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Truganina  
Times 

Book Week – (Remotely) 
Last week it was the Children’s Book Council of Australia’s Book 
Week celebrations. This is held every year and is a time when 
Australian books, written for children and teenagers, are judged 
and short-listed for awards, showcasing excellence in children’s 
literature. There are many categories for awards, including early 
childhood books, picture story fiction texts and young adult     
fiction, as well as awards for non-fiction texts. Book Week is a 
wonderful opportunity for students to engage in reading for 
both learning and pleasure and to appreciate what good      
children’s literature should look like. Here, at Truganina College, 
many of our classes still celebrated Book Week remotely,       
including the use of short-listed texts linked to reading learning 
experiences, the theme of Old Worlds, New Worlds and Other 
Worlds linked to Humanities, Author WebEx sessions, a drawing 
competition and some character dress-up opportunities. 

I would like to thank all of the teachers, students and parents who embraced 
Book Week and participated in the rich literature on offer. I continue to be    
extremely proud of our students, parents and teachers for their commitment 
to learning. The growth mindset that is on display and the ongoing resilience 
being exhibited during Remote Learning fills my heart and I cannot thank you 
all enough. Students learning and wellbeing are at the centre of everything 
that we do and to see evidence of this on a day-to-day basis is a credit to our 
entire college community. I would like to share just some of the amazing     
experiences that occurred to celebrate Book Week  

Foundation G with Ms Mendis 
display their Book Week       

costumes linked to their writing. 



 

 2 

Principal’s Report Continued... 
3A & 3B with Ms Rock and Mr Patti 

sharing their reading learning        
experiences linked to the short-listed 

books from the Children’s Book    
Council of Australia awards. 

WebEx incursion with author, Renee Treml, who discussed her illustrated novels for children and 
conducted an interactive drawing session with both Year 3 and Year 4 students. 



 

 

Principal’s Report Continued... 

More photos of the 
Renee Treml WebEx 

sessions with the Year 
3 and 4 students. 
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Principal’s Report Continued... 

More photos of the 
Renee Treml WebEx 

sessions with the Year 
3 and 4 students. 

2J with Ms Larkin, 
dressing up as their 

favourite book   
character or sharing 

their book with a 
teddy. 



 

 

Leanne McNaughton 
Assistant Principal 

Principal’s Report Continued... 

5C with Ms Musarra & 
Mr Shanks – using Padlet 

to share their favourite 
book   character, after 
playing a Book Week 

Kahoot. 

‘A picture is worth a thousand words’ was quoted by Fred R. 
Barnard and in this case, I whole-heartedly agree. I cannot 
possibly  put into words how impressive the Remote  Learning 
experiences are at Truganina  College, but I want to express 
my sincere gratitude for the fantastic work samples and photos 
I get to see every day! A true highlight of Remote Learning! 
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2021 Truganina College  
Events Calendar 

Date Event 

Wednesday 8th September Year 9 Author visit with Dee White 
(online) 

Friday 17th September Last day of Term 3 
School finishes at 2.30pm 

Monday 4th October First day of Term 4 
School starts at 8.35am 

Wednesday  3rd November  -  

Tuesday 9th November 

Year 4 Swimming 
Students in Year 4 

Monday 15th November Year 1 Legoland Excursion 
Students in Year 1D, 1E, 1F, 1M 

Thursday 18th November Year 1 Legoland Excursion 
Students in Year 1A, 1H, 1I, 1J, 1N 

Friday 19th November Year 1 Legoland Excursion 
Students in Year 1B, 1C, 1G, 1K, 1L 

Monday 6th December  - 
Friday 8th December 

Tarneit Senior College Year 10 Transition 

Wear your mask 

Anyone who is 12 years or older must wear a mask when  

entering the school grounds.  

 

You must ensure you are 1.5 metres distance   

from anyone around you.  
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School Success Starts with Attendance! 
There is no safe number of days for missing school. Each day that your child misses, puts them behind, 
and can affect their educational outcomes.  

If your child is sick or absent, you are required to 
notify the school as soon as possible on the day 
of absence using one of the following methods: 

1. Log in to Compass and log the absence 
directly using the Parent Portal.  

2. Telephone the school office and let the 
staff know your child’s name, class, date 
of absences and reason. 

3. Email the school and provide the staff with your child’s name, class, date of absences and       
reason.  

Attendance Data as at end of Week 5, Term 3  

Average days absent per student F-9 7.36 days 2021 Target:  
Less than 15 days absent per      
student Foundation - Year 9 

Average days absent per student: Foundation – Year 6 6.51 days 

Average days absent per student: Year 7 – Year 9 8.58 days 
  

Foundation – Year 4 

Foundation 7.61 Year 1 7.51 Year 2 7.60 Year 3 6.74 Year 4 5.81 

00A 7.73 1A 9.19 2A 10.91 3A 8.41 4A 4.21 

00B 6.64 1B 5.33 2B 7.76 3B 7.23 4B 6.70 

00C 6.83 1C 7.76 2C 6.90 3C 8.91 4C 6.91 

00D 6.65 1D 6.52 2D 8.38 3D 3.30 4D 5.79 

00E 6.39 1E 5.55 2E 8.43 3E 4.55 4E 5.52 

00F 6.91 1F 15.63 2F 5.33 3F 10.76 4F 8.96 

00G 7.59 1G 9.00 2G 8.24 3G 7.13 4G 4.96 

00H 8.27 1H 7.22 2H 9.33 3H 6.32 4H 7.87 

00I 9.48 1I 5.38 2I 7.30 3I 8.14 4I 3.91 

00J 9.64 1J 6.19 2J 9.65 3J 4.59 4J 3.30 

    1K 7.71 2K 4.05 3K 7.18     

    1L 6.24 2L 4.65 3L 4.64   

    1M 7.62             

    1N 7.30             

Middle Years 5-9 

Year 5 6.30 Year 6 6.43 Year 7 7.91 Year 8 9.68 Year 9 10.30 

5A 4.88 6A 4.39 7A 7.50 8A 8.05 9A 9.24 

5B 6.12 6B 6.48 7B 10.10 8B 11.90 9B 9.00 

5C 6.76 6C 7.00 7C 4.55 8C 8.72 9C 13.53 

5D 6.04 6D 3.91 7D 9.55 8D 9.55 9D 10.42 

5E 6.19 6E 10.91 7E 6.84 8E 14.60 9E 11.00 

5F 8.38 6F 6.13 7F 8.67 8F 11.05 9F 8.63 

5G 6.12 6G 5.17 7G 8.37 8G 4.33     

5H 5.88 6H 7.54 7H 7.58         



 

 

What’s Been Happening in Our  
School Community! 
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Truganina College has a consistent approach to promoting positive student behaviour online and in the 
classroom. 

Truganina College provides opportunities for students to make decisions and solve problems              
collaboratively. 



 

 

What’s Been Happening in Our  
School Community Continued... 

Shannon Hume 
Community Engagement 
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Students can explore their own interests when it is related to their class work. 
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Chelsea Nolan 
Arts Coordinator 



 

 

What is Marrung? 
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‘The Marrung; Aboriginal Education Plan 2016–2026 will ensure Victoria will be a state where the rich 
and thriving culture, knowledge and experience of our First Nations peoples are celebrated by all    
Victorians; where our universal service systems are inclusive, responsive and respectful of Koorie    
people at every stage of their learning and development journey; and where every Koorie person 
achieves their potential, succeeds in life, and feels strong in their cultural identity.’ - Victorian              
Department of Education 
 
Marrung Vision:  
At Truganina College, we are committed to supporting the Marrung Vision by: 
Celebrating our First Nations peoples rich and thriving culture by acknowledging the contributions of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander leaders by naming our College’s Houses after Cathy Freeman, 
Jonathan Thurston, Albert Namatjira and David Yunaipon.  
 

Learning Intention: 
We are learning to reflect on Indigenous Dreamtime stories.  
 
I will be successful when I can: 
- Create a textural background with botanical brushes. 
- Illustrate a character from a Dreamtime story. 
- Build value and create the texture of feathers. 
- Use the 21st Skill of critical thinking to reflect on my learning. 

Year 5 students have been following the Marrung vision by learning local Indigenous Dreamtime stories 
and investigating native flora and fauna to create texture in their artworks. Mehak Dhandi, Zaynab     
Ibrahim, Hrishita Patel, Kulsum Fatima, Vrishank Kothapalli and Rudra Pansuria from 5H are proud to 
share their creative learning.  
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What is Marrung? Continued... 

Parrwang Lifts the Sky from the Wathaurong people Re-told by Uncle David Tournier 
 
A long time before today… The sky covered the earth making everyone crawl around in the dark. The 
Magpies, being proud and industrious, gathered and worked to raise the sky so everyone could move 
about freely. They gathered some long sticks and fighting hard they lifted the sky up. 
 
They placed the long sticks on small and big rocks, they fought to lift the sky even higher. 
The sky split open, showing the beauty of the first sunrise. 
 
They were so overjoyed to see the light and feel the warmth of the sun’s heat, they burst into song. 
As they sang, the blanket of darkness broke and drifted away like clouds. To this day the Magpies greet 
the sunrise with their joyful song.                  
 
Reflection by Fahad Mohamed Ashif: “I learnt about Parrwang and how he lifted the sky when            
everything was dark. I also learnt about natural textures from the environment by using plants as a 
brush”. 
 

Hanin Abdelfattah                                                                                  Kaiden Matthews          
                   
Kathryn Anderson - Art 
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What is Marrung? Continued... 
Year 7 Technical Literacy 
In Technical Literacy we have been taking a closer look at our complex emotions and how we              
experience these in our daily lives. Students were then shown a video of the perspectives of Indigenous 
Australians around the First Fleet landing. Using what they had learnt surrounding emotions, Year 7     
students wrote down how they believed First Australians may have felt during the arrival of the First Fleet. 
 

7G Student Manjot Kaur                                                                       7H Student Navleen Sidhu  

7F Student  Siddhu Potturi                                                 7E Student Garima Kumari   

National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Children's Day.  
 
On Wednesday the 4th of August it was National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Children's Day. 
This year's theme is ‘Proud in Culture, strong in spirit’.  
 
Today and everyday we celebrate the strength and culture of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander       
children, to give them the confidence and make them feel special, seen and included. 
 
The date August 4th was historically used to communally celebrate the birthdays of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander children who did not know their birthdays as they were taken from their families - 
The Stolen Generations.  
 
This year at Truganina College students displayed their acknowledgement and respect for the             
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children, their families and communities in different ways around 
the College. Below are just some of the ways the students and staff at our college celebrate and         
appreciate the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students in our community and our country. 
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What is Marrung? Continued... 
Avnoor and Sehaj from Year 1H buddy reading ‘Welcome to    
Country’ written by Aunty Joy and Murphy & Lisa Kennedy.  

Students in Year 1J being responsible digital citizens by researching 
Aboriginal traditional cultures.  

1H created a class acknowledgment of country, 
and placed their hand print as a pledge to respect 
and uphold this acknowledgment.  

“Since 2016 the aboriginal education plan will make sure that all Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander    
people from other parts of Australia who live in Victoria have all the opportunities for learning and      
development services” Omer Mazhar - 5C 
 
“The Marrung vision is for Victoria to be a place where the experience, culture, and knowledge of the 
First Nations peoples are celebrated and respected by every Victorian.” Manha Parvin - 5C 
 
“My belief is that every culture is unique in different ways. Aboriginal culture is the oldest living culture 
and we should respect it the same way we do to other cultures. When British settlers arrived in Australia 
they directly tried to curb them. I believe we should grow a strong bond between them and us. We 
should treat them as they belong and let them practise their culture everywhere and by 
anyone.”  
“We are one, we are different to each other, and we are many,” says Dr Ridgeway. 
Sherin Jeno - 5C 
 

Tiffany Zlatkovic 
Community Engagement 
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What has been happeni 
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Meet Tammy Todd 

What’s happening with our Integration Aides? 
 

Meet Tammy Todd. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tammy has been at Truganina College since it was opened in 2015 and works in the 
lower year levels currently with year 3 & 4 classes. 

 

Tammy has been recognised by her classroom teacher Frank Patti, “I’ve worked with 
Tammy for almost two years now and have been so thankful to have had her working 
alongside me.... She ensures that while I’m teaching, the students are focused and    
working diligently. Students send her answers to questions while I’m working with small 
groups. I honestly can’t thank her enough.”  

 

A big thank you to Tammy for her dedication towards student learning. 

 

If you see Tammy around the school, say hello. 
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Staff Profiles 
   Get to know Ashley Manwa – Middle Years Administration Officer 
 

What is your role at the College?  I am a Middle Years Administration      
Officer. 

 
What is your favourite colour? My favourite colour is Periwinkle blue. 

 
What is your favourite number? My favourite number is 3, no specific      
reason.  

 
What is your favourite book and why? My favourite book is The Lion, the 
Witch and the Wardrobe – C.S. Lewis. 

 
What is your favourite food? My favourite food is Tteokbokki (rice cakes). 

 
What do you like most about teaching and learning?  What I enjoy about learning is that there are      
endless opportunities for growth and everyone has something meaningful to contribute. 

 

 
    
          Get to know Harjot Kaur– Year 2 Classroom Teacher 
 

What is your role at the College? My role at the College is a Year 2       
Classroom Teacher. 

 
What is your favourite colour?  My favourite colour is maroon!  
 
What is your favourite number and why? My favourite number is 2           
because over the years I have realised it is quite lucky for me!  
 
What is your favourite book and why? I can’t really pick one favourite book. 
But realistic fiction is my favourite genre. 

 
What is your favourite food? My favourite food is Chocolate Cake!  
 
What do you like most about teaching and learning? I love interacting with the students, so that’s my   
favourite part of teaching and learning. It’s amusing to know what is going on in the young minds! Also, 
I like when students are able to think out of the box and come up with unexpected answers during 
classroom discussions. Lastly, I feel blessed when students remember you fondly years after you have 
taught them! 
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Enrolments for 2021 and 2022 
2021 and 2022 Enrolments for Foundation to Year 9 are now open.  

 

For more information, please contact the Administration Office on 9368 9800, email our Enrolments     
Manager on enrolments@truganinap9.vic.edu.au or visit our website on 

 www.truganinp9.vic.edu.au/enrolment 
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