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In Foundation to Year 4 Maths this term, we have seen the roll out of the reshaped overviews, pacing 
guides and skills and knowledge documents. These were developed under the leadership of Erin Taylor 
and trialled in the Year 3 classrooms. It is evident during our Professional Learning Communities,   
teachers are utilising the pacing guides and knowledge and skills documents to plan differentiated    
lessons in Maths according to student learning needs. Teachers are making the connections between 
the three strands in Maths (numbers, algebra, statistics, probability and measurements, geometry) and 
gaining an understanding of how the Big Ideas in Number is interwoven between all three strands.  



 

 

Christina Arnold 
Assistant Principal 

Mathematics  
at Truganina 
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Work has also begun on developing the Essential Learnings for Maths. This is also focused around the 
Big Ideas in Number and how it is evident in all areas of Maths. Essential Learnings are what we     
guarantee that every student will learn.  

The Maths Online Interview is a rich assessment developed for the Department of Education and     
Training which is mandated in Foundation and optional to Year 4 or beyond depending on student 
needs. Maths Online Interview is being completed for counting and place value in all our Foundation to 
Year 4 classes and the data gathered is showing where our student’s misconceptions are. Teachers are 
using this information to form their focus groups and differentiate the learning for students. Addition and 
Subtraction and Multiplication and Division will be completed later in the year.  



 

 

2023 Truganina College  
Events Calendar 

Date Event 

Wednesday 15th March -   

Monday 20th March 

NAPLAN for Years 3, 5 ,7 and 9 

Tuesday 21st March African Village & Werribee Open Zoo Excursion 
 Selected students in  

Year 1A, 1B, 1C, 1D, 1E, 1F 

Thursday 23rd  March African Village & Werribee Open Zoo Excursion 
 Selected students in  

Year 1G, 1H, 1I, 1J, 1K, 1L 

Monday 27th March Year 7 Girls Netball 
Selected students in Year 7 

Monday 27th March  Year 5 Team Building Incursion 
Students in Year 5B, 5C, 5D, 5J, 5K 

Tuesday 28th  March  Year 5 Team Building Incursion 
Students in Year 5A, 5E, 5F, 5G, 5H, 5I 

Friday 31st  March Democracy, Community & Me Incursion 
Students in Year 4A, 4B, 4C 

Tuesday 4th April Democracy, Community & Me Incursion 
Students in Year 4D, 4E, 4F 

Wednesday 5th April Democracy, Community & Me Incursion 
Students in Year 4G, 4H, 4I 

Wednesday 5th April Year 8 Girls Netball 
Selected students in Year 8 

Thursday 6th April Last day of Term 1 
School finishes at 2.30pm 

Monday 24th April First Day of Term 2 
School starts at 8.35am 

Tuesday 25th April Public Holiday  
No School 

Monday 22nd May to  
Wednesday 24th May 

Year 5 Camp 
Students in Year 5A, 5B (split) 5C, 5D, 5E, 5F 

Monday 29th May to  
Wednesday 31st May 

Year 5 Camp 
Students in Year 5B (split), 5G, 5H, 5I, 5J, 5K 

Thursday 17th August Curriculum Day  
Approved by School Council 

Friday 18th August Curriculum Day  
Approved by School Council 

Monday 6th November Curriculum Day  
Approved by School Council 
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School Success Starts with Attendance! 
There is no safe number of days for missing school. Each day that your child misses, puts them         
behind, and can affect their educational outcomes.  

If your child is sick or absent, you are required to notify the school as soon as possible on the day of 
absence using one of the following methods: 

Log in to Compass and log the absence      
directly using the Parent Portal.  

Telephone the school office and let the staff 
know your child’s name, class, date of  
absences and reason. 

Email the school and provide the staff with 
your child’s name, class, date of absences 
and reason.  

Attendance Data as at end of Week 7, Term 1  

Average days absent per student F-9 3.45 2023 Target:  
Less than 16 days absent per student 

Foundation - Year 9 

Average days absent per student: Foundation – Year 6 3.48 

Average days absent per student: Year 7 – Year 9 3.37 
  

As a College, our average days absent is 3.45 for 2023 

This week Truganina College wishes to celebrate attendance achievements for: 

Well Done! 
We continue to celebrate the hard work of teachers and leaders and their collective efficacy in ensuring  

our families know ‘Every Day Counts’. Our teachers and leaders drive this through creating engaging and  
differentiated learning, completing small group instruction and the 6 to 1 positive pathway which, enables  

a positive climate for learning. 

THE YEAR LEVEL WITH THE MOST IMPRESSIVE ATTENDANCE: 

 
 

 

THE CLASS WITH THE MOST IMPRESSIVE ATTENDANCE: 

 

 Year 5 05F 
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NAPLAN Starts Today! 

Courtney Hodgson   Rhiannon Porter          Cassidy Marsh           Shaquil Elias 
NAPLAN Coordinator   NAPLAN Coordinator       NAPLAN Coordinator    NAPLAN Technical Support Officer 

  Wednesday 15th 
March 

Thursday 16th March Friday 17th March 

  

Monday 20th March 

Year 3 

9:00am start 

Writing 

[Paper Based] 

Reading 
Conventions of  

Language 
Numeracy 

Year 9 

9:00am start 

Writing Reading 
Conventions of  

Language 
Numeracy 

  

Year 5 

11:30am start 

Writing Reading 
Conventions of  

Language 

  

Numeracy 

Year 7 

11:30am start 

Writing Reading 
Conventions of  

Language 
Numeracy 
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We are extremely proud of our families and teachers with all of the preparation they do to allow our 
students to have a positive growth mindset relating to NAPLAN. 

  
The dedicated focus on learning at Truganina College doesn’t just happen in the lead up to NAPLAN, 
but across every year. Students’ learning success is measured by the work they do every day, with all 
of their teachers, across every year level.  

 

We are excited for NAPLAN this week and are continuing to create the ‘buzz’ across the college with 
students, staff and our community. 

 We wish every student undertaking NAPLAN Online in 2023 the very best! 
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Truganina Hats 

Truganina Hats are now available for $15 from the 
school office. Limited sizes available.  

We are currently a cashless school, so payment 
must be via card. 

If you would like one, please see the ladies in the 
office.  

All students are expected to wear a wide brim hat 
during break times. 

2023 School Privacy Policy 
Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores student and parent personal information for standard 
school functions or where permitted by law, as stated in the School’s privacy policy  . 

 

For more information about privacy, see: School’s privacy policy – Information for parents 

   This  information is also available in nine community languages: 

• Amharic 

• Arabic 

• Dari 

• Gujarati 

• Mandarin 

• Somali 

• Sudanese 

• Turkish 

• Urdu 

• Vietnamese. 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/Schools-Privacy-Policy-information-for-parents.aspx
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Chloe Chan 
Learning Specialist 

Foundation STEM 

We warmly welcome all Foundation students to STEM at Truganina College. During term one, students 
have been focusing on directional language and the 21st century skills of communication, collaboration, 
critical and creative thinking. 

Students first worked collaboratively to follow instruction cards when building a 
LEGO city. Then, using LEGO Education’s Coding Express application, students used 
basic coding to program and move the train to go forwards, backwards, stop and 
sound the horn. The learning experience also included basic counting to determine 
the   distance the train was to travel. 

Learning Intention: 
We are learning to use 21st Century skills when coding a train.  
 
I will be successful when I can: 
- Use critical and creative thinking to create a closed track.  
- Code a train to move using directional language.  
- Sequence steps when coding the movement of a train.  
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Year 1 Visual Art 
Art Meets Science and the Environment 

Art meets Science and the Environment. 
Year 1 students are learning about the Visual Art 
element of Line and how line styles may be       
applied to animals from the ocean including leafy 
Sea Dragons, Fish, Jellyfish, Sharks, Fairy         
Penguins and Sea Shells. Students illustrate and 
paint their animals practicing colour blending. 
 
Students are also considering how water moves 
by practicing marbling and making a vortex. 

Learning Intention: 
We are learning to use line styles in our artwork. 
 
I will be successful when I can: 
- Observe sea animals. 
- Describe the body shape of the animal. 
- Illustrate including wavy lines, zig-zags and        
spirals. 
- Practice watercolour painting to complete the 
artwork. 

1C students Trey and Ali and illustrating and 
painting Sharks. 

Artists of IC  
Kayla,  
Gracie,  
Silvana,  
Alan,  
Savir,  
Robin 

Leafy Sea Dragons, Jellyfish and Sharks from 1A      
students - Aarrishta, Talafi and Shaherbano. 
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Artwork from Ammarah, Divkara,  
Thavish, Aydin in 1F. 

Kathryn Anderson 
Art Teacher 

1B Marbling with Miss Brooke. 

Marwa from 1C  
Marbling with Miss Brooke. 

Year 1 Visual Art 
Art Meets Science and the Environment 



 

 

Year 6 Sovereign Hill Excursion 
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On Wednesday March 8 and Thursday March 9, the Year 6 cohort went on an excursion to Sovereign 
Hill, Ballarat. The students engaged in hands on learning experiences linked to Victoria’s gold rush era 
and listened to the gold miners’ experiences. They then travelled deep underground to explore      
passages within the original mine shafts hidden under Sovereign Hill. The students also saw what real 
gold looks like in the rocks before being mined. They then watched a Gold Pour demonstration and 
learned about how gold is formed and how it is smelted. The students then investigated Sovereign Hill 
in a self-guided tour where they got to see what life was like for everyone that worked around the gold 
mines. At the end of the excursion, the students participated in gold panning, where they had the    
opportunity to discover real gold just like miners did. We all had a fantastic and memorable               
experience!  
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Year 6 Sovereign Hill Excursion 

A Detailed Recount About the Mine Tour by Tamati from 6C 

 

Mine Tour 

 

Scary, dark, noisy. The sound of the wheels rolling. People whisper. The screech noise of the tires   
stopping, footprints covering the dusty ground. White rocks appear, hands covering the rocks, the 
guide showing us a half-mined wall. Bang bang! We could hear the miners working, bang bang, an 
eerie noise headed towards us. The guide turns on a loud old machine called ‘the Widowmaker’ that 
the old miners used to use. 

 

Coughing and the twitching noise from the guide’s torch going on and off repeatedly. People scaring 
others stomping on the ground while walking back. The eerie noise comes again. Miners mining into 
the wall going back up, wheels rushing crushing. Finally light appears and the journey finally ends. 



 

 

Year 6 Sovereign Hill Excursion 

Recounts of the 
Sovereign Hill 
Excursion  

 

By Hibba from 
6B 
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Ayda Haouchar 
Year 6 Teacher 

Year 6 Sovereign Hill Excursion 
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Year 7 English 
Collaboration for Learning  

Learning Intention:  
We are learning about the specific features of persuasive text.  
  
I will be successful when I can:  
- Understand the author’s purpose and intention.  
- Explain how language differs depending on the intended audience.  
- Analyse how persuasive devices support the author’s intended purpose. 
- Display 21st century skills such as communication and creativity. 
 

Year 7 students have been working on their English Learning Task for Term 1 this week. Students were 
given a choice of persuasive texts and were able to work in a group with others interested in the same 
text. These texts ranged from articles to advertisements to song lyrics. It was great to see students   
working as a team in their groups to identify the persuasive devices in their texts. Students had in-depth 
conversations about how these devices helped to persuade the audience. This experience gave        
students an opportunity to collaborate and learn from each other, while developing their annotation 
skills. 

Students have now begun using their notes from their groupwork to create a presentation about the 
persuasive devices in their text. The Year 7 English teachers are looking forward to reading their      
presentations and seeing how they have consolidated their learning in their groups. 

Collaborative discussion and annotations 

Students using their group 
annotations to create their 

presentations 

Grace Thomas 
Year 7 English PLC Leader 
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Truganina College Easter Raffle 
Donations 

Truganina College is currently seeking Easter chocolate donations for our Easter Raffle to 
be drawn on Thursday 6th April. 

Fundraising initiatives will be ongoing at Truganina College and this event will be raising 
funds for Shade Sails. 

If you have any Easter donations, please drop them at the office by  
Wednesday 29th March. 

Tickets will be sent out in the coming weeks to the eldest child of each family. 

Tickets will be $2 per ticket.  

For further information and queries, please contact the  
Administration Office on 9368 9800 



 

 

Meet our Education Support Staff 

Tammy Todd 
Education Support Leader 
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Meet Uzma Usama 

 
Uzma joined Truganina College in 2021.  This year Uzma is 
supporting our Year Six community. 
 
Uzma says that "being in education support is an incredible 
experience and a chance to make a difference. It makes me so 
happy watching children learn, grow, and develop. To know 
I’m making a positive impact on the world by helping to teach 
the next generation is a wonderful feeling. The joy I get from 
my job has positively impacted every area of my life.  
 
In her free time Uzma enjoys reading. When reading Uzma 
says she feels completely relaxed and finds herself in another 
world. Currently Uzma is reading The Power of Now by Eckhart 
Tolle. 
 
Thank you for all your hard work Uzma! 

Meet Anita Srinivasan 

 

Anita started at Truganina College in 2017 and has worked in 
several different year levels across the College. This year Anita 
is supporting our Foundation students. 
 

Anita says the "best part of being an ES is working with children 
and enjoying their differences and uniqueness. Supporting 
them to overcome academic and social challenges and         
experience success. It is a pleasure to see their growth through 
the year".  

 

Anita's favourite book is The Gruffulo by Julie Donaldson which 
is enjoyed by many children. 

 

In her spare time Anita likes doing craft and travelling.  

 

Thank you for your hard work and dedication to our students Anita. 



 

 

Staff Profiles 
Get to know Casey MacLean – Foundation Classroom Teacher 
 

What is your role at the College?  I am a Graduate Teacher from Victoria University. 
I am teaching Foundation. 

 
What is your favourite colour?  My favourite colour is blue.  

 
What is your favourite number? My favourite number is 18, because it was the 
number Matthew Lloyd wore when he played for Essendon .  

 
What is your favourite book and why? My favourite book is Maximum Ride by James Patterson and The 
Mamba Mentality by Kobe Bryant. 

 
What is your favourite food? Either Mexican or Thai food is my go-to food.  

 
What do you like most about teaching and learning?  I enjoy being able to see the growth of my         
students. I believe everyone has the right to an education and I hope I can provide that.  

 

Other Facts  

I am a big fan of the Toronto Raptors in the NBA and the Buffalo Bills in the NFL. I am also a Basketball 
Referee when I am not teaching. I hope to have a Great  Dane or 4 one day. 

Get to know Renee Avery– Year 1  Classroom Teacher 
 

What is your role at the College?  My role in the College is a Year 1 Classroom 
Teacher. I’m also a member of the Lead Adult  Learning Team, assisting the          
Induction Staff members. 

 
What is your favourite colour?   If I had to choose a favourite colour it would be     
Purple, though I like most colours. 

 

What is your favourite number? My favourite number is the number 19. The only reason I have and     
always have liked this number is because my birthday is on the 19th. 

 
What is your favourite book and why?  I love to read Fantasy books but my favourite children’s book is 
The Rainbow Fish. I loved the colours and the book was very interesting. 

 
What is your favourite food? My favourite food is Spaghetti and Meatballs. It has always been on a 
weekly rotation in my household. 

 

What do you like most about teaching and learning? I like that there is always something to learn. I like 
that teaching can make a difference in the world. 
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Camps, Sports, Excursions Fund 
(CSEF) 
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Ann Williams 
Administration 

Camps, Sports, Excursions Fund 
(CSEF) 

CSEF is provided by the Victorian Government to assist eligible families to cover the costs of school trips, 
camps and sporting activities. If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or are a temporary  
foster parent, you may be eligible for CSEF. A special consideration category also exists for asylum  
seeker and refugee families. The allowance is paid to the school to use towards expenses relating to 
camps, excursions or sporting activities for the benefit of your child. 

 

CSEF can be used as payment towards:  

• School camps/trips 

• Swimming and other school-organised sporting programs 

• Excursions/incursions 

 

To claim CSEF payments you need to have a valid Health Care Card or a valid Pension card.  

See examples of these cards below: 

The annual CSEF amount that students will receive is: 

• $125 for primary school students. 

• $225 for secondary school students. 

The CSEF funding does not cover Essential Education Items.  

 

How to apply  

Contact the school office to obtain a CSEF application form, complete the form and we’ll take a copy of 
your valid Health Care Card or valid Pension card. 
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Insurance 
Student Accident Insurance, ambulance cover arrangements and 
private property brought to schools by students, staff and visitors.  

 

School communities are reminded that the Department of Education and Training 
does not provide personal accident insurance or ambulance cover for students. 
Parents/carers of students, who do not have student accident insurance/            
ambulance cover, are responsible for paying the cost of medical treatment for     
injured students, including the cost of ambulance attendance or transport as well 
as any other transport costs.  

 

Student accident insurance/ambulance cover policies are available from some 
commercial insurers. It is the responsibility of parents or guardians to look into their 
preferred options in this regard. The Department cannot provide advice to parents 
or guardians on the purchase of individual student accident policy or ambulance 
cover. 

 

Private property brought to school by students, staff or visitors is not insured and 
the Department of Education & Training does not accept any responsibility for any 
loss or damage. The Department does not hold insurance for personal property 
brought to schools and it has no capacity to pay for any loss or damage to such 
property. 

 

Personal property is often brought to school by students, staff and visitors.  This can 
include but is not limited to; mobile phones, iPads, calculators, toys, sporting 
equipment and cars parked on school premises.  As the Department does not hold 
insurance for personal property brought to schools and has no capacity to pay for 
any loss or damage to such property students, staff and visitors should be          
discouraged from bringing any unnecessary or particularly valuable items to 
school.  

For any queries, please contact Mike Roleff at roleff.michael.j@edumail.vic.gov.au  
 

Helen Salmond 
Business Manager 

mailto:roleff.michael.j@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Congratulations Word  
Challenge winners! 

Congratulations to the following students who were the prize winners for the last  
newsletter’s Word Challenge and made an impressive amount of words with ‘lo in them:  

Arya Nathen from 1B 

Carol Punith from 2F 

Yug Kiri from 5F 

Well done to all of our winners! 

 

Curriculum Days 2023 
The Curriculum Days for 2023 are  -  

Approved by School Council:  

 
Thursday 17th August 2023 
Friday 18th August 2023 
Monday 6th November 2023 

Thursday 6th April is the last day of Term 1. 

 

School will finish early at 2:30pm. We would like to wish  
everyone a safe and happy holiday! 

 

Monday 24th April is the first day of Term 2. School starts at 
8.35am.  

End of Term 1 



 

 

Student Name _________________________ 

Teacher Name _________________________ 

Parent Name ___________________________ 

 

CHALLENGE!! 

How many words can you make that have ‘hu’ in them.  

You might find some of Milo the Monkey’s  

       Little Learner’s friends? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3 WINNERS WILL BE ANNOUNCED THIS ROUND! 

PRIZES! PRIZES! PRIZES!!!! 
 

Return your slip to your teacher with as many words written, 

with ‘hu’ in them for your chance to win a prize!! 
 

Slips must be returned by Thursday 23rd March.  

Winners announced Friday 24th March. 

Go For It! 

I have read my newsletter ☺ 

h u 
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