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Principal Class Report
Spring is in the air!! And our Truganina College staff are jumping at the opportunity to provide differentiated
learning experiences to support every lifelong learner across Foundation – Year 9 to open more doors in
their future pathways. Our teachers act on the idea that they must be ready to use different approaches to
learning by tapping into students' interests. In every classroom, teachers ensure that students are focused at
being their best and better self, to ensure a focus on growth (Tomlinson, 2014).
Term Three is always a wonderful celebration of Australian children’s literature in schools, Early Education
Centres, libraries and bookstores around the country. The theme for CBCA Book Week 2019 was ‘Reading is
my Secret Power’ and reading does indeed give us secret powers: the power to walk in the shoes of others
through their stories; the power to escape into other worlds; the power to improve vocabulary and
imagination…the list goes on. Truganina College has been buzzing with students and staff dressed as
characters from literature entering our College gates. As a fortunate judge for the Book Week Character
Profile competition for the Middle Years, I’d like to thank all the students for their creative efforts and
congratulate winner Apoorva Budehal and runner-up Davesh Kalron from 6C for their success in the Year
5-9 category.

I’d like to also take this opportunity to remind students of one of our four values. As a College we’re focused
to support every student’s ability to Learn. As educators we support this through engagement and ensuring a
focused, positive and supportive environment free from barriers. We know that mobile phones are a
distraction from this. All students are expected to turn mobile phones off when arriving to school and store
them away in their bags throughout the day. Additionally, if parents or guardians need to reach their child,
they can do so by calling the school office on 9368 9800.

Christopher Pugh
Middle Years Assistant Principal

2019 Truganina College
Events Calendar
Date

Event

Thursday 5th September

Foundation 2020 Transition Day

Monday 9th September

Narana Aboriginal Cultural Centre
Excursion
Students in Year 3A, 3B, 3C

Tuesday 10th September

School Banking

Wednesday 11th September

Reptile Encounters Incursion
Students in Year 1

Thursday 12th September

Imax & Teddy Bear Picnic Excursion
Foundation Students

Thursday 12th September

Divisional Primary Athletics Carnival
Selected Primary Students

Monday 16th—Wednesday 18th
September

Year 2-9 ICAS English Assessment

Tuesday 17th September

Year 9 City Experience
Year 9 Students

Tuesday 17th September

Visit to the Melbourne Museum
Year 6 Students

Wednesday 18th—Friday 20th

Year 2-9 ICAS Maths Assessment

September
Thursday 19th September

Graffiti Education Incursion
Students in Year 8A, 8B, 8D

Thursday 19th September

Narana Aboriginal Cultural Centre
Excursion
Students in Year 3G, 3H, 3I

Thursday 19th September

Foundation 2020 Transition Day
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2019 Truganina College
Events Calendar Cont...
Date

Event

Thursday 19th September

Secondary Regional Athletics
Selected Students

Friday 20th September

Graffiti Education Incursion
Students in Year 8C, 8E

Friday 20th September

End of Term 3
2.30pm finish

Monday 7th October

Start of Term 4
8.35am start

Monday 14th October

Narana Aboriginal Cultural Centre
Excursion
Students in Year 3D, 3E, 3F

Thursday 24th October

Year 7 Information Night

Thursday 24th October

Foundation 2020 Transition Day

Friday 1st November

Year 7 Enrolment Documentation Due

Thursday 7th November

Foundation 2020 Transition Day

Thursday 21st November

Foundation 2020 Transition Day

Tuesday 10th December

State-Wide Transition Day
Students in Year 6-7 and 9-10

Tuesday 28th January 2020

2020 Curriculum Day
As approved by School Council

Thursday 28th May 2020

2020 Curriculum Day
As approved by School Council

Friday 29th May 2020

2020 Curriculum Day
As approved by School Council

Monday 17th August 2020

2020 Curriculum Day
As approved by School Council
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School Council Report
The most recent School Council Meeting was held on 26th August 2019 and as always was very focused
and a success!
Our Student Leaders, Joy Raval and Margaret Salesulu shared the process for selecting the Student Planner
Covers for 2020. The student leaders voted on the final designs and explained it was a tough choice
deciding on only one design. Stay tuned for winners to be announced as well as the covers being
revealed. Joy and Margaret shared their experience of having Mayor Mia Shaw visit the College on the
22nd of August. Joy and Margaret will write a full report for the next newsletter.

Congratulations to Bernadette Smallwood, Meaghan O’Callaghan and Rose Hashim, three of our talented
staff have started the CREATE course at Bastow’s Institute for Educational Leadership. Congratulations to
Vanitha Sujith who has been successful in being selected as a participant in the Unlocking Potential,
Principal Preparation program through Bastow too.
School Councillors were very excited about the next cycle of Student Success Club beginning on the 11 th
August 2019. The sessions are held every Monday from 3.20pm – 3.50pm. Snacks are provided for the
students before the club begins. In this cycle, Chloe Chan, a staff member from our College who is also a
NAPLAN assessor helped develop booklets to address the misconceptions in Reading and Maths for Years
2, 4, 6 and 8. Principal Class and middle leaders identified staff with the focus on building their capacity to
work with cusp students. Together, leaders and staff will be running the club in this cycle. This cycle will go
for six weeks.
Thank you to Lisa Foster, Assistant Principal for taking School Council through the Attendance Policy and
Procedures, as well as the Parent Payment Policy and Implementation. We read through the policy, asked
questions and look forward to Lisa presenting more updated policies as part of the ongoing process
associated with the Victorian Registration and Qualifications Authority.
Nicole O’Brien
Director of Teaching and Learning Excellence
Foundation – Year 9
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Intercultural Capability
Professional Learning
As part of the Curriculum Day on Monday, the 19th of August the Community Engagement in Learning
Team conducted a professional learning experience for staff regarding the Intercultural Capabilities at
Truganina College.
Staff were asked to reflect on their own understanding of culture, connect to the diverse cultural
backgrounds we have at Truganina College and plan for learning experiences that will support all
students, staff and community members to feel equipped to understand their own culture, and have
the skills required to communicate effectively with people from different backgrounds.
The Community Engagement in Learning Team would like to sincerely thank the following community
members who volunteered their time to share their experience, cultural perspectives and participate
as guest speakers:
Jagruti Dave: School Council President Truganina College
Sahar Amjad: Parent Representative School Council Truganina College
Maryan: Electorate Officer at Joanne Ryan’s Office.
The staff provided the following feedback following the session:
“Great guest presenters!”
“The guest speaker element made it easier to connect to the learning!”
“Valuable information!”

We look forward to opportunities to further engage our community in professional learning
experiences at Truganina College.
Rose Power
On behalf of the Community Engagement in Learning Team.
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School Success Starts with Attendance!
A reminder to families that there is no safe number of days for missing
school. Each day that your child misses, puts them behind, and can affect
their educational outcomes.
If your child is sick or absent, you are required to notify the school as soon
as possible on the day of absence using one of the following methods:
1. Log in to Compass and log the absence directly using the Parent Portal.
2. Telephone the school office and let the staff know your child’s name,
class, date of absences and reason.
3. Email the school and provide the staff with your child’s name, class,
date of absences and reason.

Attendance Data as at end of Term 3, Week 4
Average days absent per student F-9

8.62 days

Average days absent per student - Primary

7.73 days

Average days absent per student - Secondary

9.29 days

2019 Target:
Less than 15 days absent per student
Foundation - Year 9

Foundation

9.54

Year 1

9.69

Year 2

8.03

Year 3

8.71

Year 4

6.86

00A
00B

12.65
9.77

1A
1B

6.33
8.41

2A
2B

7.76
8.18

3A
3B

7.32
10.36

4A
4B

8.92
9.39

00C

12.36

1C

8.77

2C

7.64

3C

6.57

4C

5.25

00D

8.43

1D

11.81

2D

6.63

3D

8.24

4D

7.52

00E

11.00

1E

6.78

2E

8.15

3E

11.13

4E

5.50

00F

8.08

1F

13.68

2F

9.40

3F

11.00

4F

7.12

00G

1G

4.52

00I
00J

9.43
8.09

1I

13.50

2I
2J

7.35
10.55

3H
3I

7.08
6.50
10.32

4G

2H

7.52
7.29

3G

1H

7.64
10.81

2G

00H

7.04
8.65

1J

7.74

1K
1L

9.81
11.23

Year 5

7.58

Year 6

8.89

Year 7

8.42

Year 8

8.95

Year 9

11.05

5A
5B
5C

6.91
6.00
8.65

8.93
10.15
5.76

7A
7B
7C

8.70
10.76
10.05

8A
8B
8C

9.09
8.95
9.22

6.96

11.04

7D

6.55

7E
7F

7.67

8D
8E

9A
9B
9C
9D

10.10
10.09
13.86

5D
5E

6A
6B
6C
6D

10.50

9.48

7.08

10.14

6.81

Congratulations to our Attendance H.E.R.O’s - Well Done students of 4G and 7D!
Any questions in regards to attendance please contact Lisa Foster, Assistant Principal
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Father’s Day Stall
We have had another successful community
event at the College. Students visited Father's
Day stall to purchase gifts for their father or a
special person in their life.
Thank you to all of our wonderful parents,
grandparents and extended family members
that helped us to make it a big success!
A massive thank you all the parent volunteers
who dedicated their valuable time to support
Truganina College Community to run this
event with great success.

A big shout out to the following volunteers:
Colleen Purton

Karly Chiarezza

Peata Lepua

Aisha

Sabina Anwer

Aafran

Belinda

Suzanne Pattison

Faalili

Michelle Curry

Dawn Rose

Saria Mansoor

Nezlie

Kirsty Heffernan

If you would like to support us by volunteering during events
or special occasions, please contact the front office.

Charvi Bhagat
Community Engagement in Learning
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Soundgarage Concert
SOUNDGARAGE CONCERT DATE!
We are so excited to announce that this years concert date will be:
Tuesday 12th of November (in the school Gym).
We will send out more information regarding the time closer to the date, please keep the evening free!
Any questions or queries please contact Maddie Owen at maddie@soundgarage.com.au or 0401 844
522

Year 6-7 Transition
Year 6-7 Transition
Letters of confirmation for Victorian Government School Year 7 placement in 2020 have been sent home
with Year 6 students. If you have any queries regarding transition, please contact our transition coordinator, Megan Blackman.
In the coming week, important information regarding Year 7 at Truganina College in 2020 will be available to families, this includes the following key dates for your diary:
Year 7 Information Night: Thursday 24th October, 6pm
Year 7 enrolment documentation due date: Friday 1st November
State-wide Transition Day: Tuesday 10th October
Megan Blackman
Leading Teacher—Engagement Programs and Pathways
Year 9 Classrooom Teacher
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Student Success Club
The second cycle of Student Success Cub has successfully kicked off this term. Staff and students have
been enthusiastic and excited about this initiative. In this cycle, we have had more than 20 leaders and
staff who have been working tirelessly together on Monday after school to work collectively with Years
2, 4, 6 and 8 students to support student outcomes in Literacy and Maths. This cycle is also special
because it’s the first time in three years since the club began that parents have volunteered their time
to help run the club.
Booklets have been developed by Chloe Chan, a member of our staff, focusing on the misconceptions
in Reading and Maths.

The Reading and Maths Mantras are also unpacked to help students understand how to use the
Mantras to answer questions.
We would like to take the opportunity to thank all parents who have supported this initiative by giving
consent for their children to be part of this club. The home-school partnership is very important for our
students to achieve their fullest potential.
“Student success club is a great achievement at the College, it focuses on student learning in Literacy
and Maths. Staff at Truganina have taken a collective responsibility for improving school performance
and with the support of parents and the community we have a collective focus on student learning and
increasing outcomes”. – Kristine Farrugia
“In student success club we are learning about the Reading Mantra and how we use it. We use the
Mantra in Reading to help us understand the book we are reading. For example, when I start a new
book we use the predicting box on the Mantra”. - Christian Teklehaymanot 4B

Amber Mallia
Lead 21st Century Team Curriculum Member
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Primary School Athletics Day
On Friday 16th August our Year 4, 5 and 6 students took part in the annual Athletics Day at Werribee
Athletics Track. The day was a big success as all students had the opportunity to participate in a variety
of athletics events, including the 100m, 200m, 800m running events and field events such as long jump
and shot put. Students competed extremely hard and were able to demonstrate their skills at each
event. It was great to see all students and teachers dressing up on the day by wearing their house
colours and representing their teams. Thank you to all staff that assisted on the day and braved the cold
wintery conditions. Congratulations to green house that were the winning house. The final tally finishing
on:
1st Green House – 16582 points

2nd Blue House – 15390 points
3rd Red House – 14647 points
4th Yellow House – 13506 points
DISTRICT ATHLETICS
On Thursday 22nd August, approximately fifty students competed at the District Athletics Championships
against eight other schools in the Truganina District. The students competing were students that had
either came first or second at our school athletics day. All students participated to the best of their ability
and represented the school in a positive manner by demonstrating the school values. Congratulations to
the students that were successful on the day and will now compete at the Divisional Championships
later this term.

Liam Carter
Physical Education Teacher
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Book Week
Reading Is Our Secret Power!
On Thursday August 22nd and Friday August 23 rd the staff and students celebrated the Children’s Book
Council Book Week by dressing up as their favourite characters and writing character profiles.
The college was buzzing with discussions about the characters that had arrived at the college on both
days and students sharing their favourite books with their teachers and peers.
Jagruti Dave, President of Truganina College School Council and Sahar Amjad, Parent Representative of
Truganina College came into award prizes to students who were using their ‘Secret Power’. Our special
visitors, along with Ms Toqeer and Ms Smith, visited classrooms during the morning and were amazed
by the creativity of the costumes and the detailed descriptions of their characters.

Congratulations to the winners of the Character Profiles Challenge

F-1 Winners

2-4 Winners

5-9 Winners

Jacob and Sehajpreet

Nivaan and Aresha

Darvesh and Apoorva

Well done to the Foundation team who
were voted ‘Best Dressed Professional
Learning Community’ by the Year 4
Class Leaders.

Thank you to all the community members that supported this event, we raised $391.80 to go towards
shade structures out in the yard.
Lauren Smith
Assistant Pedagogy Coach
Teaching and Learning Team Leader
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Year 8 Reading
Year 8s Enjoy Reading The Diary Anne Frank
This term in Year 8 English, we have been expanding our historical, cultural and ethical knowledge
though out text study ‘The Diary of Anne Frank.’ We are currently reading and using our inferencing skills
to create parallel creative texts using a range of text types such as formal letters, newspaper reports
and even graphic novels. While reading we have been using questioning to find out more about the
historical events of the time. We even used some of our Maths skill to mark out the size of the rooms in
the hidden annex and imagine what it would be like to live in such a small space. The next step in our
learning will be to complete an essay on the types of conflict experienced by Anne and her family; this
will bring together our historical knowledge and knowledge of the text, its characters, themes and
purpose.

Sarah Carr
Learning Specialist- English F-9
Food Technology
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Year 9 Kool Skools Excursion
On the 28th and 29th of August Margaret, Raven, Conzedine, Michelle, Andre, Kwai, Ali, Sukhman and
myself, along with Miss Nolan and Mr James, had the opoportunity to be able to drive up to
Collingwood to participate in a recording program called Kool Skools. For two consecutive days we
were at the studio from 10am-4:30pm recording! The days were long however it was an experience
from which we gained a lot. We were able to record 5 songs; Highway To Hell, Valerie, Perfect, Beauty
And The Beast and For Whom The Bell Tolls. We also recorded 2 originals by Margaret and Raven. We
learned to work together more effectively and to be able to make many decisions as a band. Along
with recording an album we also created an album cover. The album will be sent to the College once
the professionals have polished the production process.
Prapti Paudel, Year 9D
“In one word, how would you describe this experience?”
Memorable – Michelle
Mesmerising, Something New – Sukhman
Demanding, Productive – Kwai
Amazing – Andre

Chelsea Nolan
Secondary Music Teacher
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Extra Curricular Dance
During Term 2 and 3, Dance has been offered as part of our Extracurricular Activities during lunch times
which is a great success!
With a focus on our Year 6 students in Term 2, they attended classes most lunch times, and as a School
we entered into a Dance competition for the first time!
The students worked on flexibility, musicality and choreography which they performed at the Primary
School Dance Competition on stage in front of a huge audience!
The competition was open to all participating students however only a small number from the group
could attend.
The performers who represented our School at the Competition were:
Adior Deng – Class 06A
Denaya Santos – Class 06C
Faith Passi – Class 06B
Prajwala Dontenini – Class 06B
The girls participated in the Primary School Dance Competition representing Truganina P-9 College
along with other Schools such as;
Baden Powell Primary School
Carlton Gardens Primary School
Derrimut Heath Primary School

Good News Lutheran College - (Primary)
Iramoo Primary School.
The girls had a fantastic experience representing the College, supporting each other and other Schools,
being responsible, building confidence in themselves and gained a real sense of achievement!
After the performance, the group were called onto stage and applauded for appreciation and were later
awarded category Winners for the Most Multicultural Performance of the event!
Congratulations to all of our student Dancers!
We are very excited to be continuing with Extracurricular classes during lunch-time and look forward to
welcoming more students!
Term 3 Extracurricular lunch-time classes
Year 4 Dance – Monday, Wednesday and Friday
Year 5 Dance – Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday
Year 6 Dance – Friday
Year 7 Fitness & Wellbeing – Wednesday
Year 8 Fitness & Wellbeing – Thursday
Year 9 Fitness & Wellbeing – Friday
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Extra Curricular Dance Cont...

Jade Purdie
Extra Curricular Coach and Administration
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R U OK? DAY – 12th September 2019
R U OK? Day is a national day of action dedicated to reminding everyone to ask
someone “Are you ok?” and support those struggling with life . Every day people
experience life’s ups and downs but sadly, at these times many people feel they don’t
have anyone to confide in.
Taking part can be as simple as learning R U OK?’s four steps so you can have a
conversation that could change a life.
The signs someone may be struggling may be subtle, but some common signs are
changes in behaviour, sleep patterns, energy levels and mood. Any day we notice
those signs or feel that something’s not quite right, we need to trust our gut instinct, ask
R U OK? and start a conversation that could change a life.
The day is about inspiring people to start these conversations every day of the year.
For further information, please see https://www.ruok.org.au/

Paula Poots
Secondary School Nurse
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Wushka
At Truganina College we are using Wushka’s cloud-based levelled reading program in our classrooms
and would love you to continue reading with your child at home. The program encourages students to
engage with fiction and non-fiction texts on interactive devices.
Visit wushka.com.au to login and start reading!
If you have any questions about Wushka please ask your child’s teacher or contact Kylie McKenna
through the office.

Kylie McKenna
Enrichment teacher
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2019 Healthy & Active Expo
Sport & Recreation, Wyndham City Council
James Robortella, Inclusion & Participation Officer –
james.robortella@wyndham.vic.gov.au // 9742 0840
Wyndham City’s 2019 Healthy and Active Expo runs from 21 September – 13 October. The
Expo showcases a variety of sports, fitness and wellbeing activities within the local
neighbourhood with free events, clinics and ‘come and try’ sessions for all ages and
abilities.
Whether you’re looking to kick start your fitness, try a new team sport or in search of a
little relaxation, there’s a session to suit you! Choose from more than 125 free sessions,
including lots of fun and rewarding ‘come and try’ activities for kids and families.
The Healthy & Active Expo also provides a great opportunity to meet new people in a fun,
relaxed and supported environment.
All sessions are free – some sessions have limited availability so registrations essential.
Bookings can be made via https://www.wyndham.vic.gov.au/healthyandactiveexpo
For more information please contact Wyndham
email healthyactiveexpo@wyndham.vic.gov.au
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City

on

9742

0777

or
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Canteen Lunch Orders
Please ensure that your child’s lunch order has
their Name, Grade, Room Number and what
they would like to order written on the paper bag.

School Banking
School Banking will take place on a Tuesday in 2019. If your child is interested in School Banking, please
visit the link below for more information;
https://www.commbank.com.au/personal/kids/school-banking.html
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Last Day of Term
The last day of Term 3 is Friday 20th September. School finishes at
2.30pm on this day.
Term 4 begins on Monday 7th October at 8.35am.

Cadbury Chocolate Fundraiser
Thank you to all those families that have sold their chocolates,
and brought back their money.
For those families that haven’t brought their money back, can the
money or the chocolates please be handed into the office.
If there are any families who would like to sell some more
chocolates, please see the Admin staff in the office to collect another box.

Congratulations Word
Challenge winners!
Congratulations to the following students who were the prize winners for the last
newsletter’s Word Challenge and made an impressive amount of words with ‘pa’ in them:
Aditya Annedi from 04C
Haniyah Jaaid from 05B
Sebeha Yusuf from 07F
Well done to all of our winners!
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I have read my newsletter 
Student Name _________________________
Teacher Name _________________________
Parent Name ___________________________
CHALLENGE!!
How many words can you make that have ‘so’ in
them?

s o
3 WINNERS WILL BE ANNOUNCED THIS ROUND!
PRIZES! PRIZES! PRIZES!!!!
Return your slip to your teacher with as many words
written, with ‘so’ in them for your chance to win a
prize!!
Slips must be returned by Thursday 12th September.
Winners announced Friday 13th September.
Go For It!
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