are some posters and questions that you can use to support your children at home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kristine Farrugia 

Learning Specialist- Pedagogy Coach F-9 

Duke and Pearson Comprehension Strategies 

Predicting 
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Year 4 Spanish 
Weather & Subjects 

 

Learning Intention 
We are learning to write a sentence to describe our day at school.  
 
Success Criteria 
I will be successful when I can:  
 Identify what subjects I have each day in the timetable handout.  
 Identify the weather in Spanish.  
 Write sentences in Spanish describing the weather and what subjects we have.  
 

In term 3 the year 4 students have been learning the days of the week, weather and subjects on their timetable in 
Spanish. In week 4 students practiced the weather while revising numbers by playing a weather board game in 
Spanish. The task required students to practice saying the weather they landed on and write it down in their books.  

Examples:  

 Hace viento- It is windy 

 Hace sol- It is sunny  

In week 5 students were ready to attempt to write a sentence including what day it was, the subject they had and 
what the weather was like that day.  

Eg. El lunes tenemos arte y hace frio. = On Monday we have art and it is cold.  

These is an example from 4C:  

Remember to check out the Spanish blog to practice your Spanish and see what we have been doing the past 
few weeks in our Spanish lessons:  

 

http://spanishtruganinap9.global2.vic.edu.au/
bienvenidos/ 

 

 

 

Tania Fota 
Year 7 Co-ordinator 
Spanish & Humanities Teacher 
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Reduce, Reuse, Recycle 
By Cohen Lamb, Aditya Annedi, Takdir Shergill and Ritu Vajagouni – 4C 

 

When you throw something away, where is away? 

Away is landfills and the ocean. In 2050 there will be more plastic in the ocean than fish. 

We must stop this bad habit of ours! 

Last year scientists did an autopsy of a dead sperm whale and found 18kgs of plastic inside its belly. 

If we don’t stop littering it will ruin our world and environment and many animals will become extinct, 
just because of our bad habit of littering. 

As we litter, 300 000 dolphins are victims of plastic. 

 

Nude Your Food 

You can help to stop litter by going nude with food.  

Eating food that is plastic free, without wrappers means 
there is less litter at school and in our environment. Litter 
can seriously affect the health of animals and cause dis-
ease.  It’s not like humans are immune to plastic either. 
Chances are you have plastic contaminants in your 
body. 

 

 

Bringing nude food to school is helpful for our environment and reduces the percentage of litter. The less 
food we buy with plastic the less demand there is for factories to produce it.  

As a result of the negative impacts of plastic a growing number of 
people are now taking a stand to eliminate single use, disposable 
plastic. 

 

In conclusion, we should reduce, reuse and recycle everything that 
has plastic inside it. Stop this bad habit of ours and don’t litter.  

 

 

 

 

Emma Wasson 
Year 4 Teacher 
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Reduce, Reuse, Recycle Cont... 
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Year 7 Reading 
This term we are focusing on developing our passion for reading and learning to ‘stop and jot’ our thoughts as we read.  
Year 7 students are using sticky notes to record their thoughts as they read in order to keep track of their comprehension.  
This is a fantastic way for students to develop their ‘think aloud’ skills and engage more critically with their reading and use 
of the Duke and Pearson Comprehension Strategies. 

Both students and teachers are utilising their classroom libraries by exploring the range of new and existing books that are 
available.  Teachers are also promoting their own reading life by showcasing the books they have recently read, are cur-
rently reading and want to read next in the class room.   

Teachers have thoroughly enjoyed discussing books with students and hearing recommendations for the next great book 
to read! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tess Abbott 
Year 7 Teacher 
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Year 6 Robotics Competition 

First Lego League – Year 6 Robotics Competition 
 

On Tuesday the 6th of August, Truganina P-9 College’s very own Year 6 Robotics team competed in the 
First Lego League Day 3 Competition at the Encore Events Centre in Hopper’s Crossing. 

 

Up against 17 other schools and their Robotics teams, the ‘Truganina Technopaths’ took part in three 
categories of the program. These categories were; a set of Robot Obstacle Challenges, an explanation 
of Core Values and a presentation of Research Project. Each was critiqued by a set of volunteer expert 
judges from the program and we are happy to announce that our Truganina Technopaths received 
the Research Project Award! Congratulations to the Year 6 Robotics team on their huge achievement! 

 

Coding the robot and presenting our work was a challenging and rewarding experience. – Arush 

 

I liked that we won something because that motivated us as a team to do more and win. – Mubashir 

 

It was great being able to work together and being a team in a different environment. – Hanul 

 

It felt nice to see all of us working together and winning our prize. – Gurshift 

 

Once again, congratulations to our Year 6 Robotics team – Arush, Hanul, Mubashir, Gurshift, Apoorva, 
Malak, Om, Prajwala and Arianah!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Carmina Espino  
Year 6 Classroom Teacher 
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Year 9 Snow Camp 
On the first week of term 3, 20 students from Year 9 had the opportunity to go to Bogong Outdoor 
School and visit the snow at Falls Creek. It was fun to experience a different climate and learn how to 
ski, having the opportunity to learn a new skill was a great privilege. Most of us didn’t know how to ski 
and the camp instructors helped us by encouraging us to try harder and never give up. This allowed 
us to continue to build our resilience which is one of our school values. 

 

We also had the opportunity to interact with Bacchus Marsh College and Braybrook College students, it 
was good being able to meet new people and make new connections with other Year 9 students. 

 

Conzedine Oliva-Papalii and Nyathier Malual on behalf of 

Andre Arcega, Leonardo Basay, Farrah Dibb, Edrique Ishemzwe, Hayley Martin, Michelle Nguyen, 
James Paddock Toms, Jayden Paipa, John Pale, Saifullah Saifulbahri, Margaret Salesulu, Mark Stoicos, 
Tahsina Taib, Shaylah Tate, Divine Tavita, Thirth Thakkar, Keanne Tumandao and Jarius Yap  

 
Stewart Wilson 
Physical Education Teacher, Year 7 Co-Ordinator 
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Get to know Jane Kileen - Art Teacher 
 

What is your favourite colour? My favourite colour is yellow. 
 
What is your favourite number and why? My favourite number is 12         
because my sister’s birthday is the 12th of the 12th month. 
 
What is your favourite book and why? I enjoy reading books related to Art.  
I like these as I find them useful and full of new  ideas to add to my practice 
as a Specialist Visual Arts teacher.  
 
What is your favourite food? My favourite food is chocolate.  
 
What do you like most about teaching and learning? Within the teaching     
profession I love seeing the growth in students learning. I like teaching         
because it is a very rewarding career.  
 
 
 

Get to know Liesel Snart – Year 5 Teacher in Portable 18A 
 
What is your favourite colour? I love the colour green,  it reminds me of  
being outside in nature.  
 
What is your favourite number and why? I don’t really have a favourite 
number. I guess I prefer odd numbers though, my whole family have their 
birthdays on odd days in odd months. 

 
 
What is your favourite book and why? My favourite book would have to be 
Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban. Even now, 20 years after its   
release date it is still full of magic and mystery that makes it impossible to 
put down every time. 

 
What is your favourite food? Oh gosh, I love all food! At the moment I’ve been enjoying soups. It sounds 
boring, however, I’ve been getting creative with my vegetable combinations and have been enjoying the 
warmth they bring on these winter days.  

 
What do you like most about teaching and learning? There are many things I enjoy about teaching and 
learning, however, one of the most enjoyable things is the positive and supportive relationships I get to 
build with students. These relationships allow students the confidence to take risks in their learning. I 
love it when students feel comfortable and supported enough to step outside of their comfort zones,  
often leading to an ‘A-HA!’ moment. 

Staff Profiles 



 

 

Enrolments for 2020 
Enrolments for 2020 are now open. If you have a sibling starting, please come to the    
office for an enrolment pack.  
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Canteen Lunch Orders 

Please ensure that your child’s lunch order has 
their Name, Grade, Room Number and what 

they would like to order written on the paper bag.   

School Banking 
School Banking will take place on a Tuesday in 2019. If your child is interested in School Banking, please 
visit the link below for more information;  

 

                   https://www.commbank.com.au/personal/kids/school-banking.html 
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Congratulations Word 
Challenge winners! 

Congratulations to the following students who were the prize winners for the last  
newsletter’s Word Challenge and made an impressive amount of words with ‘pa’ in them:  

Isa Haris from 01H 

Aashka Purohit from 03E 

Shikha Patel from 04E 

Well done to all of our winners! 

Cadbury Chocolate Fundraiser 
Thank you to all those families that have sold their chocolates, and brought back their  
money. 

For those families that haven’t brought their money back, can the money or the choco-
lates please be handed into the office.  

If there are any families who would like to sell some more chocolates, please see the 
Admin staff in the office to     collect another box.  



 

 

 

Student Name _________________________ 

Teacher Name _________________________ 

Parent Name ___________________________ 

 

CHALLENGE!! 

How many words can you make that have ‘al’ in 

them? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3 WINNERS WILL BE ANNOUNCED THIS ROUND! 

PRIZES! PRIZES! PRIZES!!!! 
 

Return your slip to your teacher with as many words      

written, with ‘al’ in them for your chance to win a 

prize!! 
 

Slips must be returned by Thursday 29th August.  

Winners announced Friday 30th August. 

Go For It! 

I have read my newsletter  

a l 
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