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Student Engagement & Wellbeing
At Truganina College, our 2022 AIP contains the Wellbeing Priority. 3b to embed the teaching of social
and emotional skills to build resilience. Our Action is to enhance the health and wellbeing of all students
through student empowerment.
We work towards this goal with ongoing opportunities….

R U Ok Day

Whole College Assembly presented by: Anahat Marwaha (College Captain), Nicole O’Brien (College
Principal), Ashton Lim (College Captain), Sadia Toqeer (Deputy Principal), Brad Robertson (Assistant
Principal)
The 08/09/2022 was R U OK? Day - a campaign aimed at encouraging everyone to start the
conversation and check-in on those who may be struggling.
Being prepared to have regular, meaningful conversations with those around us is one way we can
help someone who may be struggling to feel supported when confronted with challenges at school, and
in life.
This year on R U OK? Day, it’s important to remember the following:
You don’t have to be an expert to ask someone if they are OK.
You don’t need to have the answers or a solution - just a bit of time and be willing to genuinely
listen.
Being a good listener is one of the best things we can do for someone when they are distressed.
Supporting each other and asking R U OK? is something we can all do every day.

Student Engagement & Wellbeing
A whole College Assembly occurred on the day as well as opportunities for students to engage with our
colleagues from Wyndham Youth Services to check in with students, offer resources and community
connections and play games with our students.
Morning Engagement
Morning Engagement is an opportunity for students to come together for breakfast and engage with
new friends, play games, and connect with the broader community. Morning Engagement is offered
every Monday and Friday from 8-8:25 outside room 32. We look forward to seeing you there for some
toast, cereal, fruit or milk.

Students displaying the College Values of
Respect and being Responsible by being clean
and tidy, using manners and following
instructions.

Mrs McNaughton, Ms Gee, Mrs O’Brien,
and Miss Hodgson preparing toast at
Morning Engagement.

Students engaging with Mr Pike as part of
the activities available at morning
engagement.

A big thank you to Miss Fota for your continued leadership of Morning Engagement, ensuring Truganina
College provides opportunities for all learners to develop a sense of responsibility.
Building Communities
Truganina College is continuously seeking to build long lasting relationships with the Community. We
are proud to continue the relationship with Wyndham Youth Services who attend Morning Engagement
to connect with students as well as being at some recess times. If you see Candace or Jordyn at the
College from Wyndham Youth Services, please say hello.
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Student Engagement & Wellbeing
https://www.wyndham.vic.gov.au/services/youth-services
Anytime. Any Reason.
School Holidays
From all staff at Truganina College, we wish all families a happy and safe term 3 break. We look to
welcoming all families back to school after a well deserved break.

Brad Robertson
Acting Assistant Principal
Wellbeing & Engagement Leader

2022 Truganina College
Events Calendar
Date

Event

Thursday 15th September

Year 6 Music Incursion
Students in Year 6

Thursday 15th September

Western Metro Track & Field Region Finals
Selected Secondary students

Friday 16th September

Last day of Term 3
School finishes at 2.30pm

Monday 3rd October

First day of Term 4
School starts at 8.35am

Monday 31st October

Curriculum Day
No students at school

Tuesday 1st November

Melbourne Cup Public Holiday
No school on this day
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B r ea k i ng T h e L i n k
School Success Starts with Attendance!
There is no safe number of days for missing school. Each day that your child is absent, potentially puts
them behind, and can affect their educational outcomes.
If your child is sick or absent, you are required to notify the school as soon as possible on the day of
absence using one of the following methods:
1.

Log in to Compass and log the absence
directly using the Parent Portal.

2.

Telephone the school office and let the
staff know your child’s name, class,
date of absences and reason.

3.

Email the school and provide the staff
with your child’s name, class, date of
absences and reason.
Attendance Data as at end of Week 9, Term 3
Average days absent per student F-9
16.54
Average days absent per student: Foundation – Year 6

16.62

Average days absent per student: Year 7 – Year 9

16.25

2022 Target:
Less than 17 days absent per student
Foundation - Year 9

As a College, our average days absent is 16.54 which is below our 17 day goal in our 2022 SSP.

This week Truganina College wishes to celebrate attendance achievements for:
THE YEAR LEVEL WITH THE MOST IMPRESSIVE
ATTENDANCE:

THE CLASS WITH THE MOST IMPRESSIVE
ATTENDANCE:
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Year 7
Well Done!
Every Day Counts

We continue to celebrate the hard work of teachers and leaders and their collective efficacy in ensuring
our families know ‘Every Day Counts’. Our teachers and leaders drive this through creating engaging
and differentiated learning, completing small group instruction and the 6 to 1 positive pathway which,
enables a positive climate for learning.
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Dear Students and Families,
It is important that the four College Values, Learn, Respect, Resilience and
Responsible are displayed daily at school in order for us students to maintain
positive behaviour and make good choices.
In the school yard and during lunch and recess, it is great to see students being
respectful to one another.
In class, learning is always a thing that is found and when times are tough,
resilience does come handy.
Responsibility is also important as it helps us to keep things organised by
completing assignments on time as an example.
Having a growth mindset can make us learn to believe in ourselves and know that
we are capable of doing whatever we set out mind to.
Lets all aim to display the College Values daily!
Kind regards
Jasmine Bhagat
Year 6 College Captain
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Father’s Day Stall
A massive thank you to our office staff, parents, students and community helpers for organising,
setting up and selling gifts for Father’s Day.
Students had the opportunity to shop for their loved ones. Students enjoyed selecting the best
present from the variety of items available at the stall. We hope that many fatherly figures would
have received a wonderful gift and a thank you for all they do to support their children.
We were able to raise $2705 from the stall. This will go towards School Sails .
Special thanks to the following volunteers for their commitment and support to run the stall smoothly
over two days.
Adrian Gonnella from Wyndham Youth Services and our School Council member
Hayley McCormick and Candace Lobow from Wyndham Youth Services
Parent helpers: Leah Wallace, Nazia Ehmar, Amanda Hart, Dhara Parekh
Big Child care worker: Kirsty Young
If you have a current Working with Children’s check and you would like to support us by volunteering
during events or special occasions, please contact the front office on 9368 9800.

Suzanne Romero
Administration
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Student Class Placement 2023
Our teachers and leaders have started the important process of Class Placements for
students in 2023. Our staff are ensuring they keep the goals from our School Strategic
Plan in mind when placing your child, ensuring we are creating the best environment for
our learners to improve their outcomes in literacy and numeracy, whilst also ensuring
that they are developing into independent and self regulated learners. We are also
maintaining a clear and strong focus on creating classrooms that will enhance the
wellbeing and health of all students.
This process is driven through the data of the students and the strong understanding of
each and every child that our teachers have.
If you have any request for your child’s class placement, please address your email to the
College Principal on truganina.p9.co@education.vic.gov.au with the name of your child,
year level and your request by no later than Thursday 20th October. Requests will be
considered, not guaranteed.

Kind regards,

Tania Fota

and

Elisabeth Craig

Transitions Team

Last Day of Term
The last day of Term 3 is Friday 16th September. School finishes at
2.30pm on this day.
Term 4 begins on Monday 3rd October at 8.35am.
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Meet the Rainbow Serpent
Incursion
On Monday 29th and Tuesday 30th of August, Year 2 students participated in an interactive learning
experience. We met a variety of Australian animals including an olive python, a crocodile and a shingleback lizard.
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Meet the Rainbow Serpent
Incursion

Kirby Meade
Year 2 Teacher
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Year 5 STEM
Learning Intention:
We are learning to apply our understanding of light when generating a solution for a design brief.
I will be successful when I can:
•

Use the engineering process to research, design, create and evaluate a periscope design.

•

Apply scientific knowledge to support my design.

•

Use the 21st century skills of collaboration and communication during the course of the project.

During Term 3, students in year 5 learnt about Physical Sciences. They learnt the concept and properties
of light sources. Students worked in groups and followed the engineering design process to create a
periscope. They used the 21st century skills of collaboration, communication, critical and creative thinking
to complete their project. Students used cardboard, plastic mirrors, tape, scissors and glue, as well as
rulers for measuring and protectors to determine the size of angles.
The engineering design process:

Students asked questions as part of their periscope research. Questions included:
What is a periscope?
Who uses it and why?
How can we make it?
Students considered suitable materials for their project and after completing their project, they evaluated
it.
A periscope is an optical instrument that allows objects that are not in direct line of sight to be viewed.
Periscopes have been proven to be of great help to submariners by allowing these professionals to
have a view above the surface of water and aid in navigation under water.
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Year 5 STEM

Gurpreet Batth
Primary STEM Teacher
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Year 6 Spanish
Intención de aprendizaje:
We are learning how to talk about attractions in Spanish.
Success Criteria:
I will be successful when I can:
•
Say various travel related attractions in Spanish.
•
Recognise cognates.
•
Use vocabulary in real life circumstances.
In Term 3, Year 6 students have been working on the topic of travel ( el viaje). We started looking at the
vocabulary relating to travel attractions and identifying the idea of a “cognate”. Cognates are words that
sound and or look the same in other languages. For example, students learnt the vocabulary for “hotel –
el hotel”, “zoo – el zoo” and “airport – el aeropuerto”. These are all examples of cognates as they sound
and look similar or the same in both English and Spanish. To practise their new travel attraction
vocabulary, students were asked to create their own islands. On their islands, they had to incorporate
the vocabulary into their islands by drawing them, labelling them, or creating a key with the Spanish
vocabulary to show what each symbol meant on their island. The students were really engaged with this
learning experience and feel confident with recalling various attraction vocabulary in Spanish!

Abhi Randhawa 6A

Malik Khudruj,
Arif Singh &
Qanit Syed Abdul 6C

Unnati Upadhyay 6D
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Year 6 Spanish

Hrishita Patel 6F

Lachlan Tipping
Spanish Teacher

Diya Patel 6H

Marisa Tu 6E
13

Year 9 Hour of Power Incursion
On the 31st of August, Year 9 students had a future focussed incursion. Hour of power sessions is
designed to give students the knowledge and tools needed to connect their current experiences and
education to their future. Betsy and Lolly from Tripod ran 3 2-hour sessions which gave the opportunity
for all of our year 9 students to build on their team skills, interview skills, first impressions when applying
for a job and work experience preparation.

“Absolutely loved the incursion! The lady’s fluent change in tone
and facial expressions captivated me and everyone listening. I
also learnt to feel more at ease about my future, and what to
say during interviews.”
Aditya Chigurala, 9G

“Loved the chocolate and the lessons, they were fun and made
everyone want to participate.”

Rosemarie Rochelle Percival Tafili, 9G

“This incursion made me reflect on myself as a businessman,
*Future businessman. The instructor laid out the many qualities
that I admire in myself and in others. Great Event! #Sharks”
Barag B Manyiel, 9G

“It was really motivating and an eye opener! I liked it
because it was an incursion for jobs and learning
about yourself and your traits for a job interview. We
learnt that school is important and that it really does
help with money and also knowing your personal
traits is important. A highlight was definitely learning
about everyone’s personality and seeing my
similarities with other peers. Also, learning what
others wanted to be and getting 2 Chocolates!”

Faith Passi, 9G
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Year 9 Hour of Power Incursion

Tania Fota
Learning Specialist Transitions and Pathways
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H e a lt h y , Ha p p y & R e s i l i e nt K id s

Division Athletics Carnival
After success at their primary district athletics carnival, selected Year 4,5 & 6 students went on to the
next stage and competed in the Wyndham division event. Truganina P-9 College for the first time had 8
students represent the college at division level, a fantastic achievement. The sun was shining which
offered a great atmosphere for all on the day.
Students were extremely excited about the opportunity to compete at this level and test themselves
against the whole division which includes schools all schools throughout Wyndham. Events that
individual students competed in included the 1500 metre race, shot put, 200 and 100 metre sprints.
These students competed extremely hard representing the college with pride. The second last event of
the day saw our Year 6 girls relay team come up in the 4 x 100m relay after a long wait on the sidelines.
Jasmine Bhagat got the team off to a roaring start getting the team up into the top four, a smooth
transition of the baton saw Thanvitha Tharun hold on to our top four position down the back straight. The
baton was then handed over the Gladness Baseka, who catapulted the girls into second position on the
home turn. Harmee Patel battled her way down the home straight holding on to second position, which
sees the relay team move on to the regional athletics events in just over a week to compete at the next
level.
We are all extremely proud of those who competed on the day, our girls relay team will be the first relay
team from Truganina College to go on to regionals and represent the school. A fantastic achievement
and we can’t wait to see what they can do! We also can’t wait to see what Truganina P-9 College’s
athletics team can achieve further next year.

John Whitehouse
Physical Education Teacher
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Address: 6 Congo Drive, Tarneit

Curriculum Days 2022 & 2023
The remaining Curriculum Day for 2022 is approved by School Council:
Monday 31st October 2022
The Curriculum Days for 2023 are Approved by School Council:
Friday 27th January 2023
Thursday 17th August 2023
Friday 18th August 2023
Monday 6th November 2023
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Meet our Education Support Staff
- Anu Cyriac
Meet Anu! Anu started at the College in 2020. Anu initially worked with the Primary Years but has now
transitioned to our Year 7 community.
Granny from Year 7 says that "Miss Anu helps me with my English and Maths. She is always nice to me
and I like working with her".
In 2021 Anu was recognised by Joanne Ryan MP for her outstanding work with her students.
"As an ES staff, I have the pleasure of being a part of students’ learning journey, as I am able to support
them constantly. I enjoy motivating students to do their best in everything they do ".
Keep up the fantastic work Anu!

Tammy Todd
Education Support Leader
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Staff Profiles
Get to know Kelsey Lucas – Physical Education Classroom Teacher
What is your role at the College? I am a Health and Physical Education classroom
teacher, a Year 8 Sub-School Leader, I lead Respectful Relationships across F-9 and
have just recently got a new role as Pedagogy Coach.
What is your favourite colour? My favourite colour is blue, like the oceans and skies on
a warm summer day!
What is your favourite number? My favourite number is the number 17, because when I was in high
school, my favourite AFL player was Shannon Byrne's, that has since changed, but the number stuck
with me!
What is your favourite book and why? My favourite books would have to be The Lord of the Rings novels.
They are books that keep me invested.
What is your favourite food? My favourite food would have to be a Báhn Mì! If you haven't had one, head
to the Nhu Lan Bakery in Footscray!
What do you like most about teaching and learning? I love the moment when the students start to make
real life connections about what they are learning about, and it all falls together.

Get to know Prafulla Erra – Year 7 English & Year 8 Technology
Literacy Teacher
What is your role at the College? I teach Year 7 English and Year 9 Technical Literacy at
the College. I am one of the Year 7 Sub School Leaders and also a member of the
MYLNS- Literacy team.
What is your favourite colour? My preference depends on my mood. But most often I
tend to like orange as it symbolises joy, warmth, and enthusiasm.
What is your favourite number? My favourite number is 24 as it is my daughter’s birthday and 24 is
considered the luckiest number according to numerology.
What is your favourite book and why? My favourite book is Inglorious Empire by Shashi Tharoor, an
Indian politician, author, and diplomat. This book provides an insight into the real struggles faced by
India during pre-independence era.
What is your favourite food? My favourite food is undoubtedly the world famous ‘Hyderabadi Biryani’.
What do you like most about teaching and learning? The most enjoyable thing about teaching and
learning is to watch the students grow and evolve as they put time and effort in their learning.
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Meet the Truganina Babies!
Congratulations to our Truganina staff members who have recently had babies.
Amber Mallia’s baby
Declan

Meg Cogdon’s baby

Ned

Emma Wasson’s baby
Ollie
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Meet the Truganina Babies!
Shannon Hume’s baby
Emilio

Bianca Johnstone’s baby
Hannah
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2022 Timetable

Congratulations Word
Challenge winners!
Congratulations to the following students who were the prize winners for the last
newsletter’s Word Challenge and made an impressive amount of words with ‘un’ in them:
Zohaib Yazdan from 2H
Samiha Fatima from 3I
Sejal Singh from 5E
Well done to all of our winners!
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Footy Day Lunch
To celebrate the upcoming footy finals, our canteen are offering a
lunch footy food package which will be available to buy this
Thursday 15th September.
This package will include either a pie, pastie, sausage roll or hot
dog with a drink.
Most dietary requirements can be catered for.

Please order online via www.boccafoods.com.au
You must put your order in by 6pm Wednesday 14th September

No Lunch Orders on Friday 16th
The last day for lunch orders is Thursday 15th September.
The canteen WILL NOT be taking lunch orders on Friday 16th
September, however they will be open for over the counter
snacks only.
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