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Truganina  
Times 

As we close the book on 2021, I would like to take a look back at the year that was. Students, families 
and staff have continued to show our school values of resilience, respect, responsibility and especially 
learning. The flexibility and community spirit throughout the year has been second to none. For this 
everyone should be congratulated especially with the smooth transition between onsite and remote 
and flexible learning. 

During remote and flexible learning throughout 2021, over 1500 learning experiences were delivered. 
Experiences that were thoughtfully planned, engaging and student friendly. 

Over 10,000 phone calls between families and the College as we continued to collaborate with each 
other, Quality conversations with students; assisting with their learning and helping them to grow with 
targeted feedback. Quality conversations that checked in and supported each other to ensure we 
were all as well as possible. Connected online platforms for communication included Compass and 
emails. Families and staff engaged with Google Classrooms and Seesaw to both receive learning    
opportunities and feedback for growth.  

We have all mastered WebEx and Compass and are certainly all improving our skills with platforms 
such as Google Classrooms and Seesaw. There has been increased engagement with Compass as 
our main form of communication throughout remote and flexible learning as well as when we are   
onsite. It is great to see families, students and staff using this platform as our main source of              
information. 

We have had over 2700 bookings for parent-teacher conversations and collaboration. 

In Week 10 we celebrate student’s learning and achievements during parent teacher interviews. 
Teachers and families were given the opportunity to discuss and celebrate their student’s learning 
goals and outcomes.  

In weeks 10 and 11 students attended camps and excursions that consolidated their learning that    
happened throughout the year: 

Year 1’s attended an excursion to Fairy Park. Students in year 1 have been learning about narratives 
during their literacy lessons and were given the opportunity to see fairy tale stories come to life in     
interactive displays. Students in year 1 reflected on their experience and link it to their narrative stories. 

Year 6’s headed to Mill Valley Ranch for a 3-day camp. Students experienced an abundance of       
outdoor activities to build their confidence and team skills. Students were also given the opportunity to 
collaboratively learn together during down times. 

Year 4’s are attending the swimming program. They will learn water safety skills and how to swim   
using various strokes. This couldn’t come at a better time heading into summer holidays with lots of 
opportunities for visits to the water parks and beaches. 
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Principal’s Report Continued... 

Christina Arnold 
Year 1 Assistant Principal 

This is just a reminder that as our weather warms up it is very important that every student has a hat 
and wears it outside during break times and PE. The UV ray (ultra violet rays from the sun) are at their 
strongest between 10am-3pm, we aim to minimise exposure to the sun during these times. The         
Victorian Department of Education has a range of sun and UV protection polices which go into depth 
about keeping your child safe from the sun; Sun safety (education.vic.gov.au) 

Please remember that it is very important that your child is at school every single day right up to the last 
day of the year. There are many valuable learning experiences occurring in classrooms across the 
school until the end of the school year. Please ensure that you are on time by 8.35am every morning 
and at school every day.  

The last day of Term 4 is Friday 17th December 2021 with a 1:30 dismissal. 

The first day back for students is Monday 31st January 2022 

On behalf of Truganina P-9 College, have a safe holiday and we look forward to seeing you in 2022.  
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2021 Truganina College  
Events Calendar 

Date Event 

Wednesday 8th December Parent-Teacher Interviews via WebEx 
Students in  Years 5, 7, 8 and 9 

Thursday 9th December Parent-Teacher Interviews via WebEx 
Students  in  Year 6 

Thursday 9th December Year 9 Graduation 
Students  in Year 9 

Thursday 9th December Year 1 Fairy Park Excursion 
Students in Year 1D, 1E, 1F, 1G, 1H, 1I, 1J 

Friday 10th  December Year 9 Activities Day— Adventure Park 
Students in Year 9 

Friday 10th December  -             
    Thursday 16th December 

Year 4 Swimming 
Students in Year 4 

Tuesday 14th  December Year 9 Celebration Day— Luna Park 
Students in Year 9 

Wednesday 15th December Year 6 Graduation 
Students  in Year 6 

Thursday 16th December Year 9 BBQ and Celebration 
Students in Year 9 

Friday 17th December Last day of Term 4 
School finishes at 1.30pm 

2022  

Date Event 

Monday 31st January 2022 First day of Term 1 Years 1-9 
School starts at 8.35am 

Tuesday 1st February 2022 First day of Term 1  Foundation 
School starts at 8.35am 
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Parent Teacher Interviews – Semester 2 2021 

The Department of Education and Training has set the guidelines for Student Reports in 
Semester 2, in recognition of the most recent remote and flexible learning.   

  

Based on the Department guidelines, Truganina College will provide a written report for 
the parent/carer of each student enrolled at the school for Semester 2.  

 

Student reports for Semester 2, 2021 will include: 

 a description of the areas of the Victorian Curriculum F-10 taught for all subjects. 

 a teacher judgement for English and Maths and a five-point scale. 

 a teacher judgement for subjects and a five-point scale. 

 

Families and students will be provided with the opportunity to discuss the Semester 2 
reports with teachers during Parent-Teacher Interviews taking place on: 

 Tuesday 7th December, 3.30 pm - 7.30 pm (Foundation - Year 4) 

 Wednesday 8th December, 3.30 pm - 7.30 pm (Years 5, 7, 8 and 9) 

 Thursday 9th December, 3.30 pm - 7.30 pm (Year 6) 

 

All Parent Teacher Interviews will take place via WebEx. 

  

Bookings for Parent Teacher Interviews will open on Compass from Wednesday 24th 
November 2021 and will close on Friday 3rd December 2021.  

  

If you have forgotten or          
misplaced your Compass login 
details please contact the office 
staff. 

 

Families can also find a helpful 
document on our school website 
titled, ‘Guide to Booking Parent/
Teacher Interviews.’ 

 

We look forward to celebrating your child’s achievements together.  



 

 

School Success Starts with Attendance! 

There is no safe number of days for missing school. Each day that your child misses, puts them behind, 
and can affect their educational outcomes.  

If your child is sick or absent, you are required to notify the school as soon as possible on the day of 
absence using one of the following meth-
ods: 

1. Log in to Compass and log the ab-
sence directly using the Parent Portal.  

2. Telephone the school office and let the 
staff know your child’s name, class, 
date of absences and reason. 

3. Email the school and provide the staff 
with your child’s name, class, date of 
absences and reason.  

Attendance Data as at end of Week 9, Term 4 

Average days absent per student F-9 15.97 2021 Target:  
Less than 17 days absent per student 

Foundation - Year 9 

Average days absent per student: Foundation – Year 6 14.73 

Average days absent per student: Year 7 – Year 9 20.79 

  

As a College, our average days absent is 14.76 which is below our 17 day goal in our 2021 School Strategic Plan. 

THE YEAR LEVEL WITH THE MOST IMPRESSIVE  
ATTENDANCE FOR WEEK 1: 

 
 

 

THE CLASS WITH THE MOST IMPRESSIVE  
ATTENDANCE FOR WEEK 1: 

 

 Year 4 4I 

Well Done! 

This week Truganina College wishes to celebrate attendance achievements for: 

 

 

We continue to celebrate the hard work of teachers and leaders and their collective efficacy in ensuring our families know ‘Every 
Day Counts’. Our teachers and leaders drive this through creating engaging and differentiated learning, completing small group 
instruction and the 6 to 1 positive pathway which, enables a positive climate for learning.  
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Summer is a great time to READ! 
The school holidays are a perfect time for you and your children to relax and enjoy a good book. Here 
are some places that you can access books during the holidays. 

 

Story Box Library 

Story Box Library is an online subscription service featuring high-quality videos of picture books being 
read and performed by professional storytellers. Familes can use the Story Box Library subscription at 
home.  

 

Go to storyboxlibrary.com.au 

Log in with the username trugstories and password trug 

 

 

Wyndham City Libraries 

Wyndham Libraries is the local public library service for the Truganina community. Membership of public 
libraries is free, and it is free to borrow. Wyndham Libraries have books, magazines, DVDs and digital 
resources for all ages, and run free activities during the school holidays. 

 

Students and their families are strongly recommended to sign up for a public library membership.  

 

Go to www.wyndham.vic.gov.au/services/libraries 

 
Storyweaver online 

A free website with levelled books in English and a range of other languages. 

 
Go to storyweaver.org.in and sign up for access. 

 
 
Have a wonderful summer of stories! 

 

Jane Burrows 
Library  Manager 

https://storyboxlibrary.com.au/
http://www.wyndham.vic.gov.au/services/libraries
https://storyweaver.org.in/
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2022 Truganina P9 College 
Captains 

Please join me in congratulating Anahat Marwaha from 8D and Ashton Lim from 8F on their new ap-
pointment as the 2022 Truganina P9 College Captains. It goes without saying that this is a huge 
achievement and a milestone in both their lives. We are all looking forward to Anahat and Ashton bring-
ing a fresh and committed approach to the Student Voice Team next year.  

Students are at the centre of all we do as teachers. Traditionally, students have often learned from 
teachers in a classroom setting where students listen, read and write and teachers teach. At Truganina 
College things are looking a lot different in our classrooms and in the student leadership space. Young 
people who find their own voice in supportive school environments are more likely to develop a confi-
dent voice, a capacity to act in the world, and a willingness to lead others. By empowering students, we 
enhance student engagement and enrich their participation in the classroom, school and community. 
Educators help students to ‘own’ their learning which creates a positive climate for learning.  

Anahat and Ashton have demonstrated they have a unique perspective on student-led learning and 
leadership and will have the opportunity to actively shape education and the student community at the 
College. Next year’s captains have shown real capacity over 2021 to actively participate in building a cul-
ture of learning at Truganina College and we are confident they will further contribute to decision mak-
ing processes and collectively influencing outcomes by putting forward their views, concerns and ideas 
through 2022. 

Julian Scheffer 
Secondary Teacher, English & Music 
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Victorian School of Languages 
2022 

Truganina College is proud to be hosting The Victorian School of Languages again in 
2022 on Saturdays from 9am to 12:20pm. In 2022 there will be classes for Punjabi, Tamil 
and Bengali.  

 

The dates for Term 1 2022: 

February 5, 12, 19 ,26 March 5, 19,26 April 2,9 (VCE only) 

 

How do I enrol? 

All students who are Australian citizens or who have residency status must complete and 
online VSL   Enrolment form on the VSL website. All enrolments must be completed and 
paid online www.vsl.vic.edu.au. 

 

*Classes are established subject to sufficient enrolments, availability of staff and other 
DET requirements.  

 

How much does it cost? 

Students in Years F-10: $80 

Students in Years 11-12: $95. 

 

Further information or enquires:  

 

Please see the website www.vsl.vic.edu.au  

Or  

Call 03 9474 0500 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.vsl.vic.edu.au%2F&data=04%7C01%7CSharon.Minett%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cb5b4a6dce87241e4e43c08d9b2df8d7f%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637737495482747535%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.vsl.vic.edu.au%2F&data=04%7C01%7CSharon.Minett%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cb5b4a6dce87241e4e43c08d9b2df8d7f%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637737495482747535%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb


 

 

Noone school uniform fittings 
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What’s Going on in our School 

Staff at Truganina College provide opportunities for my child to develop a sense of responsibility 

My child feels motivated by his/her teachers 
to learn 

Truganina College provides diverse pro-
grams for my child's interests and abili-
ties 
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What’s Going on in our School 
Continued... 

Truganina College provides a good standard of education for my child.  

Teachers at this school expect my child to do their best Shannon Hume 
Community Engagement 
Member 
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Free desk to a good home 

 

There are a number of computer desks available that we are giving away free to families.  

First in, best dressed.  

If you are interested, please contact the school office on 9368 9800 to pick up.  

Pick up only, no returns.  
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Year 1 
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In Year 1, students have been learning about word choice 
in texts. They have been locating and identifying figurative 
language such as onomatopoeias, hyperboles and allit-
erations in texts throughout the week. They used their new-
ly learnt knowledge to create engaging and interesting 
pieces of writing.  

Students experimented with using onomatopoeias in narra-
tives to capture the reader’s attention, they created their own 
alliterations to produce an advertisement for a product they 
were required to invent and used hyperboles in describing 
characters to add emphasis  

Students in 1H on an onomatopoeia word 
hunt in our classroom Library 

Students in 1H using their newly learnt knowledge 
of figurative language in their writing. 

We are learning about word choice in texts. 
I will be successful when I can: 
- Identifying figurative language in texts. 
- Use onomatopoeia’s in my writing 
- Use hyperboles in my writing 
- Use alliterations in my writing  

Tiffany Zlatkovic 
Classroom Teacher 



 

 

Palika Kalra 
Year 2 Classroom Teacher 
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Year 2 Humanities 
In week 8, Year 2 students completed a meaningful humanities lesson that we would love to share with 
the College. In Humanities this term, we learnt to explore the places in our local community and the    
activities in these places. Students identified the natural, managed, and constructed features within their 
community and used location and directional vocabulary to describe the location of these features.     
Students observed and recorded the changes that have occurred overtime in their local community.    
Students developed their ability to create and read maps and created a bird’s eye view map of the 
school. They used digital technologies such as Google Earth and photographs to support their learning 
as they learned about our school community.  

We have learned about the management of the school and the key role each person plays in keeping 
our school presentable and running well. We looked at our Janitor’s job in depth and discussed the    
Importance of their work on a day to day basis, especially during the Pandemic. In our Humanities     
lesson, we invited one of our valued facilities team, Ms Ainsley Sprague to join our class. Students made 
cards to show their appreciation of Ainsley’s hard work and displayed the school value of being          
respectful and responsible towards the school community by expressing their gratitude and learning 
how we can productively contribute to our school community.  



 

 

Up and About for Holidays 
Marina is hopeful of getting exciting Christmas gifts. She is also planning to have a safe beach time    
under the supervision of her parents. 

One great thing she wants to do for her family this holiday season is playing the game “To collect words” 
when shopping at the Fashion Capital -Chadstone Shopping Centre.  

She wants the whole family to enjoy collecting the words game from her fun family activities. 

Enjoy your time with your loved ones. 

Mrs. Duber 
MYLNS Department 
(Middle Years Literacy Numeracy Support)  

Wear your mask 
Facemasks are required for all students and  

all Year 3  -  Year 9 students must wear a mask.  

 

 

Please make sure your child leaves home with one and masks are washed 
regularly/disposed correctly.  

You must ensure you are 1.5 metres distance   

from anyone around you.  
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Victorian Challenge & Enrichment 
Series 

The school provides my child with opportunities to build his/her confidence 
This school provides diverse programs for my child’s interests and abilities 
This school celebrates student achievements in all areas 
 
In Week 8, 20 high achieving students in Years 3 and 4 were selected and participated in the Victorian 
Challenge and Enrichment series event Unlocking magic: Card shuffling. This was a maths event where 
students explored the patterns and orders of cards to perform multiple tricks. This was the first event that 
has taken place at the school and it turned out to be a great start!  
 
A teacher from Monash Tech School appeared on the TV screen, met the students and virtually showed 
students the procedures to follow step by step. Ms Amita Mittal and Ms Gabby Condello also listened in 
and learnt along with the students. They then helped students to practise the amazing tricks until every-
one was feeling more confident about doing it independently. Everyone felt so proud when they were 
able to do the tricks!   
 
The students have all received a pack of cards as a celebration of their achievement. They will be able to 
continue to explore maths patterns and show off their skills to their family and friends, and were provid-
ed with links to learn more card tricks! 
 
Here are some of the things they have said about the event: 
 
‘I enjoyed participating in the opportunity very much!’ 
‘My favourite part was when I got to play cards and both of the teachers that were helping us. Was very 
enthusiastic and they would make me laugh. I also liked that we got to meet different people from differ-
ent schools and I got to cooperate with other classes from year 3 and year 4.’ 
‘The magic, when she did it it was shocking!’ 
‘My favourite part was doing card magic with my friend.’ 
 
Students said that being a part of the event has helped them feel more confident in themselves and their 
abilities, and also that they would recommend this event to other students. We will endeavour to create 
more opportunities for more students to participate in next year to enrich their learning at school.  
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Xindi Lu 
Lead Excellence and Equity 

Victorian Challenge & Enrichment 
Series Continued... 



 

 

Year 3 MCG Excursion 
On Thursday 25th November, 3G, 3H, 3I, 3J, 3K and 3L were fortunate to go on an excursion to the Mel-
bourne Cricket Ground. Students and staff took part in a tour of the MCG including the ground itself and 
the famous Long Room. Continue reading students’ recounts to find out what Grade 3 experienced on 
this incredible trip to ‘the home of sport’.   

A recount by Ayesha Singh (3K) 

First, we started to wait for the bus to come and pick us up 
for our trip. It took the bus forever to come. We were so tired 
our legs almost died! On the way there, we saw lots of new 
things, including boats, a forest and so many rivers! 

Next, when we finally made it. We saw statues of people      
playing sports! Once we got inside we had a greeting from 
the staff members and met our tour guide Phil. He showed 
us the field and we took pictures on the seats together as a class. After that, we looked around the MCG 
and saw the changing rooms, cafeteria, library and lots of other things. We explored a little more and 
went to the highest of seats.  

Then, we went to a place called Game On! I thought it 
sounded epic and I was right! IT WAS EPIC! They gave 
us sweat bands with symbols which you can scan and 
play games. My favourite game was the cycle game, it 
was awesome!  

Lastly, we went to the museum and watched some 
sport movies. It was lunch time and we had missed re-
cess! We ate all our food and played in the park in front 
of us. I fell asleep on the bus on the way back to school. 
I highly recommend this trip to anyone who likes sports 
and wants a great day out!  
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Year 3 MCG Excursion Continued.. 
Hello, my name is Aarav Katal and I am from 3K. On Thursday 
25th November, we went to the MCG. It was a lifetime experi-
ence for me, it was so exciting. First, we went on the bus and it 
took us 37 minutes to arrive. When we arrived, the tour guide 
asked us to put our bag on the shelf. 

After, we went around the stadium. We went on the grass, the 
chairs, massage room, resting room and more! Then, we went 
to the library and the museum. After, we went to an area called 
‘Game on’, it was a room full of games. We were given sweat 
bands and a pen to touch the screens with. Then we played 
lots of games. After this, we had our lunch, played out on the 
grass and went back on the bus to return to school. My favourite part of the day was definitely playing in 
Game on! 

A recount by Sunny Tran (3K) 

At first, when I was on the bus I felt so high up! While we 
were going to the MCG, I saw the city which was         
humongous! It was amazing and I saw the tallest    
building in the city. I also saw Richmond practice near 
the MCG! 

When we arrived, a tour guide names Phil showed us 
the ground and it was gigantic! He also told us that it 
was the second largest ground in the world. 

After, we went to ‘Game on’ and her name was Cassie, 
it was her 4th day working at the MCG. She showed us the games which were: cycling, surfing, make a 
friend, soccer and handball. My favourite one was the cycling because it was testing speed. 

Lastly, we had to go back and it felt shorter than it was. That day was the best day ever!  

Hannah Tooze  
Grade 3 Classroom Teacher 
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Celebrating Success 

Leeanne Dowel 
Year 6 Classroom Teacher 
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Year 5 Camp 
At 9:00 am on the 15th of November, excitement went wild as we hopped on the bus to Narmbool but 
we had an hour and a half drive ahead of us. After what felt like a billion years we finally arrived, quickly 
had morning tea and started our first activities. Our groups first activity was the lava pit challenge played 
at the front of the deck of the Narmbool Lodge. The objective was to get to the other side of the placed 
ropes with all your teammates and the 2 wooden planks but you had to be touching the planks either 
with your feet or your hands so you don’t fall into ‘lava’. It was challenging but we had some tricks up 
our sleeve. After that game we did the Narmbool challenge to get to know the area better and learn a 
bit more about its history. Our last activity before our personal time was we had to do a critter hunt. This 
is where there were made up creatures that were spread out all across the property and the person 
who found all 6 creatures won the game. My group got 5 out of 6 creatures. It was fun but it definitely 
drained our energy. Finally after all that we got to go to our cabins and have some personal/alone time 
for about 3 hours until dinner time. We had butter chicken with rice and vegetables and then the     
teachers set up an activity. We had a trivia game after dinner at around 7:10pm and the top 3 teams got 
lollies! My table/team got 3rd and won some lollipops and after a long day we went to bed. 

 

The next day was jam packed with activities. Our first of many was the Aboriginal games which          
included the pan which taught young aboriginal people how to fight and Guluri which taught hunting 
and accuracy. After that we did scats and skulls where we had to find a skull with the scats and had to 
mark it on a map and we did this all around Echidna Dam. Our final activity before personal time was 
we created a critter with clay that was surprisingly hard to squish and then later we went to our cabins. 
We came back to the front lodge to eat dinner and then at 7:30pm we went on a night walk around the 
area and found one of the 2 hawks and 3 kangaroos and got our shoes very, very muddy! 

 

Our final day, we had breakfast and we departed from Narmbool at 9:30am to go to Sovereign Hill 
which was only a 30 minute drive from Narmbool. We quickly had morning tea and then started      
panning by the stream beside the cafe and started exploring Sovereign Hill for about 40 minutes. We 
watched a man make a gold bar from some liquid gold that had warmed up to 1000 degrees and then 
went back to the entrance. We ate lunch also provided by Sovereign Hill and after eating the teachers let 
us play on the playground for about 1 hour until we had to leave. We left Sovereign Hill at about 1:00pm 
and that was the end of our amazing camp trip. 

Vrishank Kothapalli 5H 

Camping was a fun experience to spend time away from family and from technology. The trip to   
Narmbool is long, it takes roughly an hour and a half but it was worth it. The first thing we did was get 
off the bus, grabbed our luggage and head down to the main area outside to eat and look at the   
beautiful view. We were split into 2 groups and introduced to some fun team games. One of the games 
was Floor Is Lava. It’s a team work game and was challenging as you have to stay focused and calm to 
get to the other side without falling off the planks. The students love to play challenging games but they 
also had a blast talking to new people. It was fun! There was a lounge area where we would go to play 
some games and wait for the breakfast, lunch, and dinner to be ready. There are many fun games to 
play while waiting. After the 3 activities we were directed to our rooms. The rooms were wonderful, 
some had bunk beds and singles and they all have a wonderful view and we could chill after we were 
done with the activities. The food there is delicious! We could even get seconds if we were still hungry. 
The people there are very nice and helpful. There was some sports equipment to play with in personal 
time before dinner. Everyone was having a blast with their friends. Some kids got to get out of their   
comfort zone and kids also had so much fun getting to know what it’s like to be away from family and     
without any devices.  
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Year 5 Camp Continued... 

 

The next day we got ready and waited till the teachers came to get us. We were sent to the lounge to 
wait while breakfast was almost done. Kids were talking and enjoying the time in the morning. We 
could eat cereal, or toast with jam and butter. After that we took 15 minutes to get ready for the day and 
we got to play many Aboriginal Games in the parking lot that they used to play and they help you learn 
about Aboriginal skills. After that we went to Echidna Dam. This place was very beautiful! Then we went 
there to learn about skats and skulls. We had to hunt for them around that area. After that we went to a 
beautiful big garden that the original owners built. We got to explore around and headed back to eat 
lunch and have a little chat with our friends. The other activity we got to do was to head down to the lake 
and scoop up some water and look at the different types of bugs we found. It was very fascinating and 
interesting. There was an art room where we could make little creatures with clay. 

 

Everyone loved the fact that during personal time we could go to our cabin, play games, play some 
sports and basically do anything. There was a big hill we could climb up, but you had to have teacher’s 
permission. It was really fun just to get away from everything and having a chance to “live” with your 
friends. It was a nice getaway. Camp is a fun way to go with friends and talk to new people.  

Thank you to our teachers Mrs Molloy, Señorita Moltrasio, Mr Shanks, Mr Farrow, Mr Whitehouse and 
Mr Fatini for taking care of us and having fun with us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By Sarah Vao-Vaka & Christina Eteuati 5B 
 

We were all excited as we hopped on the bus and waited until we went to camp Narmbool. As we got 
off we quickly ate our morning tea then started our activities. The first activity we did in my group was the 
camp Narmbool challenge. The camp Narmbool challenge was a challenge where you had to explore 
the camp and solve questions about camp Narmbool. It was a very good challenge as my trio got 12 
out of 20 questions right. 

 

We then had our lunch before swapping activities with the other group. The next activity we did was 
called lava pit. The people who did lava pit before us did it on the front deck whilst my group did it on an 
escarpment where it was harder to do because of the wind. Lava pit is where you must cross from one 
side to the other using only 1 long wooden plank and 1 short wooden plank and trying to get your whole 
team across, and it was harder than it sounds. 
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Year 5 Camp Continued... 
 

Later on in day one we did a critter hunt which was really frustrating for my group because you had to 
find the critters in a certain order and we were stuck on a potato looking critter that took us 40 minutes to 
find, but still got 5 out 6 critter in total. And we then earned our free time until we had butter chicken for 
dinner and did a trivia game after. 

 

The next day most of us woke up at 5:00am for some reason then went into the dining area to eat. After 
breakfast we did Aboriginal games that helped us with our accuracy and strategy. After we ate our 
morning tea we did aquatic sampling where we collected water from the dam and bits of seaweed. 
And straight after we were looking for skulls and trying to identify what animal the skull belongs to. 

 

Then we made our own critter and I made a funny looking snake. For dinner it was not a pleasant one 
as most of the people didn’t like it because of the pasta. And at nighttime we had a night walk and 
when we were on the night walk we saw three kangaroos and lots of sheep. 

 

The next and final day we had packed early in the morning before having a piece of toast and onto the 
bus to go to Sovereign Hill. Once we arrived we got straight into the activities like panning for gold. Then 
before lunch we watched a man purify gold. 

 

Sadly after we finished our lunch we had to go back home. Some people were happy to go home and 
some weren’t like me. And that was my experience of camp. 

By: Khyarn Knowles 5H 
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Year 5 Camp Continued... 
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Despite another challenging year, our third group of Year 5 students had the amazing opportunity to go 
on camp to Narmbool, a beautiful farm close to Sovereign Hill, half an hour away from Ballarat. We 
spent 3 days surrounded by nature, learning about our environment, and local fauna and flora. Most 
importantly they had the opportunity to spend time with each other sharing meals, games, fun          
activities, muddy walks and lots of laughs. We, the teachers, are extremely proud of our Year 5          
students, who demonstrated the school values of learn, respect, responsible and resilience at all times.  

Ms Moltrasio, Mrs Molloy 
Year 5 Classroom Teachers 

Year 5 Camp Continued... 
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Literacy Enrichment 
This school celebrates student achievements in all areas 
This school provides diverse programs for my child’s interests and abilities 
 
In the portfolio of Excellence and Equity, we are celebrating our school value of LEARN! The Literacy   
Enrichment programs have been supporting up to 216 students throughout Semester 2 from Years 1 - 
9, with their reading growth. We have seen some fantastic results and are proud of not only our      
students’ academic achievements, but also their resilience for their participation during and after     
Remote and Flexible Learning. See below some images from RAFL and from our return to onsite  
learning! 
 
Thank you to our wonderful team in Literacy Enrichment who support our students to become          
confident readers. Your commitment to and passion for literacy development is second to none, and 
Truganina College is so lucky to have you! 
 

Amita Mittal 
Rashmi Pal 

Anjali Dhaka 
Matthew Byrnes 
Tina Kountouri 
Feride Kulafi 

Marianna Kountouri 
Pamela Wooding  
Gunjan Mahajan 
Nicole Puttyfoot 

 
Special thanks to Pamela Wooding who has been with the College since inception and will be       
completing her time working in education this year. She served as the first community member on 
School Council, and has since been an integral and valued member of Literacy Enrichment during her 
time at Truganina College. 

Thank you Pamela for your years of support - your passion for developing students’ confidence, ability 
and love of reading has been wonderful to witness, and will be missed by all who had the pleasure of 
working with you.  
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Literacy Enrichment Continued... 

Aleen Mander, Jiya Chaudhary, Shayan Syed, Jayden Caulker- Year 1  

Kabishika Jeyathas, Year 1  



 

 

Riya Shigari, Year 4  

Literacy Enrichment Continued... 

Ms Kountouri’s class during RAFL  

Gabrielle Condello 
Learning Specialist 
Lead Excellence & Equity 

Jasmeen Kaur, Year 6  
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       Staff Profiles 
 Get to know Erin Taylor – Year 3 Classroom Teacher 
 

What is your role at the College?  I am a Year 3 Teacher and PLC Leader.  

 
What is your favourite colour?  My favourite colour is blue – the colour of the ocean. 

 
What is your favourite number?  My favourite number is 3. Partly because my birthday is the 3rd of      
February and partly because the number 3 ball always caught my eye on a pool table.  

 
What is your favourite book and why? There are too many to choose from. I enjoy reading fantasy      
novels, Throne of Glass is a series that I absolutely loved. I also like a good autobiography about      
someone who has really made something of themselves regardless of their situation. 

 
What is your favourite food? I love many different foods, chocolate a bit too much. Satay chicken and 
vegetable stir fry is a dish I’m loving at the moment.  

 
What do you like most about teaching and learning?  I like when you do something different and it clicks 
with students who were really struggling. I like the feeling of being a consistent role model in someone’s 
world and seeing the positive impact that has. 

 

Get to know Kellee Unmack–Year 3 Classroom Teacher 
 

What is your role at the College?  My role at Truganina College is a Year 3 classroom 
teacher. I am also currently a year 3 PLC leader and a part of the Equity and Excellence 
team at the College.   
 
What is your favourite colour?   My favourite colour is definitely pink. Nearly everything I 
own is pink! 
 
What is your favourite number? My favourite number is 17. Simply because my birthday is on the 17th of 
March and I absolutely love celebrating my birthdays! 
 
What is your favourite book and why?  My favourite book is 'Chomp Goes to School' by Melissa Mattox. I 
LOVE this book because the main character is a Great White Shark and they are one of my favourite ani-
mals. I find them so fascinating. This is also the first book I purchased as a teacher for my classroom.   
 
What is your favourite food? My favourite food is Sushi. YUM! Whenever I get the chance, I go out to a 
Japanese restaurant to eat Sushi.  
 
What do you like most about teaching and learning? The best thing about teaching and learning is see-
ing my students show a love for learning and my ability to make a difference to their journey as a learn-
er. I love being a teacher so much because I enjoy seeing all of my students learning each day and striv-
ing for excellence to achieve their very best. It's amazing to be able to work with different students and 
teachers each year because it also helps me grow and learn as an educator. 

I really do think I have the best job in the world! 
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First Day of Term 1 2022 
The first day of Term 1 is Monday 31st January 2022 for students in Years 1-9.  

 

The first day of Term 1 is Tuesday 1st February 2022 for students in Foundation. 

 

School starts at 8.35am on these days.  

2022 Curriculum Contributions 
Foundation to Year 6 

Truganina College School Council invites you to pay voluntary curriculum contributions to 
help our school provide the best education for our students. The curriculum contribution 

for Foundation to Year 6 for 2022 is $285.00 

Years 7 to Year 9 

The year we will be using an online only ordering system for Years 7 to 9 stationery pack 
for 2022 with Paperchase Office National.  

Your child’s stationery pack will be delivered to your home address if the order is placed 
by 18th December 2021.  

Online ordering is now open, please click on the link below, using the access code 
BTSTC79 

http://booklist.paperchase.com.au 

Canteen Lunch Orders 
Lunch orders are available as per normal on the 

last week of school - Monday 13th to Thursday 16th  
December.  

 

The canteen will be closed  
on Friday 17th December.  
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School Crossing 
When using our School Crossing, please ensure that you wait behind the yellow lines until 
the School Crossing Supervisor has put this red Stop sign up, has blown the whistle and 
indicated that it is safe to cross the crossing.  

A reminder that all students are to wear their hats      
outside during Term 4 and Term 1.  

 

Hats can be purchased from Noone Imagewear   

54 Old Geelong Road, Hoppers Crossing. 

The last day of Term 4 is Friday 17th December.  

 

School finishes at 1.30pm on this day.  

Wear a SunSmart Hat! 

      Last Day of Term 4 
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Changes to Parking in  
Brigalow Drive 

Wyndham Council have changed the parking conditions in Brigalow Drive to a 2 minute 
Drop Off Zone. Any queries please contact Wyndham Council on 1300 023 411.  
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Congratulations Word  
Challenge winners! 

Congratulations to the following students who were the prize winners for the last  
newsletter’s Word Challenge and made an impressive amount of words with ‘ju in them:  

Arnav Ananthula from 2C 

Sanjana Ramachander from 5B 

Krithika Pallay from 5B 

Well done to all of our winners! 
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COVID-19 vaccination – factsheet for parents  

By getting vaccinated you are helping to keep yourself, your family and 
your community safe  

People aged 12 and over can get vaccinated  

Schools are hosting temporary ‘pop-up’ COVID-19 vaccination clinics, where the local community, 
including students and staff, can get vaccinated.  

Every person aged 12 years and over is eligible to get vaccinated.  

Medical staff and experienced immunisers will administer the vaccines.  

When coming to get vaccinated, bring identification such as a Medicare card or Individual Health 
Identifier (IHI). You will still be able to get vaccinated if you are not able to bring identification.  

Vaccinations help protect your family and friends  
Younger people are also at risk of getting COVID-19, and can infect older people who are more      
vulnerable, such as parents or grandparents.  

How to get vaccinated  
You can turn just turn up to get vaccinated. You do not have to make a booking.  

Other places you can get vaccinated  
You can also access COVID-19 vaccines from:  

• one of more than 60 state-run vaccination centres. For locations and to make a booking,                              
visit: coronavirus.vic.gov.au/vaccination-centres  

• participating doctors, pharmacies, and community health services. For details and bookings,      
visit covid-vaccine.healthdirect.gov.au 

The vaccine is safe for young people  

The vaccine is safe, free and voluntary. In rare cases, side effects may occur, but these are       
generally mild and last only for a day or two. Students will be supervised by a medical professional 
for 15 minutes after they are vaccinated, to make sure they are ok.  

If anybody continues to feel unwell after they get vaccinated, they should contact their doctor      
immediately.  

Note, there is no evidence that shows getting the COVID-19 vaccine impacts a person’s fertility.  
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The Victorian Government Coronavirus website has more information about possible side effects              
from COVID-19 vaccines: coronavirus.vic.gov.au/cardiac-side-effects-and-covid-19  

Providing consent for vaccination  

For people aged 12-17 years, consent may be given in a number of ways:  

 

• A parent or guardian can attend the vaccine appointment with the young person and provide consent           
for them (note: only one parent or guardian may attend with the young person).  

• A young person may attend a vaccination centre with a consent form signed by a parent or guardian.  

• A young person may provide their own consent, if a senior and experienced immuniser assesses that      
they are a mature minor who can make the decision.  

 

We encourage students to get vaccinated  

Getting vaccinated is voluntary. Students are strongly encouraged to get vaccinated, as this will help keep 
them, their families, and their communities safe.  

There are times someone cannot get vaccinated  

Remember, if someone is feeling even a little unwell, they should not attend a vaccination appointment. They 
should get tested and stay home until they get a negative result.  

A person cannot attend a vaccine appointment if they are isolating due to visiting an exposure site, are a 
close contact of somebody who has COVID-19, or if they have COVID-19.  

COVID-19 vaccination information in my language  

The Victorian Government’s coronavirus website has information about COVID-19 vaccines in a number of 
community languages. You can find translated information at: coronavirus.vic.gov.au/translated-information-
about-covid-19-vaccines  

More information  

For more information, including current public health restrictions and the latest exposure sites, visit           
coronavirus.vic.gov.au  

To receive this document in another format, phone 1300 651 160, using the National Relay Service 13 36 77 if     
required, or email COVIDvaccination@dhhs.vic.gov.au Authorised and published by the Victorian Government, 1 
Treasury Place, Melbourne.  

© State of Victoria, Australia, Department of Health, September 2021  
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