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 College Captain Announcement 
 

We are proud to announce the successful College Captains for 2020. The rigorous application 
process included many brave students writing applications to be shortlisted, for what was their 
first ever interview. The applicants successfully shortlisted then had the opportunity to complete 
speeches to their attentive peers before voting commenced. When voting concluded, we were 
joined by Ms Joanne Ryan MP (elected to the House of Representatives for Lalor), for a             
celebratory assembly. Congratulations to Charlie Hickey 8D and Bhupali Pylla 8E who were    
announced as College Captains. Both are very deserving leaders who will continue to bring the 
students voice and agency to the shared vision for Truganina College. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pictured left to right: Christopher Pugh, Charlie Hickey, Joy Raval, Joanne Ryan MP, Bhupali Pylla and       
Margaret Salesulu 
 
 
 

Principal Class Report 



 

 

Principal Class Report 
Continued... 
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Community 

Congratulations to the Community Engagement Team who have continued their successful work in supporting the 
greater community of Truganina College. It was pleasing to see so many families take the opportunity to further 
develop their understanding of NAPLAN and how they can ensure their children realise their potential. Importantly, 
thank you to all the staff who were dedicated to provide support and strategies for our families.  

 

Recently the Community Engagement Team also led our year 1 and 6 fun run to raise money for a new            
playground. Attendance and participation were positive across both year levels. It was great to see families,     
students and staff embrace the pain to pace themselves through the distance event. 

 

Subject preferences for 2020 year 8 and 9 

Another opportunity for student voice has been initiated with students currently selecting from a variety of subject 
preferences. As a College we pride ourselves on providing many learning opportunities for literacy and numeracy 
growth. This process also provides important information for the College to meet the needs of our students who 
are entering their senior schooling years and pathway development. 

 

Warm weather - hat and water 

Also, a ‘warm’ reminder that it’s heating up. It’s timely to check hats are on heads and students are leaving for 
school ready to learn with a reusable water bottle.  

 

Christopher Pugh 
Middle Years Assistant Principal 

2019 Truganina College Events Calendar 

Date Event 
Thursday 14th  November Science Excursion on Sustainability 

Students in  Year 7 

Thursday 19th  November Transition to Secondary Workshop 

Students in Year 6 

Tuesday 19th November School Banking 

Thursday 21st November NGV International Excursion 

Students in  Year 9A & 9C 

Thursday 21st November Foundation 2020 Transition  Day 

Friday 22nd November NGV International Excursion 

Students in  Year 9B & 9D 

Tuesday 26th November Junior Athletics Carnival 

Students in  Foundation  -   Year 3 



 

 

Tuesday 28th January 2020 2020 Curriculum Day 

As approved by School Council 

Thursday 28th May 2020 2020 Curriculum Day 

As approved by School Council 

Friday 29th May 2020 2020 Curriculum Day 

As approved by School Council 

Monday 17th August 2020 2020 Curriculum Day 

As approved by School Council 

2019 Truganina College  
Events Calendar Continued... 

Date Event 
Tuesday 26th November School Banking 

Thursday 28th November Brickworks Incursion 

Students in  Year 2A, 2C, 2E, 2F, 2H 

Friday 29th November Brickworks Incursion 

Students in  Year 2B, 2D, 2G, 2I, 2J 

Wednesday 4th December Pathways Excursion 

Students in Year 9 

Thursday 5th December Celebration Day and Graduation 

Students in Year 9 

Friday 6th December Activities Day 

Students in Year 9 

Monday 9th—10th December Year 9 Tarneit Senior Transition 

Tuesday 10th December State-Wide Transition Day 

Students in Year 6-7 and 9-10 

Wednesday 11th December Parent Teacher Interviews 

Students in  Foundation to Year 6 

Thursday 12th December Parent Teacher Interviews 

Students in Year 7 to Year 9 

Wednesday 11th—20th  December Year 9 Work Experience 

Thursday 19th  December Grade 6 Graduation 

Friday 20th December Last  Day of  School 

School finishes at 1.30pm 

Wednesday 29th January First Day of  School  2020  

Students in Year 1  - 9  

School starts at 8.35am 

Thursday 30th January First Day of  School  2020  

Students in Foundation 

School starts at 8.35am 
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Naming the Truganina College 
Houses! 

We need your vote! 

This year the Student Leadership Council set a goal to name the Truganina College houses. The final names will 
be used to represent the houses at all future events and will form an important part of the identity of Truganina 
College. To support the Department of Education’s Marrung Strategy – Indigenous names were chosen to ensure 
the rich and thriving culture of our First Nations peoples are celebrated. 

 

 

As Blue House captains, we see many skilled students who will participate in important events in the 
future for the school and many respectful students who are resilient, follow college values,                
expectations and complete tasks to a high standard that Truganina P-9 college upholds for them. 
Rosemarie & Danula 

 Bonner 
Neville Bonner was an Australian politician, and the first 
Aboriginal Australian to become a member of the      
Parliament of Australia. He later became the first         
Indigenous Australian to be elected to the parliament by 
popular vote. 

Blue House 

QR code 
  

 
  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Q7KVDXC 

 Thurston 
Johnathan Thurston is a rugby league footballer who 
played for Queensland, Australia and represented     
Indigenous All Stars. 

He is now the managing director of The Johnathan 
Thurston Academy, which encourages Australian youth to 
access the educational and vocational resources needed 
to secure meaningful employment. 

As Yellow House captains, we see a great amount of sportsmanship and fairness. People in the yellow 
house have high spirits and never give up, even if they lose, they are resilient. We are very proud of all 
members of the yellow house and look forward to seeing them improving on their skills. 
Aliyah & Akash 

 Unaipon 
David Unaipon was an Indigenous Australian of the     
Ngarrindjeri people, a preacher, inventor and author.    
Unaipon's contribution to Australian society helped to 
break many Indigenous Australian stereotypes, and he is        
featured on the Australian $50 note in commemoration 
of his work. 

Yellow House 

QR code 
  

 
  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/J9QVG3Z 

  

 
  Watson 

Yannima Tommy Watson known as Tommy Watson (born 
1930s) was an Indigenous Australian artist, of the           
Pitjantjatjara people from Australia’s central western 
desert. He was described by one critic as "the greatest 
living painter of the Western Desert". 
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Naming the Truganina College 
Houses! Continued... 

We need your vote! 
It has been an exciting opportunity for the students who have been responsible for defining what their house 
stands for and which famous Indigenous Australian best represents this. Please take some time to scan the 

code for your house and have your say on who it should be named after. 
Scan the codes with your smart phone camera or a QR reader app OR type in the address below each colour. 

Voting ends on the 20 November 2019. 

As Green House captains, we look at the students that participate in our house and see a growth mindset in 
their learning at school. Green House students show good sportsmanship and try their best when competing. 
Nathan & Mere 

 Mabo 
Eddie Mabo is known for his role in campaigning for   
Indigenous land rights and for his role in a landmark   
decision of the High Court of Australia which overturned 
the legal doctrine of terra nullius ("nobody's land").  This 
decision was the first time that indigenous land rights 
were formally recognised. 

  

Green House 

QR code 

  

 
  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Q7FVWBL 

  

 Freeman 
Cathy Freeman is arguably the greatest ever indigenous 
Athlete.  She won numerous Commonwealth and Olympic 
medals, and continued to promote indigenous rights and 
culture post-career.    

As Red House captains, we have seen everybody in the red house showing sportsmanship and upholding the   
College Values. Even if we win or lose we are always supporting the other houses and being resilient. We want to 
see more growth in all the house members because we believe in them and know that we can achieve greatness. 
Nigam & Meenal 

 Namatjira 
Albert Namatjira was the first Northern Territory Aboriginal 
person to be freed from restrictions that made Aboriginal 
people wards of the State. In 1957, he became the first  
Aboriginal person to be granted restricted Australian    
citizenship, which allowed him to vote and have limited 
land rights. 

Red House 

QR code 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/QLHFCYM 

  

 
  O’Donahue 

Lowitja O’Donahue is an Aboriginal Australian retired    
public administrator. In 1990-1996 she was the inaugural 
chairperson of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Commission. Member of the Stolen Generation. Became 
an activist for indigenous rights. 
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State Members Report 

State Members Report – Truganina P-9 
 

As your local Member of State Parliament and as a Mum of two school aged children, ensuring our kids 
have the best quality education is one of my greatest priorities. This year the Andrews State Government 
has been working hard delivering the school infrastructure our community deserves. Across the State we 
have invested $5.6 billion to deliver more than 1,400 school upgrades and supporting over 7,500        
construction jobs for Victorians. 

 

This year, Truganina P-9 College received over $2 million in additional funding. Two new architecturally 
designed double storey relocatable buildings will be available from Term 1, 2020 and will help the 
school deliver a first class education. The school also received an extra $131,848 in maintenance funding 
as part of the State-wide School Maintenance Blitz. 

 

I look forward to continuing to work with Principal Crowle to advocate for what’s best for Truganina P-9 
College. 

 

 

 

 

 

Sarah Connolly 

State Member for Tarneit 
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School Success Starts with Attendance! 
A reminder to families that there is no safe number of days for missing school. Each day that your child 

misses, puts them behind, and can affect their educational outcomes.  

If your child is sick or absent, you are required to 

notify the school as soon as possible on the day 

of absence using one of the following methods: 

1. Log in to Compass and log the absence 

directly using the Parent Portal.  

2. Telephone the school office and let the 

staff know your child’s name, class, date of 

absences and reason. 

3. Email the school and provide the staff 

with your child’s name, class, date of absences and reason.  

Any questions in regards to attendance please contact Lisa Foster, Assistant Principal 

Attendance Data as at end of Term 4, Week 6 

Average days absent per student F-9 12.14 days 

2019 Target:  
Less than 15 days absent per student 

Foundation - Year 9  

Average days absent per student - Primary 11.84 days 

Average days absent per student - Secondary 12.87  days 

Foundation 13.21 Year 1 12.63 Year 2 11.19 Year 3 12.66 Year 4 9.35 

00A 15.52 1A 10.05 2A 10.36 3A 10.68 4A 12.44 

00B 12.04 1B 10.27 2B 11.82 3B 14.59 4B 12.96 

00C 14.35 1C 10.70 2C 9.00 3C 10.36 4C 7.40 

00D 13.78 1D 14.77 2D 9.25 3D 12.71 4D 10.54 

00E 14.48 1E 9.39 2E 10.81 3E 16.30 4E 6.40 

00F 13.61 1F 19.45 2F 14.32 3F 13.41 4F 10.24 

00G 10.83 1G 10.41 2G 9.48 3G 10.57 4G 5.64 

00H 12.00 1H 13.85 2H 12.10 3H 9.95     

00I 13.64 1I 15.96 2I 10.65 3I 15.38     

00J 12.04 1J 10.09 2J 14.40         

    1K 11.65             

    1L 15.05             

Year 5 10.37 Year 6 12.42 Year 7 11.39 Year 8 12.33 Year 9 15.77 

5A 10.00 6A 13.11 7A 12.84 8A 13.64 9A 14.19 

5B 8.56 6B 14.00 7B 14.23 8B 12.86 9B 16.36 

5C 10.83 6C 7.48 7C 14.05 8C 12.75 9C 18.04 

5D 10.04 6D 15.50 7D 8.45 8D 9.27 9D 14.15 

5E 12.61     7E 10.00 8E 13.58     

        7F 8.82         
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 Parent Teacher Interviews – Semester 2 2019 

Assessment is an integral part of the teaching and learning that takes place at          
Truganina College. Throughout terms three and four, staff have been working hard on 
assessing learning tasks completed by students. These learning tasks and other       
student learning data are used towards completing your child’s school report. 

Formal school reports will outline your child’s achievements, the next steps for their 
learning and information regarding their effort, behaviour, home reading targets, 
homework and attendance at school. 

Parent Teacher Interviews give the opportunity to discuss your child’s learning and     
areas for future improvement.  

Parent/Teacher Interviews for Semester Two 2019 will take place on the following dates: 

Foundation to Year 6 
Wednesday 11th December  

3:30pm – 7:30pm 

Year 7 to Year 9  
Thursday 12th December 

3:30pm – 7:30pm 

Family login details will have been sent home in Student Planners. If you have forgotten 
or misplaced your login details please contact your child’s classroom teacher or the   
office staff. 

 

Families can also find a helpful document on our school website titled, ‘Guide to     
Booking Parent/Teacher Interviews.’ 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Courtney Hodgson 
Leading Teacher - Student Success Coordinator 
Year 7 Sub-School Leader 
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School Council Report 
College Captains 

The Student Leadership Council of 2019 has given us many opportunities to improve Truganina College.     
Throughout the year, we have been involved in a variety of learning experiences. For example, in our SLC      
meetings we have discussed how we can improve the student Attitudes to School Survey results (ATSS). The areas 
of ATSS that we focussed on as an SLC were School Connectedness and Student Voice and Agency, as they are 
areas we felt we could improve significantly and they are priorities of the school. We attempted to address these 
areas through lunchtime engagement activities, student support groups and other extracurricular groups. Since    
taking these steps, we feel that there has already been improvement in these areas at the College.   

The Years 4, 5 and 6 class captains are collaborating in Term 4 on a joint initiative to address the issue of food 
related rubbish at  the college. We are currently planning on developing a day to raise awareness through Nude 
Food. This day will be combined with a casual dress/pyjama day to raise money towards the college fundraising 
priorities.  

The Grade 5/6 Leaders have been  busy in Term 3 and 4. At the end of Term 3 they attended the final SRC Day 
with Joanne Ryan (Federal member for Parliament). They reflected on their year gathering data to collect            
regarding their unit on waste. Our Primary College Captains, Om and Ria, wished to share these final words: “We 
have been busy helping with Foundation transition and helping families to rooms. It has been a good challenge 
to be a leader.” 

This year the College House Captains have been identifying potential names for the Truganina College houses. 
The final names will be used to represent the houses at all future sporting events and are an important part of the 
identity of Truganina College. It has been a very exciting job for the students who have been responsible for     
defining what their house stands for and which famous indigenous Australian best represents this. Don’t forget to 
vote for your favourite name!! 

Planning has already started for the induction of the 2020 Student Leadership Council. Recently, the Year 8s had  
a formal assembly where the 2020 College Captain candidates delivered speeches explaining why they believe 
they would be an ideal person for the role. This was a great opportunity to hear from our prospective leaders and 
expand student voice. To be shortlisted for this stage, the prospective school leaders had to complete a detailed 
written application and sit an interview with Mr Pugh, Miss Blackman, Ms Fota and one of our 2019 College    
Captains, Joy Raval. Following this rigorous process, we would like to congratulate Charlie Hickey and Bhupali 
Pylla on their successful appointment as 2020 College Captains. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Joy Raval and Margaret Salesulu 
College Captains 



 

 

Community Engagement—Supporting 
Your Child’s Learning At Home 

Dear Families, 

 

On 31st of October 2019, we held the “Community Engagement – Supporting your Child’s Learning at 
Home” information session for parents and families of Year 2, Year 4, Year 6 and Year 8 students. The 
session was a huge success, and we thank all those who attended the session. 

 

Families were presented information about the high expectations and the variety of assessments that 
take place at Truganina College in order to address the learning needs of every student. 

 

Families were provided resources to further support their child’s learning at home. All families were    
encouraged to continue using our Truganina College Reading and Maths Mantra, Thinking Skills 
(metacognition) and Problem Solving Strategies.  
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Last Day of Term 

The last day of Term 4 is Friday 20th December.  

 

School finishes at 1.30pm on this day.  

We encourage all families to access this information at the following link.  

 

https://truganinap9.vic.edu.au/community-engagement-in-learning/ 

 

Or  

 

Use a QR Scanner application to scan the following code and access the webpage.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please speak to your child’s classroom teacher for further information. 

 

 

Sadia Toqeer 

Assistant Principal Year 7 and 8  & Community Engagement in Learning 

 

Community Engagement—Supporting 
Your Child’s Learning At Home 

Continued... 
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First Lego League Competition 
On the 7th of November, we, the Truganina Technopaths participated in the First Lego League            
Competition for the 2019 season. We got to school at 8:15am and got on the bus. As soon as we arrived, 
we got to work perfecting our robot and presentations. First, we had round 1 of the Robot Games, we did 
really well and earned 45 points. We had to overcome many challenges the day before the competition 
but we got together as a team and worked through them. Other schools had really good projects as 
well but we did our best to earn points. Our research project was successful and the judges were       
impressed at our ability to do such a project in the time given. 

We learnt a lot and were challenged. We had loads of fun interacting with the other schools especially 
because we had to share mats and some of the equipment. We got really cool team shirts to wear. 
Thank you to Mr Shiel, Miss Espino and the First Lego League team. 

 

Team members: Hanul, Arianah, Apoorva, Prajwala, Malak, Arush, Mubashir, Om, Danula and Gurshift. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prajwala (Year 6B) 
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Truganina College Fun Run 
The Truganina College Fun Run was a great success!  

On Monday 4th of November, 2019 students from Year 1 and 6 participated in Truganina College Fun 
Run at the Community Oval next to the College. 

Students who have been raising money for a new playground prior to the event tried their very best to    
complete as many laps of the oval as possible.   

  

“On the day when we had the Fun Run, I felt really excited. I ran 7 laps around the oval because my  
family worked hard raising $100 for the school!”        

Shivansh Nukalapati 1D 

 

“On Monday the 4th of November, the Grade 1 and 6 students participated in a fun run. The fun run was 
to raise money for shade sails for our school.  It was very exciting and fun to do laps for a good cause. 
Everyone tried their best to do as many laps as they could and it was motivating to see the Grade 1’s do-
ing their best.  At the end we got some cold treats. When I finished I learnt that if you try your best you 
can achieve anything.. “ 

Rahma Murekerisoni 6D 

 

A number of students managed to complete over ten laps! What an amazing effort by our students! All 
students demonstrated college values throughout the event. 

Western United donated prizes to hand out to students who ran the most laps, demonstrated college 
values. 

Thank you to all staff, students, parents and family members came and supported the event. 

Friendly Reminder: You have until 19th of November to raise money. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Xavier O’Halloran 
English & Humanities Teacher 
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Foundation Stepping Stones 

As part of Truganina College’s oral language program Stepping Stones, students are becoming       
Super-Spellers! 

With assistance from Year 6 students, spellers listen to the sounds which make up Oxford words. They 
then race each other to form the words using magnetic letters on mini-whiteboards. The participant 
who creates the word correctly using the least amount of time is given the Oxford Word flashcard. The 
winner is the person who obtains the most cards. 

Congratulations to all Foundation Super-Spellers! And thank you to all our Grade 6 helpers! 
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Foundation Stepping Stones 
Continued... 

 

 

 

Chloe Chan 

STEM Teacher 



 

 

  

In Term 4, students of Grade 3 have been observing Earth and Space Sciences. They were given a    
project ‘Our Earth, Our Responsibility’, where they were encouraged to create a new, useful product  
using recycled materials. Students of Year 3 put in their best efforts and created beautiful projects,     
understanding the importance of reuse and recycle. 

It was amazing to see how students used plastic bottles, containers, ribbons, milk bottles, boxes, tissue 
rolls, straws and cans. They also shared the purpose of the project and the materials used to make it 
with their peers. Well-done students! 

 

 

Here are some photos of the wonderful and productive work done by Year 3 students. 

Year 3 STEM Project 
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Year 3 STEM Project Continued.. 

Inderpreet Kaur 

STEM Teacher 
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Tissue Drive 
Truganina College will be holding a ‘Tissue Drive’ for 
the rest of the year and kindly asks any families to     
donate tissue boxes to the school to be used by        
students in the classrooms.  

 

We thank you all in advance for your donations and   
assistance.  

 

These can be handed into the front office or given to 
your teacher 

School Banking 
School Banking will take place on a Tuesday in 2019. If your child is interested in School Banking, please 
visit the link below for more information;  

 

                   https://www.commbank.com.au/personal/kids/school-banking.html 

Parent Volunteers required  

Truganina College is looking for Community Helpers 
and volunteers who would like to help contact our 
school books.  

If you are interested in helping with this, please see the 
ladies in the office.  



 

 

Get to know Daniel Suarez - Physical Education Teacher 
 

What is your favourite colour? My favourite colour is sky blue. 

 
What is your favourite number and why? My favourite number is 23. When I was 
growing up, some of my favourite athletes wore this on their jersey, and it has 
always been a number that I would choose when playing sports or as my lucky 
number.  

 
What is your favourite book and why? My favourite book is Captain Underpants 
because I love comic books and super heroes and when I was a kid, I would run 
around the house dressed as him shouting “Tra La LAAAAAA!” 

 

What is your favourite food? I cannot decide on one type of food as my favourite 
because I have too many that I enjoy so much. But my top three foods would 
have to be a burger, pizza and a chicken parma. 

 
What do you like most about teaching and learning? I enjoy seeing the growth of student’s abilities when         
participating in sporting activities and having an impact on students’ lives as they spend so much of their time at 
school. Also being a sports teacher I enjoy the competitiveness of the students each lesson, their willingness to try 
new sports/activities and ‘trying’ to beat  Mr. Suarez. 

 
 

Get to know Inderpreet Kaur –  STEM Teacher 
 
What is your favourite colour? My favourite colour is pink, especially baby pink. It is 
a very cool and charming colour. Pink attracts me a lot and it is a perfect mixture 
of red and white.   

 
What is your favourite number and why? My favourite number is 3 because my 
son was born on 30th and my house number is 35. They both start with 3. 

 
What is your favourite book and why? My favourite book is The Alchemist by Paulo 
Coelho. It is an inspiring tale of self-discovery and a combination of mysticism, 
magic, wisdom and wonder. It gives a powerful message to pursue your dreams 
by following what your heart desires. 

 
What is your favourite food? I like to have different varieties of food from Indian 
street food to Japanese pan cake, chicken with rice and naan. I have a sweet tooth that is why I like to munch on 
everything and anything that is sweet. 

 
What do you like most about teaching and learning? Learning is an ongoing process and we all learn something 
new everyday. I believe that a Teacher imparts education and skills to the students, while doing so, they acquire 
knowledge from students too. I like to interact with students and engage them in learning. It gives me immense 
pleasure when students gain information and knowledge during their learning time.  

Staff Profiles 
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Cadbury Chocolate Fundraiser 
— Discounted Boxes 

Wear a SunSmart Hat! 
A reminder that all students are to wear their hats outside during Term 
4 and Term 1.  

Hats can be purchased from Noone Imagewear   

54 Old Geelong Road, Hoppers Crossing 
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Thank you to all those families that have sold their  
chocolates, and brought back their money. 

For those families that haven’t brought their money 
back, can the money or the chocolates please be   
handed into the office.  
 

If there are any families who would like to sell some 
more chocolates, please see the Admin staff in the    

office to collect another box.  

Boxes (Freddo only) are now discounted to $40 a 
box for 60 chocolates  

Payment must be made when collected. 

Congratulations Word 
Challenge winners! 

Congratulations to the following students who were the prize winners for the last  
newsletter’s Word Challenge and made an impressive amount of words with ‘ne’ in them:  

Manan Rai from 00G 

Samantha Kerr from 02B 

Mili Kapeli from 07E 

Well done to all of our winners! 



 

 

 

Student Name _________________________ 

Teacher Name _________________________ 

Parent Name ___________________________ 

 

CHALLENGE!! 

How many words can you make that have ‘do’ in 

them? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3 WINNERS WILL BE ANNOUNCED THIS ROUND! 

PRIZES! PRIZES! PRIZES!!!! 
 

Return your slip to your teacher with as many words      

written, with ‘do’ in them for your chance to win a 

prize!! 
 

Slips must be returned by Thursday 21st November.  

Winners announced Friday 22nd November. 

Go For It! 

I have read my newsletter  

d o 
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