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With such a different start to Term two and many communications from the College in the first four weeks of Term,  it is 
with great excitement that I write the College Newsletter. 

The newsletter is one of the College traditions that reinforces the culture and values of our amazing school, and          
highlights the Truganina Community, the students, the families and the staff.  

Our focus continues to be on the learning and wellbeing of each member of our community.   

Firstly, I would like to thank you for providing encouragement and routines at home to support remote and flexible 
learning. The praise and gratitude you have shown for our Teachers, Education Support and Administration Staff has 
been appreciated, as we, all work together in supporting your child’s learning.  

During this unprecedented time, a positive outlook is so important. We know each person is doing their best and we   
appreciate your efforts. 
 
It is also important to look after your physical and mental wellbeing at this time. At Truganina, we care about each other 
and the wellbeing of our students is a priority. Our Student Wellbeing and Engagement team, including the College’s 
Child Psychologist have placed a number of resources on the College Website to support your child’s  wellbeing at home. 
 
Establishing a healthy daily routine is also helpful for our mental and physical health, as well as concentration and     
learning.  
 
I am hoping that as the weeks have progressed, you have found a natural rhythm that represents what your family can 
manage. Please also know that some days your usual family routine may feel challenging and that is ok in these times to 
take a break - go for a walk, take a bike ride, bake a cake or find somewhere comfy to read a book. You can then return 
to the learning refreshed from this ‘brain break’. 
 
It has been fabulous to hear about the quality learning conversations that teachers are having with students as part of 
their regular and planned phone calls. Your child’s teacher will continue to call home twice weekly to support their  
learning from home. 
 
In addition to this regular communication, we were pleased to have the email function enabled through the College 
platform Compass. Simply click on the “Email Teacher” button and your message will be sent directly to your child’s 
teacher. Please keep in mind as you email teachers, they will be holding scheduled learning conversations with   students 
and may not be able to respond to your email immediately. Staff will read and respond to all emails within standard 
working hours and will endeavour to reply to you within 48 hours. This is keeping with the Department of Education and 
Training’s value of Responsiveness. 
 
 
 



 

 

2020 Truganina College  
Events Calendar 

Date Event 

Monday 8th June Public Holiday 

No school 

It has also been positive to hear your feedback about the improvements made to Learning Packs as we continue to     
provide high quality, differentiated and engaging learning experiences to support students with continuity of learning 
from home. We will continue to be responsive to your feedback as we place learners at the centre of all we do. 
 
The different requests for resources to assist with learning that each of you have provided to teachers has been passed 
on to the Remote and Flexible Learning Team. In just three weeks, we have distributed resources to over 600 families, 
including stationery, reading books, paper-learning packs and 132 electronic devices. 
 
Our Information and Communications Technology team is continuing to review the functionality of our Compass 
platform and other applications that may continue to assist with student engagement, learning and                                
communication.  Considerations are being made in alignment with Department policies to ensure the safety and         
wellbeing of our students, families, and staff in an online environment. In addition, our Literacy and Numeracy teams are 
currently developing videos to support you with understanding and using our Reading Mantra and Maths Mantra. We 
will continue to keep you updated. 
 
The advice of the Minister of Education and the Victorian Chief Health Officer continues to be that all students who can 
learn from home must learn from home. We have been supporting between 50-70 children of essential service         
workers on-site. We are required to carefully follow the Department guidelines. If you have any questions about school 
attendance please let your child’s teacher know and your sub-school Assistant Principal will then be in  contact. 
 
As I write about what we - Students, Families and Staff - have achieved in just a few short weeks, I am incredibly proud of 
the efforts and resilience of our Truganina College community.  

I am genuinely appreciative and thank each of you for your care and flexibility. 

I miss the bustle of our amazing College and greeting you all at the gate each afternoon. 

I invite each of you to email through to your teachers pictures of you learning at home so that we can remain connected.  

Please continue to stay safe and healthy. 

 Kind Regards 

Jenny Crowle 
Principal 

Principal’s Report Continued ... 
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Independent Reading 
Whilst students are working remotely, it is essential that they are continuing to complete independent 

reading each day with a Just Right Book to ensure they are working towards achieving their 300 nights of 

reading in 2020.  

In addition to literature from classroom libraries, there are a number of online reading platforms (please 

speak to your child’s teacher for login details).  

Reading Platforms 

ABC Education https://education.abc.net.au/home#!/home 

African Storybook  https://www.africanstorybook.org/ 

The Age https://www.theage.com.au/ 

Audible App for Apple/Android devices 

Kids Discover Online https://online.kidsdiscover.com/ 

Storyweaver https://storyweaver.org.in/ 

Wushka https://wushka.com.au 

Wushka is a digital reading platform with over 600 fiction and      

non-fiction levelled texts to support your child’s reading. Each      

levelled text is designed to engage your child with reading including        

colourful illustrations, audio narrations to provide support when 

sounding out unknown words, and online quizzes to use critical 

thinking skills. During Remote and Flexible Learning, please continue 

to use the Reading Mantra and Duke and Pearson Comprehension 

Strategies with your child to achieve their reading goals.  

Justine Ryan 
Assistant Principal - Teaching and Learning Excellence  
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Learning For Life 
 
As we are adapting to the remote and flexible learning model, it is important to keep your 
children engaged, happy and healthy while continuing their learning at home. 
 
We have collated a list of activities which will provide you with opportunities to spend quality 
time with your children and teach them lifelong skills.  
 
Make the most of this time and enjoy some of these activities with your family. 
 
 Cooking and baking 

 Checking the weather forecast 

 Playing card games 

 Colouring, drawing and painting 

 Writing letters or emails 

 Cleaning and doing chores 

 Playing board games 

 Reading  

 Budgeting  

 Doing puzzles 

 Building with Lego 

 Listening to music 

 Taking a walk 

 Listening to podcasts or audiobooks 

 
Please email and let us know the activity you enjoyed the most and what you have learnt from 
the activity. 
 
Email: truganina.p9.co@edumail.vic.gov.au  
 
Sadia Toqeer 
Assistant Principal 

Community Engagement in 
Learning 
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School Council Update 
We hope all families are staying safe as we begin Term 2 with our children beginning remote and flexible 
learning from home.  

 

The members of school council met on 17th April 2020. Our Principal, Jenny Crowle and Nicole O’ Brien,         
Director of Teaching and Learning Excellence presented the 2019 Annual Report to council.  This report can be 
found on the College website https://truganinap9.vic.edu.au/  

 

The 2019 Annual Implementation Plan has been completed and endorsed by Judy Maguire (Senior Education 
Improvement Leader) and School Council President, Jagruti Dave. 

 

Truganina College is carefully following all Department of Education and Training advice on COVID-19. The 
guidelines and updates can be found on the Truganina College website.  

 

We would like to take this opportunity to extend our heartfelt appreciation to Marilyn Jefferies who is        
stepping down from her role as a community member of the council. Marilyn was a founding member of the 
school council and was elected school council president in 2015 and held that position for three years. She 
continued as community member until April 2020.  Marilyn was an active member and contributed her time in 
classrooms listening to children read. We would like to thank her for her contributions to the Truganina      
Community.  

 

We would also like to take the opportunity to congratulate Jagruti Dave who has been re-elected as president 

of school council. We look forward to working with her and the other members of our school council.  

 

Vanitha Sujith 

Soundgarage Term 2 Update 
Soundgarage will sadly not be operating for the time being.  

 

Soundgarage have been working on some fantastic resources that we would love to share with you all so that you 
can still incorporate music in your home routine, look out for information coming soon! 

 

For those families who have paid Soundgarage fees upfront for the year, we thank you and ask for your patience. 
When we can resume normal lessons, we will arrange appropriate refunds for the term/terms missed. For any  
family requiring a refund due to financial hardship, please contact Maddie Owen and we can make confidential   
arrangements with that family. 

 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone for their support and that we are excited to get back to 
lessons as soon as possible. Take care. 

 

 Maddie Owen   0401 844 522                                                maddie@soundgarage.com.au 
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Looking after your wellbeing 
during Remote and Flexible 

Learning 
As a community, we are currently facing unprecedented changes to our everyday lives as a result of 
COVID 19. When we are faced with adversity, we can experience negative impacts on our mental health 
and wellbeing. 
 
We may find ourselves feeling overwhelmed with what is happening in the community around us. 
Here we have provided some information and strategies to help support your social and emotional      
wellbeing. 
 
 
Children: 
 Encourage children to talk about how they are feeling, and let them know it is okay to feel scared or 

worried. 
 Encourage children to ask questions about COVDI 19, but only answer with facts and limit the       

information you provide. 
 Limit children’s access to media coverage, such as the news. 
 Help children stay connected with family and friends using phone calls or video calls. 

 Help children stay connected with their learning. 

 Maintain a routine to provide a sense of normality and structure. 
 Encourage children to embrace the School Values and School Wide Positive Behaviour Support   

matrix (included at the end of this article). 
 Have fun with children, play games, play with toys, cook together to help build positivity and         

resilience. 
 Encourage children to spend time outside by going for short walks or bike rides. 
 
 
Teens: 
 Encourage teens to talk about how they are feeling and to ask any questions they may have about 

COVID 19. 
 Encourage teens to read authorised media sites and avoid information on social media. 
 Encourage teens to remain socially connected with family and friends using phone calls, video calls, 

and social media. 

 Encourage teens to follow healthy habits including regular exercise, healthy eating, and getting 
enough sleep. 

 Encourage teens to maintain a routine including completing school work, following healthy habits, 
and having regular breaks. 

 Encourage teens to make positive choices based on the School Values and School Wide Positive   
Behaviour Support matrix (included at the end of this article). 

 Encourage teens to practice self-care, such as scheduling activities that bring them joy, and help 
them to feel calm, relaxed and connected. 
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Parents: 
 
 Maintain family routines including school work, chores, and time spent as a family. 

 Answer questions from your children about COVID 19 openly and honestly, and limit the amount of 
information you provide them in your response. 

 Limit your exposure to media (news, TV, social media, talking with others). 

 Limit how often you speak about COVID 19 in front of your children. 
 Avoid using catastrophic language (e.g. “this is really bad”, “the world is going to end”, “I don’t think 

this will end”, etc). 
 Reassure your children that it is okay to feel worried, and maintain a calm voice when speaking with 

your child about their worries and concerns. 

 Recognise when you are feeling worried and overwhelmed, and engage in an activity either on your 
own or with your family (e.g. exercise or playing a game). 

 Stay connected with your family and friends through phone calls and video calls. 

 Lead by example for your children and maintain healthy habits including exercise, healthy diet, and 
getting enough sleep. 

 
 
It is important to remember that it is normal to have feelings of uncertainty during these times, and that 
you are not alone in experiencing these feelings. If you or your child need to speak to someone about 
how you are feeling, the following services can provide telephone support: 

Looking after your wellbeing 
during Remote and Flexible 

Learning Continued ... 

 



 

 

Looking after your wellbeing 
during Remote and Flexible 

Learning Continued ... 

 

Claire Loughran 

School Psychologist 
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Naplan 2020 Not Proceeding 
On Friday 20 March, education ministers decided that NAPLAN would not proceed for 2020. The decision was 
made in light of the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The wellbeing of students is of primary concern, with the decision to not proceed with NAPLAN in 2020 taken 
to assist school leaders, teachers and support staff to focus on the wellbeing of students and continuity of   
education.  

There are a number of frequently asked questions responded to using the link below, should families have any 
further queries about the cancellation of NAPLAN Assessments for 2020.  

https://nap.edu.au/information/faqs/naplan2020 

Courtney Hodgson 
Leading Teacher - Student Success Coordinator 
Year 8 English PLC Leader 

Camps, Sports, Excursions Fund 
(CSEF) 

CSEF will be provided by the Victorian Government to assist eligible families to cover the 

costs of school trips, camps and sporting activities. If you hold a valid means-tested           

concession card or are a temporary foster parent, you may be eligible for CSEF. A special 

consideration category also exists for asylum seeker and refugee families. The allowance is 

paid to the school to use towards expenses relating to camps, excursions or sporting          

activities for the benefit of your child. 

 

The annual CSEF amount per student is: 

 $125 for primary school students. 

 $225 for secondary school students. 

 

The CSEF funding does not cover school levies.  School levies must be paid by all families. 

See office staff if you need assistance or have any questions. 

How to apply  

Call the office on 9368 9800 or email the school on Truganina.p9.co@edumail.vic.gov.au 

 

Clare Najdovski 

Finance Manager 

https://nap.edu.au/information/faqs/naplan2020


 

 10 

Year 2 Humanities 
Learning Experience 

We are learning about the ANZAC story.  

I will be successful when I can: 

Explain why ANZAC Day is commemorated. 

Research and identify key information in the ANZAC story.  

 

As a part of our humanities remote and flexible learning experiences, the Year 2 students are looking into 

community histories. In Week 2, we investigated why we commemorate ANZAC Day.   

Students were required to watch a video and write down any important information they found. This was 

to help them answer 3 key questions:  

1. What does the acronym ANZAC stand for?  

2. Why is ANZAC Day commemorated on the 25th of April? 

Students were asked to finish off their learning by doing a creative activity such as creating a drawing, or 

making ANZAC biscuits. Year 2 student, Tahnaya Becker and her brother, Flynn Becker from Year 9,        

decided to share their homemade ANZAC biscuits with the staff working on Friday 24th April.            

Aryana Vartarzarian Haftevani, 2G 
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Flynn Becker, 9B, and Tahnaya Becker, 2G 

Year 2 Humanities 
Learning Experience Continued .. 

Tiffany Rock 
Year 2 Teacher 

Deep Patel, 2A 

Zia Kaleel, 2A 



 

 

Year 4 Remote and Flexible 
Learning 

Term 2 has certainly been different for everyone this year! The challenging new experience has brought 
out the best in everyone and the Year 4s have certainly been able to rise to the occasion. Our school    
values of Learn, Responsible and Resilience have certainly been shining through. 

A small number of us are at school every day while the rest of us are learning remotely. At home, we 
have been busy creating a consistent learning environment with our families so that we can continue 
learning during this Corona virus pandemic. We miss seeing our teachers and friends and hope that all 
this will be over soon, and we will all be together again. 

Learning at school 
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Year 4 Remote and Flexible 
Learning Continued ... 

Learning at home 

“Learning at home is fun I like it because I can set my own    
timetable finish my work early and move on to the tasks. I am 
still learning even though I am at home.” - Sirisha 4D 

"I miss our class and all my friends, but I like being able to do my work alongside my sisters and being able 
to help them." - Gladness Baseka, 4E 

 

“I like it because I get to use the laptop and my iPad every day at home. But I miss my teacher as she is not 
there when I don’t know something.” Rameez Ajam, 4F 

 

“I’m still learning lots at home….it feels like I’m at school.”-  Rangga Corry, 4F 

 

“The learning pack is easy and difficult in some parts. I need to 
work on reading questions properly.” - Sherin Jeno, 4G 

 

"It's fun! I can eat at the same time I'm doing work."   

- Ansh Singh Thind, 4H 

 

Kaiden Matthews from 4C has enjoyed the learning experience 
from home so much, he is able to communicate what he has 
learnt for Math and Humanities with his teacher, Ms Hamlin. 

 

 

 

 

Rose Hashim & Charlie Vagg 
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Staff Profiles 
Get to know Jake Farrow - PE Teacher 

 

What is your favourite colour? My favourite colour is Red as I am a very     

passionate Manchester United fan.   

  

What is your favourite number and why? My favourite number, that’s a 

tough question. If I was going to pick one it would have to be sport related 

again. 110 is my highest cricket score so I’d probably have to pick that.  

  

What is your favourite book and why? Growing up, I loved Dr Seuss. So it 

would have to be Dr Seuss, The Cat In The Hat. I love the way his books flow, 

telling great tales through complex rhythm and rhymes.  

  

What is your favourite food? ? My favourite food is without a doubt fish and 

chips. An English specialty. For the Kiwis out there, we defiantly had it first! 

  

What do you like most about teaching and learning? I love the way teaching and learning inspires all people to be 

creative. There is no right or wrong way to do it. The reward of seeing young people excel through learning,        

developing passion  and love for things is amazing to see.  

 

Get to know Elisabeth Smith – Art Teacher 
 
What is your favourite colour? As an art  and design teacher I love so many  
colours! But at the moment I really love green. It’s the colour of nature and 
growth and I find it calming and refreshing.  
 
What is your favourite number and why? My favourite number is 7, because 
there are 7 colours in the rainbow, 7 days of the week, and 7 wonders of the 
ancient world. It is also an odd number and a prime number! 

 
What is your favourite book and why? I love reading every night to relax and 
get transported into another world. Orlando: A Biography by Virginia Wolf is 
one of my favourites, because it is a vividly written adventure through history, 
as well as a pioneering and thought provoking social commentary. I also love 
reading mysteries from authors such as Agatha Christie and Kerry Greenwood.  

 
 
What is your favourite food? I love a lot of different foods! If I had to choose 
one, it would be dumplings — I love Japanese Gyoza and Chinese Xiaolongbao. 

 
What do you like most about teaching and learning? The best part about teaching is the privilege of meeting and 

getting to know my students, and hopefully having a positive impact on their enjoyment of Art and Design!  
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Wyndham City’s Youth Services are offering free online platforms for young people in Wyndham to 

socialise together on a safe online space.  

Free programs include:  

• Gamers Den Online 

• Girls Night Online 

• Kick Back Fridays 

• Resume Writing Workshops 

• Young mother’s group, Baby Bump and Beyond 

Youth Services are also providing weekly tips for young people and parents or carers with their 

Healthy Mind Monday and Tuning in Tuesdays series.  

See the link to website below:  

www.wyndhamtogether.com.au/youth  

Email: youthinwyndham@wyndham.vic.gov.au 

 

Please see below links to take part in Wyndham’s Youth Civic Participation Project or nominate a 

young person for a One Wyndham award:   

Youth Civic Participation: www.wyndham.vic.gov.au/youthcivicparticipationproject 

One Wyndham Award nomination: www.wyndham.vic.gov.au/onewyndham-family 

 

Please see link below for Youth Services Counselling for young people and support for families: 

www.wyndham.vic.gov.au/youthcounselling 

Email: youthcounselling@wyndham.vic.gov.au  or   Phone: 8734 1355 

 

Food Bank is available for people who are struggling and need assistance.  

Arrange a pick-up: Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm 

Youth Resource Centre, 86 Derrimut Road, Hoppers Crossing.           Phone: 8734 1355 

 

Wyndham Libraries at home is available online 24/7 with e-books, e-Audiobooks and videos. Please 

follow the below link: www.wyndham.vic.gov.au/libraries 

 

Wyndham Together offer free fitness classes, sports drills, dance tutorials and tips from local clubs to 

workout from home and stay active. Please see link below:  

www.wyndhamtogether.com.au/healthy-active 

Wyndham Youth Services 
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COVID-19: Updates from the 
Department of Health and Human 

Services 
The Department of Health and Human Services continuously provides the latest updates on COVID -19 to 
inform the community. 
 
Please scan the following QR codes to find the information published by the Department in different    
languages. 
 
 

Sadia Toqeer 
Assistant Principal 

18 



 

 
19 

19 

Camp Australia 

We’re here for you, as you’re here for us. 

Welcome back to everyone after a well-deserved term break. Whether you’re learning from 

home, or here at school, we look forward to a new and improved Term 2. We thank you for 

all your continued support and patience through these challenging times.  

We understand Outside School Hours Care is vital for many parents that are not able to 

work from home, so that you can continue to provide essential work for the nation. Our 

OSHC service is open and operating for those that need our care, and will provide your  

children with much-needed familiarity and continuity through our engaging programs that 

have an increased focus on hygiene and social distancing. We offer a safe environment at 

your school for children to get active, try new things, connect with friends and relax.  

As per the recent State Government advice, from the start of Term 2 all students who can 

learn from home must learn at home. This means our service is open to all children of    

parents who cannot work from home, vulnerable children, or children that are not able to be 

supervised at home on certain days and no other arrangements can be made. For these 

families, childcare will be provided free of charge until 30th June as per the Federal       

Government's announcement on the 2nd April. 

Whilst care is free, we still need to know if you are coming. We ask that you get your     

bookings in as soon as you can, so that we can staff and resource the service appropriately, 

to best care for your children. 

It’s FREE to Register. (and if you want to use OSHC, you first need to register).  

Register at pp.campaustralia.com.au/account/login. Once registered, it’s easy to make     

and manage your bookings online via our Parent Portal.  

 

Visit our blog for helpful information and fun activities.  

New articles are added each week for parents and cover various topics to help families. This 

month we are focusing on all things COVID-19. We talk about how to adjust to the changes 

you’ve made in your household, including fun activity ideas to entertain your child at home. 

Visit the blog here: https://campaustralia.com.au/blog  

https://pp.campaustralia.com.au/account/login
https://campaustralia.com.au/blog

