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Principal’s Report
We are now more than halfway through Term One, with only few weeks left before students are on their
first school holidays for 2022. It has been a delight to be on the gates in the morning, greeting our
families as they arrive at school. We have maintained our very high expectations of students and staff,
expecting everyone to be here everyday on time at 8:35am and ready to continue their learning.
Truganina’s Goals and Priorities For 2022
It is exciting to announce that we have finalised our 2022 Annual Implementation Plan (AIP) aligned with
Department of Education priorities and the Truganina College Strategic Plan.
The two priority Key Improvement Strategies for 2022 are:
Learning Priority:
Support learners who need scaffolding and those who have thrived to continue to extend their learning
(Literacy & Numeracy).
Wellbeing Priority:
Effectively utilise available resources to support students' wellbeing and mental health,
especially the most vulnerable.
These goals will be led by the FISO leaders - Brad Robertson (Engagement), Sadia Toqeer and Christina
Arnold (Numeracy), Rhiannon Porter and Lucy Francis (Literacy), and their lead teams along with the
critical friends.
Maths Critical Friends
Dr Margarita Breed and Kathy Palmer are the critical friends working with Lead Maths Team in 2022. Dr
Margarita Breed has been our critical friend since 2019 and Kathy Palmer has joined us this year.
The staff representatives from Foundation, Year 1, Year 2, Year 3, Year 5, Year 7 are embedding their
learning around the Big Ideas in Number this year with Dr. Margarita Breed. The representative teachers
are working closely with Dr Margarita to build and strengthen their capacity and confidence in relation to
mathematical knowledge. Staff are teaching with a focus on differentiation and explicit teaching of Big
Ideas in Numbers. Learning Specialists/School Improvement Team Members Jessie Patterson and Ann
Le will be working closely with Margarita to strengthen their capacity as Numeracy coaches.
Kathy Palmer is assisting us in reshaping our Math’s Essential Learnings. This portfolio will be led by Erin
Taylor with a representative from different year levels across the College who are working together to
develop version two of the Math’s Essential learning.
Maths is Everywhere
It is important to help children recognise that everyone uses maths all the time. Research shows that
families have the most significant influence on their children’s learning, development, and wellbeing.
Families play a key role in helping child/children prepare for school, and then succeed when they are at
school.

Principal’s Report
Here are some tips to help your child have a positive attitude about mathematics. These tips and
learning experiences can also be used by a child’s older siblings and grandparents, or other relevant
people in a child’s life, to help develop their literacy and numeracy skills. If English is not your first
language, you can always involve your child in these experiences in your first language instead of
English. Research shows that learning two or more languages from a young age can benefit children in
many ways, and help them succeed at school in all subject areas.
Activities to develop mathematical language
Use specific terms when asking for items. For example, ask your child to get the ‘one litre’ milk bottle
from the fridge, or the ‘one kilogram’ bag of flour from the cupboard.
When cooking, talk about different measurements used, such as teaspoons, millilitres, litres, and cups.
Counting everyday
You can incorporate counting into everyday activities such as:
Cut fruit into six pieces and ask your child to count the pieces.
Add the total number of cutlery items at the table.
Count how many steps it takes to walk from the kitchen to the bathroom.
Hunting for numbers
Number hunts are fun and engaging for your child. Ask your child to find numbers around you. Look at
and say the numbers on car number plates, signs, calendars, newspapers, shopping
catalogues, speed signs, and houses.
Exploring Maths in sports
Sports provide a good opportunity to engage your child in maths, particularly if they are a keen
sportsperson. Here are some questions to ask your child when watching or playing their favourite sport:
How does your favourite sport tally the score?
What maths is presented on the tally?
How do other sports tally the score – for example, tennis, golf, cricket, netball, football?
How long do your favourite sport games go for in minutes and seconds? How is the time in the
game divided? Into halves, quarters or something else?
Mathletics
Mathletics in an online maths program that is offered to all students at Truganina College.
Children have their own individual passwords and can complete tasks relevant to their educational
development, which have been set by their classroom teacher. They can also improve their fastmathematical recall times by competing in a live mathematical game against other children all around
the world.
This program is a fantastic way to improve your child’s Mathematics progress, while enjoying the use of
the computer and competing against other children from around the world.
If you have any questions regarding your child’s access to this program, please see their teacher.
These numeracy activities are excellent opportunities for you to model key learning
values such as enthusiasm, resilience and curiosity as well as develop mathematical
understanding.

Sadia Toqeer
Assistant Principal Year 6 and Year 7
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2022 Truganina College
Events Calendar
Date

Event

Wednesday 16th March

Year 8 Tennis
Selected students in Year 8

Wednesday 16th March

Division Swimming
Selected students

Friday 18th March

Year 7 Tennis
Selected students in Year 7

Sunday 20th March

Book Club orders close

Wednesday 23rd March

Year 2 Melbourne Museum
Students in Year 2A, 2C, 2G, 2J

Thursday 24th March

Wyndham School REAL (Robotics
Enhanced Applied Leaning)
Selected students in Year 6

Friday 25th March

Year 2 Melbourne Museum
Students in Year 2B, 2H, 2I, 2K, 2L

Tuesday 29th March

Year 2 Melbourne Museum
Students in Year 2D, 2E, 2F, 2M, 2N

Thursday 31st March

Assessment Information Session
Families of Year 3, 5, 7 and 9
students

Friday 8th April

Last day of Term 1

Monday 25th April

Public Holiday
No School

Tuesday 26th April

First day of Term 2

Tuesday 10th May -

NAPLAN for Years 3, 5 , 7 and 9

Friday 20th May
Thursday 9th June

2022 Curriculum Day
As approved by School Council

Friday 10th June

2022 Curriculum Day
As approved by School Council

Monday 31st October

2022 Curriculum Day
As approved by School Council
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NAPLAN Online 2022
NAPLAN is a national literacy and numeracy assessment that students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 sit in May each year. It is the
only national assessment that all Australian students undertake.
In 2022, students at Truganina College will transition from paper-based to online assessments. All Year 3 students will
continue to complete the writing assessment on paper. Online NAPLAN tests provide more precise results and are more
engaging for students. One of the main benefits is tailored (or adaptive) testing, where the test presents questions which
may be more or less difficult depending on a student’s responses.

This week, students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 completed a NAPLAN
Online Practice Assessment known as the School Readiness
Test. This practice assessment was an Omnibus assessment, a
shortened version of NAPLAN combining questions from across
Reading, Numeracy and Conventions of Language.
Our students and staff excelled during this first practice
assessment and becoming more familiar with the NAPLAN
Online platform and what to expect when responding to
questions.
We look forward to more practice sessions in the coming
weeks.

A reminder to all students that they need to bring in their headphones for
learning in the classroom.
They will be used in NAPLAN Online this year.
Headphones used for learning must have a 3.5mm jack for connection.

Courtney Hodgson
NAPLAN Coordinator

Nicole O’Brien
Shaquil Elias
NAPLAN Coordinator NAPLAN Technical Support Officer
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School Success Starts with Attendance!
There is no safe number of days for missing school. Each day that your child is absent, potentially puts
them behind, and can affect their educational outcomes.
If your child is sick or absent, you are required to notify the school as soon as possible on the day of
absence using one of the following methods:
1.

Log in to Compass and log the absence
directly using the Parent Portal.

2.

Telephone the school office and let the
staff know your child’s name, class,
date of absences and reason.

3.

Email the school and provide the staff
with your child’s name, class, date of
absences and reason.

Attendance Data as at end of Week 7, Term 1
Average days absent per student F-9
2.87
Average days absent per student: Foundation – Year 6

2.91

Average days absent per student: Year 7 – Year 9

2.74

2022 Target:
Less than 17 days absent per student
Foundation - Year 9

As a College, our average days absent is 2.87 which is below our 17 day goal in our 2022 School Strategic Plan.

This week Truganina College wishes to celebrate attendance achievements for:
THE YEAR LEVEL WITH THE MOST IMPRESSIVE
ATTENDANCE:

THE CLASS WITH THE MOST IMPRESSIVE
ATTENDANCE:

7A

Year 7
Well Done!

We continue to celebrate the hard work of teachers and leaders and their collective efficacy in ensuring our families know ‘Every
Day Counts’. Our teachers and leaders drive this through creating engaging and differentiated learning, completing small group
instruction and the 6 to 1 positive pathway which, enables a positive climate for learning.
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School & House Captains Elected!
In addition to our College Captains Ashton Lim and Anahat Marwaha, the College has finalised the
process to elect our leaders at the college. Throughout the first few weeks, we had an amazing number
of applications across Years 4-9 for leadership roles, they all gave great accounts of themselves and
shared their desires to contribute to the College. Truganina College strongly believes in providing
opportunities for student voice and agency and is passionate about nurturing and developing our next
generation of leaders. Below are the successful applicants for the positions of School Captains and
House Leaders in Years 6 and 9.

Left to right: Simar Sangha and Mubashir Ali Shaikh, Namatjira House, Kelly Caragay and Jaziah Kamu
Freeman House, Ashton Lim and Anahat Marwaha School Captains, Saint Smith and Aliyah Mohd Isa
Unaipon House and Kaif Ali Khan and Amrit Gill Thurston House.
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School & House Captains Elected!

Left to Right (Pranav, Jasmine and Harshad )
We now have our Year 6 College Captains. Thank you for the votes from our Year 6 cohort.
The election process started 3 weeks ago where every student who wished to apply for College
Captains was handed the application form. This form was to be completed and handed in at the end of
the week. It consisted of 3 main questions that had to be answered. We also had to get handwritten
referrals from a teacher of our choice.
These 8 nominees had to give an intriguing speech that made students vote for them. The speeches
were given at a WebEx session that Mr Pugh, Mrs O'Brien, Mr O’Halloran and Mrs Toqeer attended
along with the students and teachers of the whole year 6 cohort. All the speeches were brilliantly written
and spoken which left the audience in a hard situation on who to vote for. Immediately after the
speeches came the voting.
All students had to write the name of the 2 applicants they voted for on a piece of paper and give it to
their teachers. After all the students decided who to vote for and the votes were given to the teachers, Mr
Shanks and Mr Tran counted the votes and had them ready to announce. We all appreciate Mr Shanks
and Mr Tran’s effort in arranging the shortlisted students, reading all the applicants forms, and counting
the votes.
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School & House Captains Elected!
On the 9th of March the students of Year 6 were greeted with the results from Mr O’ Halloran at 8:35 in
the morning. The successsful applicants were Jasmine from 6G, Harshad from 6A and Pranav from 6H.
We should also congratulate the other applicants and candidates for giving it their best.

- Pranav Prasad 6H

Year 6 House Captains: Thanvitha Tharun and Nabeke Tarekegn Namatjira House, Emily Karto and
Vrishank Kothapalli Freeman House, Rudra Pansuria and Mahi Patel Unaipon House and Mihika Gupta
and Erik Kumar Thurston House.

Xavier O’Halloran
Acting Learning Specialist
Year 8 English PLC Leader
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Assessment Information Session
On Thursday 31st March 2022, we will be holding an information session for parents and families of Year
3, Year 5, Year 7 and Year 9 students.
The information session will provide you tools and strategies to help you support your child’s learning at
home using Truganina College’s Reading and Maths Mantra. You will also have an opportunity to learn
about the assessments that take place at Truganina College. We will share information about the new
online NAPLAN assessments.
If you have any questions, please call 03 9368 9800.

Christian Foster
Lead Engagement Team Member

2022 School Privacy Policy
Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores student and parent personal information for standard school
functions or where permitted by law, as stated in the Schools’ Privacy Policy .

Please take time to remind yourself of the school’s collection statement, found on our website
[https://truganinap9.vic.edu.au/overview/].

For more information about privacy, see: Schools’ Privacy Policy — information for parents. This information also
available in nine community languages:

- Amharic
- Dari
- Mandarin

- Sudanese
- Urdu
- Arabic
- Gujarati
- Somali
- Turkish

Lisa Rouvray
Enrolment Officer

- Vietnamese
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What’s Been Happening in Our
School Community

Truganina P-9 College encourages
students to persist when learning is
difficult.

Explicit Teaching - Truganina P-9 College always aims to improve the quality of
education it provides to students.
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What’s Been Happening in Our
School Community

Students at Truganina College feel confident about the skills and strategies they have learnt at school.

Teachers at Truganina P-9 College are enthusiastic
and positive about teaching.

Beth Pinchin
Community Engagement Member
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Student Empowerment
Foundation
In Foundation B this week, students were learning how to talk about and
understand different emotions. As a class, they discussed events that affect
our emotions.

Year 3
Students in 3A created their
expressions of interest for their next
classroom job assignment. Miss
Taylor is excited to see her students
demonstrate the College Value of
Responsible in their new classroom
jobs.

Learning about Respect
In Miss Park’s class this week,
students have been learning about
Respect. Shreeya (3F) learnt that
‘respect can be picking up rubbish
and makes people happy’. Joannie
(3F) learnt that ‘respect is when you
treat someone the way you want to
be treated’.

Demonstrating the College Value of Responsible before school
Students in 3E and 3F have been completing word challenges while waiting for class to begin in the
morning. If students arrive before 8:35am, they have been demonstrating the College Value of
Responsible by using their time productively, completing the BOGGLE challenge and making as many
words as they can. It has been incredible to see the students in both classes joining in; their enthusiasm
for the task has been outstanding. It is extremely important that students arrive on time every morning,
walk quietly to their classroom and use any time before class effectively. This may be reading a book or
completing a challenge set by your teacher. The Student Empowerment team will be continuing to look
out for students using their morning time productively!
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Student Empowerment

Year 8
In Year 8, students have a lot of opportunities to get to know their peers well through a range of
Ice-Breaker activities! These activities are developed to embed safe and engaging environments for the
students. Here you can see students learning about stress through an Ice-Breaker activity called “Fizz
Buzz” - the students had a ball!

Year 8’s also had a great opportunity to learn about Coping
Strategies when dealing with stress and challenges. Students
then shared their own coping strategies with their peers!

Year 9
In Year 9, during Respectful Relationships, we like to encourage all students to contribute to discussions
in order to support the learning of their peers. The Year 9 team have created a classroom role of ‘The
Spider’, where a student creates the class web, by making connections between students' names that
have contributed to the class discussion!

Hannah Tooze
Student Empowerment Team
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Year 2 Poetry
We are learning to write a poem.
I will be successful when I can:
•
Identify a diamante poem.
•
Follow the layout of a diamante poem.
•
Create my own diamante poem.
•
Follow the writing process.
During Week 6 and 7, Year 2 students have been learning about Poetry. We have identified features of
acrostic, cinquain and diamante poems. Whilst looking at poems, we have developed our understanding of nouns, adjectives, verbs, synonyms and antonyms.
Here are some of the great diamante poems from 2A, 2C & 2G.

Vihaan 2C

Varsha 2C

Izaan 2A

14

Lani 2G

Year 2 Poetry

Hind 2A

Ruqaiya 2G

Krith 2A

Kayla 2G

Kirby Meade
Year 2 Teacher and PLC Leader
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Year 7 Music
We are learning how to perform rhythms on instrumentation.
I will be successful when I can:
•

Identify various rhythmic notes and rests both visually and audibly.

•

Compose rhythms using my rhythmic knowledge.

•

Perform give rhythms on my allocated instrument.

Students in Year 7 have been busy learning about the various musical elements that exist in Music – as
they have learned, when we discuss musical elements, we are talking about the different building
blocks of a piece of music.
Currently, Year 7s have been learning about the musical element of rhythm! They’ve learned some
rhythmic notes and rests, including the specific language used to describe these rhythms, and have
also composed their own rhythms!
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Year 7 Music
Students have then performed these rhythms through the use of body percussion (clapping) and
classroom instruments such as keyboard, acoustic and bass guitars, ukuleles and electric drum kits.
They worked collaboratively in their instrument groups before performing the rhythms as an ensemble,
guided by Miss Nolan.

Through this learning, students have continually demonstrated the 21 st century
skills of collaboration and critical and creative thinking. They have been highly
engaged and passionate about their rhythmic knowledge – keep up the fantastic
Music learning, Year 7s!

Chelsea Nolan
Arts Coordinator
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Library News!
Everyone Belongs in the Library
The Truganina College community proudly includes families from many different nationalities and
cultural backgrounds. That’s why Harmony Week (21-27 March) is an important celebration on the
Library calendar.
We are celebrating by showcasing beautiful books about the different communities who call Truganina
home. Here are some of our favourites.

FAMILIES, CAN YOU HELP?
We would love to have more traditional stories from around the world in our library so that students can
share their cultures with each other. Do you remember a favourite story from your childhood? Send an
email to library@truganinap9.vic.edu.au and tell us the title, and we’ll try to find a copy.

Ms Jane Burrows
Library Manager
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Last Call for Book Club orders
Dear Families,
Book Club orders will close on Sunday 20 March.
If you’d like to buy some new books for your children to read at home AND help Truganina College
earn rewards points, go to the LOOP website link below.

Ms Jane Burrows
Library Manager
19

Excellence in Teaching and
Learning with our Integration Aides
Daljit has been at Truganina College since 2016. Daljit works in the primary school and this year is
working with the year 5 cohort. Her commitment to student learning is appreciated with her being well
received from students and staff.
“She always try to help, even when you make mistakes”. “If she thinks the book is bad, (five finger rule)
she suggests books for you”. Asha 5J

Daljit is an amazing educator who shares a great rapport with 5J students. She loves to support
students with learning in the classroom. On behalf of 5J, I would like to thank Daljit for empowering
every student in our classroom.

Kelly Carter
Education Support Leader Middle Years 5-9
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Staff Profiles
Get to know Leisa Blanche – Year 4 Classroom Teacher
What is your role at the College? My current role is Year 4 Classroom Teacher and a
Professional Learning Community Leader.
What is your favourite colour? I love most colours! One of my favourite colours is blue because it
reminds me of swimming in the ocean.
What is your favourite number? My favourite number is 7 because it’s my lucky number.
What is your favourite book and why? My favourite book is The Lorax by Dr Seuss. It is my favourite book
because it has a very special message about sustainability and the importance of showing respect for
our environment and all living creatures.
What is your favourite food? My favourite food is any kind of chocolate!
What do you like most about teaching and learning? I like helping students to achieve their personal
and academic goals. I like helping students to develop a growth mindset so they can face future
challenges with resilience and determination. I enjoy teaching all subject areas and am passionate
about Science, sustainability and the environment. Most of all I love sharing the learning journey with
students, watching them grow and become life-long learners.

Get to know Rose Hashim – Year 5 Classroom Teacher
What is your role at the College? I have many roles in the College but the one I enjoy
the most is being a Year 5 classroom teacher.
What is your favourite colour? My favourite colours are pink and green because I find
them soothing and relaxing.
What is your favourite number? 3 has to be my favourite number because I am surrounded by 3 a lot.
For example, I have 3 children, my birthdate and house number also contain a 3.

What is your favourite book and why? I love books and enjoy reading since I was a young child, hiding
under the blankets reading with a torch in my hand. My all-time favourite would have to be The BFG. It is
a beautiful book about friendship and it is written by my favourite author, Roald Dahl.
What is your favourite food? I enjoy food but my ultimate favourite food is ice cream. I can eat ice cream
anytime!
What do you like most about teaching and learning? I love that I can influence the minds of young
people that I teach, inspire the love of learning and motivate them to achieve their personal best every
day.
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COVID Vaccinations
COVID-19 third-dose vaccinations are now available to 16-17 year olds who had their second dose of a COVID-19
vaccine three or more months ago.
Supporting as many eligible students as we can to be vaccinated will help make our school as safe as possible.
Getting vaccinated is one of the most important steps we can all take to get direct protection against COVID-19.
How to book an appointment
There are many convenient and accessible options to access vaccinations. These include state-wide vaccination
clinics, your local GP or pharmacy.
You can book your appointment in a few different ways, including:
•
•
•
•

online: coronavirus.vic.gov.au/vaccine
by phone: 1800 675 398 (Coronavirus Hotline)
using the COVID-19 Vaccine Clinic Finder - COVID-19 Vaccine Clinic Finder/Australian Government
Department of Health
In person: talk to your local pharmacy, doctor, or attend one of the State Vaccination Centres.
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/vaccination-information-children-and-teenagers
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COVID Test Kits
Free rapid antigen tests will continue to be made available for all staff and
students at Truganina P-9 College throughout Term One 2022.
Please ensure that you test your child/ren every Tuesday and Thursday.
If your child/ren have COVID symptoms, please ensure that you undertake a
RAT test.

Wear Your Mask
Students in Year Three to Six are encouraged to wear a face mask indoors
and in Outside School Hours (OSHC) programs if vaccinated.
Students in Years Prep to Two are strongly recommended to wear a face
mask indoors at school or an OSHC program.
Face masks are recommended but are not required in secondary schools.

You must ensure you are 1.5 metres distance
from anyone around you.
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Victorian School of Languages
(VSL)
This year our College is both fortunate and proud to host students who are attending Punjabi, Tamil and
Bengali classes, conducted by the Victorian School of Languages. Classes commenced on Saturday the
5th of February and will be conducted on Saturday mornings at Truganina P-9 College. If you would like
to enrol your child/children please see the VSL website (https://www.vsl.vic.edu.au/enrol/). Truganina
P-9 College looks forward to hosting VSL once again in 2022 as the VSL community grows.

Jaimie Vernon
VSL Supervisor

Soundgarage
Dear Families,
Due to the current covid restrictions at Truganina P-9, Soundgarage Instrumental lessons have been
postponed until the start of term 2. We understand that it is disappointing, however, we want to ensure
that our lessons are delivered with covid-safe measures in mind.
If you would like to reserve a spot for your child for term 2, please email a copy of the enrolment form to
Patrick at patrick@soundgaragemusicschool.com
Thank you,
Patrick O'Brien Manager of Soundgarage Music Schools

Chelsea Nolan
Subject Leader for Arts
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End of Term 1
Friday 8th April is the last day of Term 1.
School will finish early at 2:30pm. We would like to wish everyone a safe and happy
holiday!
Tuesday 26th April is the first day of Term 2. School starts at 8.35am.
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Curriculum Days 2022
The following dates are our Curriculum Days for 2022 - approved by
School Council:
Thursday 9th June 2022
Friday 10th June 2022
Monday 31st October 2022

Truganina College Easter Raffle
Donations
Truganina College is currently seeking Easter chocolate donations for our Easter Raffle to be drawn on
Wednesday 6th April.
Fundraising initiatives will be ongoing at Truganina College and this event will be raising funds for
Shade Sails.
If you have any Easter donations, please drop them at the office by Wednesday 30th March.
Tickets will be sent out in the coming week to the eldest child of each family.
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For further information and queries, please contact the
Administration Office on 9368 9800
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Truganina Hats
Truganina Hats are now available for $12 from the school office. Limited sizes available.
If you would like one, please see the ladies in the office.

Congratulations Word
Challenge winners!
Congratulations to the following students who were the prize winners for the last
newsletter’s Word Challenge and made an impressive amount of words with ‘cl’ in them:
Agush Gumma from 1H
Parteek Singh Dhillon from 4D
Tript Sergill from 7E
Well done to all of our winners!
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I have read my newsletter ☺
Student Name _________________________
Teacher Name _________________________
Parent Name ___________________________
CHALLENGE!!
How many words can you make that have ‘en’ in
them?

e n
3 WINNERS WILL BE ANNOUNCED THIS ROUND!
PRIZES! PRIZES! PRIZES!!!!
Return your slip to your teacher with as many words
written, with ‘en’ in them for your chance to win a
prize!!
Slips must be returned by Thursday 24h March.
Winners announced Friday 25th March.
Go For It!
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